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PREFACE” 


ge. vn oral} "6.7.88 rt Ie IL DT 
5 5 * El 171 EEB # Ti OTH 1101.0 $. Jo 271 *iM- 
; NG the many fine Thowghtsthat/ Mt 
| ee has upon Religions: wu nd the! 
follow! ing admirable. Obſer vation It is of 
dangerous Conſequence,» to'repref@ne'ts. a Man, 
ho near he is to che Level of the Beuſts without! 
ſhowing him, ar che ſame Time, his native Grtat- 
neſs. It is likewifſe's +6 det ubm ſee bis 
Greatneſs without his Mearneſs; It is more. 
dangerous yet, do leave kim da el ven“ 1 
C 
| Whether: this Man 1 ar Have 
ſign of forming 
of Haly | Scripture," he does not- Cay.” — 
either by Accium or Don; he has hit upon the 
fame Method; that Infinite Wiſdom has fixedup- 


on, in the SACRED'WRITINGS, to make-ug— — 


KNOW OURSEDVES*" A Knowledge, which | 
was ſuppoſed by the Sages of Antiquity, to come 
don from Heayenz and, Which all the Moderns _ 
_ allpwy has » happy Tendeney t bring wthithers 
At che fame Time, chat thals' Ae "Paghy i are 


; EY... $ gain, 4 
our Condition oY 1p 
is in Mind we are intended; b our MAKER) | 
be greatelt and nobleſt e ate 
gnil — ER ons 5 . 


a 
823 
* 


3 : FFF. 
1 the 8 and Tranſcript of our 83 
| 35 W 
= > "Ws * HEN 85 

N . 1 „ 911 1. 


Tuus Man, it ſeems, is a ſtrange 


| Mixtbro of a Creature, and, as ſuch, is i u 


ſitely deſcribed, by A Re DIA in the 
lowing Lines -— — 1 Re Tx s 1 


2 0 4 11 * , lo: 


TT Gd an 1 261 - 


Jene eee h M En ell 
Het paſſing Wonder His, who made him ſucli l- 


bo cent red in our. Make fuck wide Extremes, ++ 
1 From diferent Natures matvellouſly mint, 


Dunn mnian exquifute of diftant Rand.. Zarb 


_ Diſtinguiſhed Link in Being r endleſs Chain ; 
(Midway from nothing tu the one 3 * 
11:4 Beam ethereah ſullied and abſory/d;; : 1 | 
. 72 a Theqgh /lhel ad diſbewared ill Bann, 10 
Dim Miniature of Greatneſs abſalute:« :s 


T An HxIx & Glory, a frail Child but, #8? - 


..-. Helpleſs, immortal, Inſect infinite! * 


fr 4 3 


Minh; wed 413 701-595 AE s 2 Uu 


A Hownvany uſter:all the fine-ſpun 1 Definitions, 
on the whole, that he is—an erroneous and uuici. 


is not degrading him from the proper Di 


cn Standard- It is no more than giving him 
his due Character, and calling him by his pro- 
oat ame. * no 8 to _ 


Fs : ' ooo aden eee. HOME 


Tl and elaborate; Eſſays pon Man, it is certain, up- SN 
dun, as well as a. reaſonable and religiets Creature 
Ne ee mar vedheing him ale his: | 


28 


' 
1 


3 28 all Chr; ian Societies flom the Line 


1 „ * 
e auß tan the wee ai nc 


get F „ and prevail among all Com- 5 
Pleriens, Condi ons, and Perfwaflons of Men. 
There is no arguing againſt Experience. Free p 
Xperience we have of an ual Deviatlo of 


e ee 1 
| 2 err C4 Þ 
TD Me ts 0 "1.56 2111 A IR oro Yall 1e 


Eytev Think 1 . we dee, is "Fall of - 


pe ee a En witurat Tendeticy te um 


into Diſorder, The Fall of our Foſter-Parents | 


 fudicially drew this fatal M upon the Heid 


is the fame Caſe with the Hann Microcofyn 


5 che Dit ious of the upheme Doptfhe 3 
r And, when We hrave once-made this haps | 


Las 
TY) 


Fall 8 The Earth, Which we live 
„ grows wild and luxuriant, without the co 


5 


40 Care 2nd' Labour bf the Fuſband man- : 4 1 


with the Face of the Earth. A 12 _ 1151 
to cultivate it; and bring it to Rigi 


"3d as ay Natter ie keep it 1 10 ar Gs Y 


The Duties of Religiln are our great and pfin. 
Concern he is World: We have dd „ 


four, ge.) 


py Progrefs, in regulating the while Mart, * 

may think all the Difficulty” over; und that 
are got to the Point of Reſt. But, alas! it j 

Work of the utmeft Application of our Belt Bn. 


| deavours, to climb up to the Surtimit of 


tion in Duty; und it requires à perpetat Wack 9 F 


fulneſs, and manfut Struggles; to Keep our St ad. 
ing chere. Man e th 


evo 


rrskaen, = e 

and Jiab r 8 

1 ldeſt Extrayagances of thinking and ing, ind, 
ſuch as are e PEW ee 


Men. who were 3 of "Righte- 
5 1 Guides, to keep the inferior Rank 
dl People in Order, by declaiming againſt every; 
riſing Corruption. The Jews had their Moſes. 
and the Prophets; fern, and awful in their Charges 
and Reflections againſt the e Opinions, and 
*ucious Practices of the Times; The Greeks had 
f ir, Sacrates,; Plato, and Ariftatle, for the ſame: 
of reforming their Countrymen; and 
the Romans their Cicero, Epiftetus, and Antoninus, 
With numerous others, wha laid out their En- 
 deavours. in the aue good Deſign, i Theſe brave 
and yirtuous, Spuls; feemed xziled up, by kind 
e bg à Check upon the growing I- 
regularities of their Age, and Nation; and when, 
the moſt , - Idolatries, Polytheiſm, Super- 
ſti jon, . 5 had become 
mw FAROE 3 2. 

13 Delign of Fong * the Chritim | 
Diſpenfation, . is, to put an End to all the Follies 
and. Fices of Men for ever, and to bring in uni. 
vf Righteouſneſs ; And it is exactly ſuited to 
ide Furpoſe. Every W of FT Mex is to 


9 believe, 


2 Terms, Ad b . 
Motives. The uncrring- Gp has Ed 
ee Divine Revelation of his WH, to be 3 er 
complete Standard and Rule for Man, to che 
End of the World. But untractable and rebel- 
Hous Man will not fubrait to the wife Ordimationss?2s 
of Heaven. The prefent State of Chriftianity, 7 ot" 0 1 
corrupted, and decayed, as it is, is too g oF 
an Inftance of this Truth. Look upon the 47. 
fielen of Faith; and the Holy Prerepti, contained 
in this Revelation, on the one Hand; then eln. 
mine the enormons Sentiments and Lives of Mo. 
dern Chriſtfans, on the other; Lox! What Aa 
Contraſt! The right Way to recommend our. 
felves to the Fivohsr of the Sapreme Derry = 
fufficiently pointed out, but they fly off in Dr. 
rections innumerable. The Generality of Fro 
feffors animadvert little or nothing upon theſe 
vario Deviations; only becauſe they are cuſto- ., . 
mary and faſhionable; though, at the ſame Time, 
they are not the leſs Huchriſtian and Wicked. Some 


of thefe are too ridicutons and childiſh to be taken 
Notice of, and reprimanded. But many there 
are, of fo flag icio a Nature, as ſhould not fe 
_ paffed over in Silence, but calt aloud for the joint 1 
Efforts of every ſenſible Chriſtian to expoſe ane 
ſuppreſs them. At what Times they were begun, 
or how they got fuch ferong Hold in Chriftendom, 
it is not material here to enqufre. Doubtlels, - 
they crept-in, by For? one after another, in 3 
the moſt corrupt Ages of the Chun like tne 
Tares that were fown OREN (and ſprung „ 


TEL 


! : 5 af 


a * — - 
— — * 
EEX XG — een refer in One ooo oo 
- - 


4 


Aen. 


| vp wong the Wheat) while the GaN 
_Mept..- Be that as it may, ſprung up they are, 
and thrive to Admiration, in the Iuxuriant Soil | 

of Modern Cbriſtendum It would proveny al 
emen. „„ 


"La them, 1 But this is not the bag 
of the World. For one old-faſhioned, fair-deal- 


"i ing,  plain-mouthed Juuenal, there are whole 
Tribes of ſmooth, oily-tongued Sycophants, who 


(inſtead of checking what they find amiſs) en 


Wes courage Criminals to go on from bad to worſe, | 


and to heap one Sin upon another, like Pelion up- 
on Ofa. Theſe fawning Creatures are the worſt 


5 of Enemies to the Cauſe of Truth and Virtue, 
and ought to be hiſſed out of every Human So- 
_ ciety, as Emiſſaries of the evil Spirit. Such com- 


plaiſant Animals are they, that their Conver/ation, 


| like their Religion, is adapted to all Companies. 
| Among Infidels and Libertines, they will raiſe a 
Laugh at the Diſtinction between Good and Evil, £7 


Right and Wrong. Among the grave and vir- 


tuous, they will put on a demure Look, and ap- 
plaud Morality. In England, they will be Pro- 


' teſtants; in Scotland, Diſſenters; Jews, at Am/ter- 
dam; Muſſulmen, at Conſtantinople ; Papiſts, at 
Kone; and Calviniſts, at Geneva. | 


Tus Deſign though, it may prove. too feeble 
in the Event) Ho the following Reflections is, to 


hold up to View, and condemn the principal 
Articles of thoſe wrong Opinions, and of Unchriſtian 


Practices, that are e ſo common and abound- 


— 


ergo RE ICs, 3 
ig among Chritin Profeſſors, Theſe Enotmitier 1 
Nee 66 
repugnant to the Rules of the Gabel, that ao 
Charge againſt them can be deemed either umsa-— 
2 too harſb,to expoſo them. We ſee Num 
bers of every Rank, from the higheſt down to te 
loweſt; . — from that pure Religion, that 
was intended by Heaven to rectify all Human 
Wainderings; and to recall Men to that Original = 
Rectitude, in which Man was at firſt created. 4s 


s-% 


What were Tongues made for but to ſpeak on { = 7 
| provo N When the Enemy has : 
gained Walls, it is Time to make n 
Effort to drive them off. He that ſtands neuter £ 

in ſuch 4 Cale, does, in Effect, band againſt cb ü 


Garriſon. 80, when Error or Vice appear in their. © 4 
triumphant Progreſs, ſhould every Hand be 
fted up to ſtop the raging Miſchief; It was one 7 
particular Charge of Gon to the Prophet Jeremiah, * „ 
(for tlie Purpoſe of reclaiming the Jews Y\ go we 
and cry, ſays he, in the Ears of Feru/ 3 
all come upon you, ſaith the Lon: And another es 
to the Prophet [/aiah—* cry albud, ſpare not, Iftus 
thy Hire like a Trumpet; Tree Ive 5 
grefſuon, and the Hage of Jacob r 


178 
4 


As Things ate thils: creiititindes; "thts in 
be no Occaſion to aſk Pardon, for the Freedom 
taken in theſe RefleRtions. i 2 would ah 
Small rale 10 we eee | 


£3 ; £ 
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der Genera), often gets nothing, in Return., 
but Enemies and W Tongues. An Author, of 

e refleGing Turn, zt his getting out upon bis 
Work. thinks gf being ſomewhat ſerviceable to 


\ . 


* 7 PRIFAC 6» IT. 9 


ene ene, — 
Mi nal be paſi d by. with m , 


"Harexan, amd be aunfelled, that tobe and | 


Ang Fault with any Public Body of Men is but 2 


difagreeable Piece of Work, or a thankleſs Sort 
gf an Office. He that ſets up for 2 Reformer, or 


s Fellaw Creatures. In Quekt of this Scheme, 
equips himſelf with every Apparatus fixes 
upon ſome {ca/onab/c and important Subject for his 
tion—turns it round and round, ta 


Contempla 
_ yiew it in all Poſitions forms his Plan of Opera, 


tions 


Materials from every Quarter calls up his beſt 
Judgment to range, and methodize them; till a 
Series of Premiſes lead to, proper Cancingons: 
And, having given the poliſhing Finiſh to the 
Viece, preſents it to the Public, in the moſt - 
Wine Expecatiop of Sueceſs. But alas . 


WHEN * * advanced, Step by Step, i in . : 


tedious Procels, behald! a whole Tribe of Re- 
Wewers, and Critics, appear, like an Army of Ban- 


«ag apd 9 8 all their Artillery, to batter down 


Jece, and. bury. him in the Ruins. 
2 mou = againſt the Deſign, as | bY 
and needleſs. Another diflikes the Plan, as ill. 
laid and aukward ; 9 * ſhack at the 


Inelegance 


fox each. particular Head—fends out bi: 
UYnagination upon the Tour for Ideas—fetches-in 


Tnglegance of che „104 W. Ei ad a 
whole Fabriek be demoliſhed, and there 18 hot 
lett one Stbne per” anethier. FMS is the com- 
mon Fate of every dhe, whe advenrires cd 2 
the Fabenhe- Tulfes, of Alarſya ber Vices Of Maw 
Mad The Cyitical Herd will * 1 
ſcious, hüt they reid chaded die) Oo? 
them with tlie heartioſt Good unlefg he p 
their Fury by a ſplehdid Offering? ( | 
reconcile the greateſt Differences, and — 
into Friends) as Aneas is ſaid to clear his Wax 
to the. Infernal Regions by 4 Golders Bragh. 5 
However; if the di and ingenaiis few 
may foe! their Neformirith| in the 1 y of Rev 
flection, let the Corberian Pack growkon: A ju 


Intentiois ib not 0b de dropt by ch NH e — 


Fools. By à very high Authority we are re- 
F + 
| U ton 21517 10 10 arc | 
if Jo 950 SHA 007 <po-2nud of . 
Cdvsbiobb t his Motive is juhffablE; à WIL 
ter's Fears of objetibnary Sar e May be at Hf 
End. H his Views d ft origiHate from 4 Prin” 
_ciple of Vanity and gaining an Feat of Reputa- 
tion, he may take Heart to venture abroad int 
the World; eſpecially, when buoyed up with 
the Hopes of making even bor ole üngie Re- 
madd. Though the moſt" eaverbmed Tonguts 
may let fly thelr Shafts ef ranebfbus Malice 
what then ? "Theſe Weapons „ 5 
only' in the Skin, nor earl they draw one Drop” 
of Blood. Th ſule Obje& of the following ??: 
ern is—the — 7 Vices and Follies of the * . 
. VV] 


* 


&< FOE on 
r 


. F £ * 
— ” : * 1 N ” 7 
„* * f 5 b „ 


Vent Generation of Chriſtians; And, cy; 


A PREFACE: | 


it is neither untrue nor ancharitable to ſay, that 
the World abounds with ſuch, and thoſe o 
the extraordinary Kind; and perhaps unknown, 
: for Degree, to former Ages, An Undertaking 
_ therefore, purely calculated with a View to 
check, in ſome Meaſure, theſe loud crying Enor · 
mities in their headſtrong Career, (and in ſome 
Natures not given up to Reprobatiſm it may" 
have on * never be ye e 
iſluined. 5 EST 1 ; 1 — N 
d ont Lift Büch 
| "Tax particular Method, obſerved 3 
| the whole, is, to write Ethically as well as Chriſtie 
any, inaſmuch as Moral Fhiloſophy and Chriſtian 
Divinity ſhould go hand · in- haud, and beſt corro«! 
boratethe Arguments, Rhone Subject of this eth 
e V odte oogut T1374 7. 830 
e ceiines, -) 
as the Inſertion of theſe, not only encumbers a 
Writer to hunt-out the particular Places of his 
Quotations but preſuppoſts a Conſciouſneſs in 
him, that his Veracity is dubitated. It looks 
moreover as an Inſult upon the Reader's Abilities, | 
and is phinly erg him not mych ann 
in Books. $14 5914 SAG? Ltd THe 915 
N e 1 
"fn 8 to be notified finally, that the whole 
is not adapted to the Benefit of the lower Claſa 
off People, but principally; intended for a Kind of 
Nemembrancer totheleadingMenoftheCommu+- 
nity, z as theſe are the Perſons that muſt begin a 
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Agende againſt APOSTACY. — — = 279 
Vertendo FORMAS imitaris erbten Celſe. 


Non bene qui expit, ſed qui bene perftitit, et qui 
Pertigit ad ME TAM donatur honore Sores” 
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N might reaſonably be induced to think, 
that there could be no Occaſion for any 
Complaints againſt this Crime, as the 

open and barefaced Abettors of it are ſo few in 
Number, that their Votes: like fo many Cyphers 

without an Unit, make no Number. Beſides, 
could we dive into the Bottom of their Hearts, 

we ſhould find, that the moſt clamorous Sticklers, - 

for it, are more ſo in Appearance, than in Reality. 

Some of theſe bawl- out their Infidelity, only to 

how the Superiority of their Diſcernment above 


chat of the Vulgar, and to be thought wiſer than 
the 
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their Intervals of a ſound and rational Belief. - A 
loud Clap of Thunder, à violent Fit of-Sickneſs, 


or any uncommon and alarming Diſtreſs, will 
bring them to their Senſes and Conviction. This 


has been verifyed hy numerous Ex- 


amples of the loudeſt Blaſobemors. But tis to be 


K KEY 


conſidered, in this Place, {hats beſides the mex 


bigotted Offenders,. who open their Maui t˙,e 

_ againſt Heaven,” there are innumerable Multi- 

tudes of heartleſs Confeſſors of a Deity, whoſo Di- 
vinity lies only in the Head, and lies there with- _ 

out any Life or Vigour. They are a Sort ra: | 

Chriſtians; who can break the Commands with Y 


_ tional-irrational Animals, or half-dead, 


a ſound. Creed, and poſt on to the Brink-of De. 


all over Inidel. 


e fn Baka — their anker. 


amen nn 14 47 45 


e by repreſenting. ob: e " Yea thbe ad : 
againſt them, the Heinouſneſs of their Crime 
will appear in full Light, and the Juſtice of the. 


ſevereft Things, that can be {aid againſt. them. 
And this i is the more material to be dong, as the 
42 55 


ſtruction with the Meridian Daylight of Know-. 
ledge around them, and the Directions to Heaven 
in their Hand; adh n eee, 
"hs Faithful, and Believers; yet their Lives feem Cn 


we 4 THE SAA Sette 


Ka tren Belief in GOD is the undatity of al Rai: 
Sion, and the Groundwork of our Hope in à fu- 
ture Happineſs: And ſuch Arguments may be 
produced for this Purpole, as may conwince the 
moſt obſtinate Arbeit, and and fouſe the. te 

1 <= the mere-nominal —— 4 FL 2498; 


1 che fn Place alk 1 fakes: Seer 
Setvey of the Works of Creation, in Order to 
confute the Atheijf, and remind the thoughtles 
Believer of the primary great Truth, that there 
is a GOD. Both theſe, it ſeems, Rand in Nef 
of this friking Sort of Conviction: And yet, ſuch 
a Variety of Choice; in theſe Works; preſent 
themſelves, on all Sides, as 3 © 
moſt methodical Obſerver where to begin; and, 
having begun, how to make an End. The 
hole Creation aroufd fwarms with Demon- 
ſtrations of a ſupreme Power, Wiſdom, and Good. 
neſs," that firſt brought them into Being. In- 
ſtances, of this Kind, are innumerable, and above 
the utmoſt Power of Man to arrange them: But, 
| among fuck a crouded Throng, ſomething or 
Wd other mull be fixt upon, to an r the Purpoſe 
\ of the Deſign: And this Way of arguing, from 
| the Works of Creation, lies level to all Capaci. 
ties, and brings down Gop' to our very Senſes: 
And it may truly be ſaid, that the Creatures, of 
* this inferior World, are the BOOK of God, 
wherein all Mankind may'read, that there muſt . | 
+. be an all. perſect Being, as the Author and Cauſe 
by, of this Werbe I of ret But a 
— few 
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few Particulars wy Fer tis Matter in in the ing 
eft Lights: ind five * Howie 1 7 the Mind. 
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= we türn about bur Ty) * ſee 2 fately Fa: 


brick, called the World; vaſt in Extent, and ad- 


mirable for Beauty. In this terraqueous Globe 
again, we behold Wonders upon Wonders mul. 

tiplying upon us in the Animal Creation.” The 5 
Earth is ſtocked with innumerable Beafts, the | 
Sea with Fiſhes, and the Air with Bird. Many 


ſeem made for Man's Profit, others for his Plea - 


ure, and many to ſet forth the Glory of him that 
made them: And yet, though all formed of the 
Duſt of the Earth, and To diſtinct in their Struc- 


ture, (as will appear hereafter) they all carry the 755 = 


moſt viſible Impreſſions of the * Finger of Gay.” 
Some walk, ſome creep, ſome fly, fometwim ; 
but every one has Parts, and Organs, exactly 
fitted to their particular Motions, and Occaſions 
of Life. The largeſt Whale in the mighty Ocean, 
and the ſmalleſt Inſect in the Earth, or Air, are 
equal Indications of the Divine Hand that formed 
them. Nay, the ſmaller the Creature, the more 
curious and amazing is the Workmanſhip! And, 


in the little Mite, we micro/copically ſes all the 


| Parts mathematically organized; the Body; the 5 
Head, the Legs, the Feet, as ar ina. {220M 
ren as + thoſe ve the large a tr e's 


Bur we Bend o. range along a various 
Tribes of other Animals, for Objects of Contem- 
plation, and to lead- up our Thoughts to the 
Divine Creator. r is the moſt + noble Study 

. of 


6 us Ae OUTCRY. 
of Man z and Abundance more ahan- 1 


ſtuchy to the leaſt Exactneſß. He is Lord of the 


| Creation, the Maſter-Piece of all God's Works, 


in this inferior World, and the moſt myſterious 


_ Creature in it.” O how fearfully, and won - 
derfully, are we made! We need not to pry 
into foreign Nations, to find new-and-new Mat- 
ter for | Inveſtigation, Turn thy Views upon 
thyſelf, O Man, and be amazed, in examining 
the great Curioſities, in that n fur. . 


prin Machine of thy own Body. ai 


| Tas th Maſters i in Pips and Anatony, ; 
Tn carried their Reſearches into this intricate 
Compoſition, as far as human Art can go; but 
they have all been bewildered. and loft in the 
Labyrinth of the Scrutiny. . Hippocrates, Democri- 
tut, Ariſtotle, and Galen, and many-other, have 
left behind them but imperfect and unfiniſhed 
Accounts, upon the Subject, and the more _ 
trating Moderns have ſped little better. 
have, indeed, more accurately divided, youu 
ranged the whole Syſtem of the human Body 
into what they call Solids and Fluids, In the Ar. 


rangement of the Solids, they place the Bones, 
Muſcles, Tendons, Nerves, Arteries, Veins, Car. 


tilages, Ligaments, Membranes, &c. Under the 
Denomination of the Fluids, are ranged the 
Chyle, the Blood, Milk, Fat, Lymph, &c. But, 
all the while, there remains Something ſo unac- 
countable and myſterious, i in the involuntary Motion 
of the Heart, in the Animal Spirits, in the loco- 
motive Faculty, and many other Circumſtances 
| | of 


| Rim, with Galen, 


0 


che End of the World. — dh dba; 


however, by bet attentive Enquirer, to throw 
Veneration, and prompt him to ſing a devout 


Hymn to his Creator's Praiſe : And this is 4 


more fubſtantial Act of Devotion; than to ſlay 


whole Hecatombs at his Altar, and to kindle ae 


thins'of Spices into lie before um. 988171 


enen i en, 6 flats 07 


1 In! ſhort" (to uſe che Apoſtle's Reſemblanbe of 
the human Body to a Building) there is ſuch a 
Variety, and Nrgularity, in this exquiſite Archi- 
tecture; that all the magnificent Palaces; Amphi. 
re, e Temples, which have adotned 
ties in the World, are but ſo many 
1, if contraſted with the 'Symme- = 
2 Rae ü the bodily ee e 
the Whole Compbund is made-up of ſuch; a Va. 
riety, and Number of Parts; yet every Part is 
fo correctedly finiſhed, and fo exactly arranged, 
as may juſtly render every Man a malt W 
and tremendous Wonder to himfelf, ©! 15117 
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2— eee ee od with 
ſuch Accuracy, upon the Contexture, and Uſe of 
every Part of this wonderful Machinery, as may 
anticipate any further Obſervations upon the 
Subject. However, as a high Authority calls 
our Tongue our Glory, it deſerves here to be 
particularly taken Notice of. It may juſtly be 
{tiled our GLoxr, being the noble Inſtrament of 
Speech, and Speech being the ſole ee and 

. Frerogative 


into a Fit of the profoundeſt 5 


f 


aw 


* 
% < 


. THE sacRED or 


Prerogative of MAN: And to what. amazing 
aud various Uſes does this little Member ſerve | 
wie Tongue has neither Bone nor Joint; and yet, 
| _ can faſhion OO gn LON 


| Will died. / 'Tis by the Help, of t | flexile 
_ Inſtrument, that we derive thoſe many * 
of human Society; and, without it the ences 
| Neighbourhoods would have ſignified no more 
to each other, than the Antipodes do now to us. 
| By this, the World carries. on Converſation, in 
all its manifold Branches; cultivates private 
_ Friendſhips; manages all Kinds of Commerce; 
both teaches and learns the Arts and Sgiences ; 
gives Notice of our Wants, and applies for Relief: 
communicates Advices, Reproofs, Cor 
and all the Aids. of Human Exigencies.: Nor 
could any Sort of Buſineis be effectually managed 
among dumb Men, no more than it can * 5 
| . w. N and andes, eine 5 : 


„eon the whole l Multipicty of : ani- 
a Parts, that we carry about us, muſt force 
the moſt ſtupid Obſerver to acknowledge a Di- 
vine Hand, that put them together, and united 
them in his Favourite- Creature: And great Rea» - 
ſon had Euripides, to call the human Frame—— 
the fine Workmanſhip of an ingenious Artiſt; 
(Lops rinrοον xak0v Forma): and Virgil to ſay it 
23 indes not to be e (0 f 
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in ? If the viler Materials be ſo highly poliſhed, 


and finely. wrought, ..: what. inimitable :Touches, = 4 | 
of the Divine Pencil, may be ſuppdſed to diſtin. — 


guiſh the Image of Gob in Max! Certainly, we 


in the immortal Suh 


ve a ſtronger Exidence of a Supreme Creator, Wy 75 
| „than in the periſhable _ 


Fxame of the Body. "Tis invitible. indeed, as 
well as the immenſe Author of it, whole © Face _ 
we cannot ſee and live; yet we feel its Effects 
by daily Experiences. Myſterious is the Power,. 
and: S Way,, that it has over the whole Man! lt 
eaſſix puts W into Motion, and . 
t one, go, and it goeth.;- and to another, cmem. 
auch it gomerh, All this it does, and thatinan } 
5 albng and without "the leaſt Perplexity* Ange 


iſo; abfolute. eis its, Authority, chat it türns the 
whole complicated „Machine, whitherſoever it 


pleaſes. It alſo Langes the Univelſe for Matter L £20 8 
off Croton, and. darts, like Lightning. 
from one Object: to another. mn the Twinkliingg 


of an eye, it ſkims-over : -the Face of the Terra- 


YE queous:Globe,, ranſacks its inner Regions, tra- 


© verſes, the capacicus Vault of the diſtant Skies, BY 
and then drops into itſelf, and there ſurveys mi- 
EX fl mtg 11 NY Hupengdous Powers S fainking. . 2 


x (Now, the Conclyfon Rands, thus upon the Fre- 

miles. No Cauſe, lefs than infinite, could endow r 
3 with fy 
And this Cauſe 6 A 
+£2ll GO Who, 


2 


be no other, than what de 


Capacities, a and Perfection: ; 
vos, made W of 3 1 
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* an Hi bre 9 bs 
ching, ampedd His Maſter Crestüre With his Gn 
kr Tinage, ald fer it up chere, t be th chr 
ET ifs a Rs 2 A 1 
Tytm the Rerle, att Barka, Mae the 
Creation, bring lin their Nun of Evidences fot w 
reine Being. Not à Blade of Grafs ufider 
our Feet; nöt che moſt defpieäble Sbrüb upon 
the Mountains; fit a Tree in tlie | 
forlorn Foreſt, but what bears the Mar E and 
7272 of the Divi Hand that eee. | 


MELEE! 91 24705 . tf 8 


. 00 it 1 declare ths 1 r Wha; 
= 5 the Firmament ſlioweth His Handywork.“ 
Tucher then let our Thoughts foar From off the 
Furth, and take 4 curſory Survey of che Sun, 
5 Moon, and Stars, even all that innumerable Hb 


= he den that hang reſplendent over our Frenz. 


Sun, in particular, (and it is enough toy en. 
gage our Attention upon this Subject) which _ 
6 % Gmnethforth as 4. Bridegroom ir 'of ” his 
Chamber,” - overpowers our feeble Eyes with an 
| Exceſs of Majeſty. kt is the moſt gloriens Ob. 
"Jed, that our wondering Eyts can behold” from 
this inferior Situation. 9 ſeems to rule, and 
| ride in Triumph, over all the Kingdoms ride 
Earth: And ſo grand in Appearance, and ſe be. 
neficent in Effect, that whole erring Heathen- 
Nations have addreſſed it wich the wildeſt De- 
votions, and miſtook it for their Maker. Be 
that as it may. What but an Al- mi 19 * 
could have reared the viſt Globe of 


keep it in perpetual Rotation, to FD to 2 
' enliven 


aer ATHEISM. A 


en all thoſe Tribes of the Animal 150 Vege- 1 
table World? At whoſe Voice but God's does it 
.ariſe, (or ſeem to do) to run its daily and yearly . 
Courſe; ; to give, Light and Heat to the Earth; = 
and to bring- on the different Seaſons of che "= 
Year, in their regular Suceeſſions? What but inn 
finite Wiſdom again, formed it of ſuch a deter- 
- minate Bulk, and placed it at ſo convenient a 
Diſtance, as not to ſcorch, but -nouriſh ever 
Thing upon this ſublynary Ball? Its Dimenſions 
Situation, and Motion, are all ordered by him, 
who made ever Thing in Number, Weight, EEG 
and Meaſure.” If it was larger, or ncarer, it 
would doubtleſs ſet the World on Fire; if leſs, ' - 
and further off, all the Inhabitants, of this ſpaci- ſy 
ous Ball, would'periſh»with Cold, and the whole 
Ocean (fo uſeful for the Conveyance of Stores 
for the mutual Support of all Nations) be turnt 
into one Adamantine Lump of Ice. But ſo or- 
dered are all the appendent Circumſtances of this 
King of Creatures, as may induce every Nation, 
and Kindred, and Tongue, *eople, to ac. 
knowledge the 4 | al-dizo&in Jand 4 
= the Maker, and Governor 91 the Univ 


| . Mort, * the Sun -hining. in [his ** Rh.. 
and the Moon Walking in her nee toge. 7 1 
ther with thoſe ten- thouſand Stars, that beſpan.. A 
gle. the azure Canopy over our Hgads, are Ob- 

_ jets, that all the waking World may fee; and 
which proclaim the Exiſtence, and Glory of their 

ad Earth. * ee Wan een 
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NOUGH, one would be apt to TAs. has 
£ been advanced in the foregoing Reflections, 
- *againft this bold and daring Sin. The Works 


of Creation are manifeſt to all Men, and jointly 
- teſtify their Formation by a Hand Divine. But, 

ORE of the firſt de, and, 

indeed the principal Inlet to all others; Nothing 
ſhould be left undone to expoſe it. Accord- 
ingly, it may be neceflary to obſerve, as an addi- 
tional Confirmation of the Argument, that there 
is one circumſtantial Quality, inherent in every 
material Being, that ſhould not be pafſed-over 
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5 = CAT Arnie . 
$ in Silence upon this Subject; and chi . 


This will be the proper Place, to take Notice of 
it, and give it a particular Hluſtration: And this 
is the more neceſſary to be added, as there have 
been ſome Infidel-Writers, who haye aſcribed: all 


. the grand. Works of Creation en 


Y Fate, pr Pres he nom wr or 
not what. n 8 


| (an "Y a 00 Lie a a daightfub bu. 
1 teren to conſider, what a' vaſt Var : = 8 15 
Creatures there is in the Univerſe, that prelent 1 


themſelves to our Speculations: And *tis ſuſſi- 
_  cientto ſtrike, us with a religious Awe and Vene- 

ration, to obſerve, that, as far as we chn/carry 
our Reſearches, there is no fuch Thing as—per- | 
fect Congruity, or Sameneſs in Nature. Inſomuch, 
that one might almoſt be tempted to pronbunce 
it impoſſible for Omnipotence itſelf to reg 
them as they are. 1 595 <« is any Thing too hard 
for the Almighty ?” Men, of à phi 


Turn, will naturally be prompted to mak! this 


| Remark, among that endleſs Throng of Crea- 
tures, that ſtock all 'diſcoverable Space; and 
even to proſtrate themſelves in Raptures of De- 
votion upon the Occaſion. But the Bulk of 


Mankind are incapable of fuch extenſive Views, = = 


and unſuſceptible of thoſe melting Impre ent of. 

Soul. They ſee. different Men wear different 
Faces, and may take Notice, likewiſe, of ſome of 
he en ruder — of ns 8 Peneil, 


but 


9 


great univerſal Difference, that appears in all cre- bo. 
ated Objects, that occur to our Examination. 
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3 Mc enn 0u70Ar” 
but never trouble their Heads, about the fer 
due, that produces the Effect. Their Attention 


is generally taken - up within the Places of their 
Lommerce, the Sphere of their Connections, or 


Way "While 2 antenne Genius takes an 


Xe Aden af Gon: And, in the Inveſtigations of thoſe 5 
numerous Objects, that fvarm throughout im- 


menſurate Space, the further he goes, the more 
he ſees, how wonderfully diver/ified they are, in 
their ſeveral Natures, and Uſes, and in eyery:. © 
Circumitance of their Exiſtence.  * How man:: 


With any impertinent Object, that comes in their : 5 


fold are thy Works, Ae in eG bak 1-4 
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So agus eee Diverſifcations 

or Diſcerdances of Things, natural and artifi- | 
_ oak: As to the latter Kind, though the Inftances 
of Di ity be numerous. in their Species; 
yet, in their Individuals, they make ſo near an | 
Approach to Samene/ſs, as ſcarce to admit of any 
Diſtinction : And this dimibutive Variation is en- 


OY |  tirely owing to the Finiteneſs of human Capa- 
cities, that are not fitted to make any great Ad- 


Vances in Multiplicity of Operations. A minute 
Critical Obſerver may ſpy-· out ſome Di/likeneſſes 
in all artificial Productions, though thoſe be very 
inconſiderable. This muſt ever be the Caſe, as 
Art commonly works by Rule, and under cer- 
tain Reſtri ions.” Cramp'd and ſhackled as it 
is, its Productions muſt needs be few in Species, 


and nearly. ſemilar 1 in Individuals. But, as to the 
Works 


af — eee Branches 
of Diſparity. Xx is impoſſible to fetch Erumples. 
of this Kind, from the ſtarry Subſtances. Theſe 
de bale and befoot the ciuſeſt Trleſcopici Re- 

| ſearches, and un but fantiy glümrber in Ihe fp. 
- diftarit Spaces of che Univerie. Some Diſcove» 
ries may de obſerved, however; pertinent to the 


f Wet; Purple, iche may Bodies of -the-Plas | 


m. How widely do theſe 


| netary Syſte 


in the Time of their reſpective a 


Diſtancks Dimenſions, Opacity, and other Cir. | 
cum neee! And; if we may argue from tliat 
aeg, that obtains through the Frame of vil 


e W Mere dd he doubwä⸗ than er ned. 


podes)Uſes, Degrees of A 
ton, and ther ellential Properties. Want 
burlelves we mut with this analegous Ware 
arguing, as no other can be had in thisfublunary 
Situation! But had we Optichs perfe@enoagh - 
to, make exact Diſcoveries in wheſe Planwary 
Worlds, more and- more Wonders of \Dijverſities 


would doubtleſs ene pen, F 005 4 wy 5 
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among the Ti erra incognita of the Planets,” nor 


argue culiy to find Inſtances of — 
There are Abundance” of this Kind; at Home, 
and in this capatious Globe, "where Man's 
rider u for minute Philoſophy, FETUS {EY 
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= de ny Parts of the Sea-Shore, nay; be form 
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in Fhyſics could furniſh· out a complete Catalogue 
of: thoſe numberleſs, Diſorders, incident to hu- 
man Nature. This World, that falls to our Lot. 


„ 5 | for a Scene of Habitation, may juſtly be divided 
into animate and inanimate Creatures. Survey the 
inanimate Part of the Globe, and look into the 


Bowels of the Earth. There the whole maſſy 
Subſtance is compoſed of different Strata, as Earth, 


Marl, Stones, Metals, Minerals, Foſſils, sc. And 


all theſe particular Kinds of Matter differing, in 


Nature. After trying its inner Regions, ranſack 
= the open Surface too: And there we meet with | 


_ * Mountains, Flains, Rivers, Lakes, every. one 
int from each other; Trees, Plants, Herbs, 
; Flowers, Graſs, Corn, with numberleſs other 
Enxcreſcences differing, in Kind; and, (what ig 
the Wonder of all) in every particular Mode of 


Kxiſtence. But, among all the. Claſſes of theſe 


2 1 Novels, there are ſome particular I 
_*- ances, that demand a cloſer Gonſideration, 25 
they are ſo familiar, as to be look'd _ with. 

out Attention. ieee ns 1 THE of 
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mountainous Heaps of Pebbles, thrown-up toge- 


Aber, (or grown from ſandy Particles) in a 5e. 


8 jumbled Manner, - or; er ing W 
But, 
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Ae es is he GENUS; Ike Ould's dnotie 7 
; Mass from. whence ariſes ſuch a Number of Spe- 
deen, that ſhould all the literary! World lay their 
1 Heads together, they could no more bring in an 
eri Liſt uf Particulars, than the ableſt Maſters 


5 the minuteſt Circumſtance and Accident of their Io . 
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che walt © curious amt 08, that « every 2 „ 
therein, differs both in Trunk and Branches fromm 
all tlie others. We may carry- on our Enquiries 7 
into the very Corn- Fields; and; upon à cloſe} 


microſcopic View, Inequalities may be diſcerned in 


rr 2 Grain from the reſt: And ſo lavim 


and myſterious is Nature, in her Operations, that : - 


no two Apples, growing upon the ſame” Tree, 


fed by the ſame nn, 
of Juices; have any Indentity in Figure, Colour, or 


Taſte: And could our Enquiries deſcend into 5 


the deepeſt Receſſes of all inert Matter; e 
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thing of Novelty, to excite Amazement, and force 


2 Confeſſion, with the Egyptian 9 _ 
——*/this.is che Tinger of God . NAT, 


E . . po 
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Ir we come- home to the animate World; 1 
we are ſo expefimentally acquainted, the whole 
1s „ again, with the like amazing Variety. 
Scenes upon Scenes here preſent themſelves be- 
fore us, but all without the leaſt Symetry or Uni- 
formity whatever. The ſeveral Tribes of Mute - 
Animals, as Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, Inſects, & © 
have their ſingular Forms, and Natures, and maye 
be ſaid to ſtand alone, in the Manner of their 
Generation, Methods of collecting their Food in 
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| 4 if-we deſcend to Individuals; i 
eee may be made, between them alt: 80 


Eiſe · Creature appears ta be 4 


Kingof ance er and has 5 
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Tus much may fuffive: to be remanker;/ i 
n upon Mutes, as it may ſrem needleſs-to- 
fin upon 
_ Clkſs from the higheſt to the loweffl Order of 


diſtinct Clafles, or Partiaulars in ary” 


city; and Bent of Inclinatiom for Enquiry; may 


find Work enough, among fuck a Multitude of 


| Objects that. throng around him, and/offer them-, 


ſelves for a. Compare: Andleb/ him ſclect what 
Examples: he: pleaſes, (it makes: no Odds)/ and 
try; if he can ſind a perfect Coincidence, in the 


Farth. WW 


external Form of any two Creatures, po hen 
come-out of tlie Hands: af their ineo 
Maxer. Verily he is 1 gk hideth hin 
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As Man \ i6/ the MaltenPlece of alt his Works 


| here below, i it may be proper to cloſe theſe cur- 


fory Obſervations with that of the human Kind: 
And, for this Purpoſe, let it be confideredj—— 
that every Man's Turn of Shape; Caſt of Gate, 
Modulation of Voice, Air of Geſture, Flaſh of 


Features; and each particular Part of his Frame 


differs from thoſe of the many Millions of his 
Fellow Creatures, that are upon tlie Face of the 


he 
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others e And tere is ſuch a B, me in , 
and Harigg in Sanengſiz that Nething but OMME = 
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Are e anaemia. . 
Mistute {Jo the Laurſe of our Lives, ehe 


met With Numbers of dur own Bijecies cid VE bb 
wih, ur by Den, Crude we hade deen af. 


bled for Worſhip, (thigh uc e eee 
have been) for 8 for Converſe, for Di- | 


_ Fedlidnds,'{too-many} and uhon many ths 


caſions, but nat de Nuir do we baba e, 5 ; - : 


in any Branch of their /Compaſitionec: Najtpdb 


Aach ane rhe upon che Wine, that ref s 
may d faid:to be ib Herne a xliftind? — M 
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f To the Unlibeneſh in the at Man, . 75 bh 
be added 50% that reſide in the Mind. Theſe _ 


too are branched out beyond the Power of Enu- 
meration. What oppoſite, and even confradiftory 
Sentiments do Men entertain, both in Civil and 
Religious Matters | What a Variety—in Forms of 


Government, Modes of Worſhip, ad Syſtems N : 71 


4 Doctrines,. Languages, Cuſtoms,Faſhions, 
and ſo forth, prevail in this terraqueous Reſi- 
dence of Men! It muſt be ſo, as being ordered 
by the immenſe Moderator of the Univerſe, to 
| TIES CORE: 


Men, doch noh and for eres 
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ne the Beauty and Harmony of the whole 
Mende lay,—that, *.every Man has his Foi- 
we what is it but ſaying, that every one has 
his Caſt of thinking peculiar to himſelf, and . 
mant from all others? And the matter may be 
Tarried ſo far, as to ſuppoſe; with Parity of Rea; 
ion, that there never were two Men, from the 
Orcation of the World to this Day who thought 
alike, upon all en of their Intuition. 80 file. 
nu, ſo bountifid, re 18 r e 
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robe the eats x we behold fuck 
a diſtinctiur Variety in the 8 g 
muſt be as incomvincible as Soepticks, or; inten- 
Able as Stocks and Stones, if our Thoughts he 
not led- up, byithe Reflection, to that ſupreme, 
invjſible, all. producing Cauſe that knows no Bounds; 
to whom is due, invariably due, the profoundeſt 
Awe, Veneration, and 9 2 W be 


be 


yh 61% biewtyo 2143 "on Sed an 
n 0 b¹ 92114 at: ph! 44.16. Ul byhbe'.a 5 
011-179 15 IO os, 15 Bu 20 HI Feif:oagid 476.003 | 
baba 895 "Ba 8 

bat yo Ar od ef ins a C3 nanu 
Yo e ieee 5 eee, eee eee 


Mohren 


4 . 
- 

„ ÞS y 1 1 o * — : 

iin —— 2818000 ＋ 8 5 12. 3 - 1 #71 4 
% 
7 Cr . "0. * % * 1 
2 7 * * P * 
K ff 3981185 64 TI - . 79 if @ 4+} 1 | 4 # 
x - 
C * 4 - 1 . 
* 1 £ « " 1 4 
5 F1 - - L * Gt: * 1 b- * 4 * * 
* —— . 5 þ a. * 7 

% . <7 p oa = % ; N = es 

CC! 62 * * 12 o * #4) Jan * 14 1 ; Cf 4 
rer! £4 . 
af 4 4 
. 
# 
P — 


= * * 2 
7 E * 
* 1 * 
8 5 
— %* * 


AS | . 7 ah J 1 | W : : 2 6 
, eee eee „ | 
weTas x) e 65 eee e TT N 


20 0 fin nan wht 4 Mo Th "3 "51 47 5 17 5 93 ; | : 
DI l ee ee e 1 FO wt "Yiu : 1 
ere vis, ene gx, wy.” A e SM 


21 irt 1d. 8 20 1 % 1 00 oh Ne. 
Rum Df * Wade e 8 A, 1 f 12 0 e 
inn i bon 0347; RI Kotha & (562 56 nk 0 

70 As iT > 1 _ 79 Do. BF . 154% mY 

ig iI e entvill aun tre; ted 

Melini do ogbwont ot Tre <1 per at { On | 


tinuous: i E. C Pl page ro?! IL noqu. 


261: finn bas ul 1 vt 6 ene v; my 1-0 
r Ai 1 
1 1 e non 4 1 Infli tuto 7 107 bub Mare, ou 10 This 2 5 
N FE a 15 5 . 5 B 
VF 48 ual a 0 15% 


FE 55 10 Mer s preſent Pty 
"aheing, chat Nothing" cat 6 

er 5 5 74 0 95 4 1 

Nati de Na proc Aer 

of che Lauth 55 the . 

113 Zaduded, a as, 4 Late: | 

teral 1 to . this gredt and primary 

Article. This added to the other, may ſettle 

Men); Faith" ape an everlaſting ation - -0 
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Men. People of all Nations, Characters, 
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Verdict in Support of a GOD: And it muſt be 
3 that any ertruordinary Eſſect muſt 


tha, (that human Face Divine, as Milton calls 
Ante Perſuaſion.” in every a The barbarous | 
and polite, ON ont and learne 


. their Opinion o 
with, Man's Nature, 5 Attends ry in e 


various Efforts of Art, can produce the leaſt 
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© And indeed, this Belief of a ſupreme — 5 


| ſeems implanted in the Soul, by the Author of 


our ſuperior Frame, and can never be' rooted 
he till we haye loſt our Reaſon, and ceaſe to be 


oe Hh Caufe to produce it. As our 
W Rees Ar 18 en dur Fore- 


it) ſo has he engraven the Knowledge of himſelf 


upon the Soul: nd, if vel through + 
all the Nations of the Earth, and examine the 


Sentiment: of every Climate, we ſhould find the 


„ accord. in 
fupreme Being. It is c6eval 
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3 e a 4 540 is this Impr . in 2 
b, that neither gld devouring Time, 
— * e Agitations af Nature, nor t 


terations in it. Ame, we ſee, has battered down 
the 
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e eee ee ieee, 
into Rubbiſh; or crumbie them intor Duft 
5 en ee eren Peſtilences,, Famines, 


aner rn we 27 


into Royab Power; and Neal have 
— ar Files of Buildings; and 
_ other Royal Power, and Freaks, in their Tur; 
Have tumbled - down the inafſy; Monuments:iavol = 
Ruins; Overgrown/ States and Enipives haves 
been craſhed under the Blow: of the Conqueror i 
Fury; | Cuſtom: has joſtled-out. Guſtom as bad 


Nation: has driven - out another: Laws have amd 


nulled Laws, and new ones taken Placa in the 

Room of old ones. Modes of Worſhip, Forms _ 

of Government, Syſtems of-Politics,. have beet 
turned into Shapes without End:: And even 

— Virtue and Vice have changed Namey im certail | 
Ages, and certain Countries: Credulons Nawe! | 
edulous they are, who can believe 


Darkneſs for Light, and: Ligbt fur Darkmfs'; Bitty 
| for Sweet,” aud Sweet for Bitten? But, 
theſe wild Cataſtrophes, that have throww alt 
Things into the maddeſt Confuſion, / ando turned 
them upſide-down; the/Notion: off 3 GOD has 
kept its Empire in the Heart of Man; andiproved 
more durable than the Colgſur of Rhodes;: or the 
Temple of Diana, It ſits. impregnible, and! tri- 
umphant there; and, like univerſal Gravitatiun 
in Matter, tends towards i its ue SU. - 
1 | "af I 
Me e e | 
has- driven all ak to thoſe outward Ad 
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90 of Devotion; in that-matiifold Variety of "EY 
The ſeveral A2heifical- Writers, upon the Bubject, 


Prejudice 
knows what! But, had it no bettet a Foundation 


have kept its Ground ſo long in the World? 
Had it been aged, and naturalized by ſuch weak 


} M5 
- 


are forced to acknowlege, upon theſe Conſider- 


A ations, that Religion is the general Bent of human 


Nature: But, at the ſame Time, they overlooK 
the true original Cauſe, . and aſcribe it to Frur, 
Education, State. Policy, or the Lord 


chan ſuch airy ones to ſupport it, how could ijt 


Infuſions, how could it have maintained its 
Strength and Vigour, from Generation to Gene- 


ration, ever ſince the Creation of Man upon the 


Earth? Had no one Man, or Number of Men, 


Sagacity enough to ſpy- out the Deluſion, and 
Capacity enough to expoſe it to the Contempt of 


a a diſcovered Impoſture, and that in the Space of 
Thouſands of Tears? The deepeſt-laid Schemes 


of Falſty are but like the Hope of the Hypocrite, 
which the inſpired Dramatic Writer elegantly 
es to a Thing, of no ſtronger a Contex - 


ture, than the Spider's Web, —miſerably thin, 


fine-wrought, and eaſily broken · through: But 


Truth, like Solomon's Wiſdom, has- Built ber. 


Houſe upon ſeven Pillars, ſands firm, looks Ma- 
jeſtic, ſmiling. Defiance upon all her Enemies. 
80 ſtrongly fixed are religiaus Principles in the 
1 de chat neee nen, n 


"Lk the antient Heathen Malene were Drisre * 
by Profeſſion, and allowed to be ſuch, in the 
ſtricteſt Senſe of the Appellation. So far were 
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7 Note their wit SYRetty'of Teig), tat al u 
warbling Strains of harmonious Nutnbers. 
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Ehmer fixed" the frantic Rituals of their Na. „ 


tiegal Devotion. ©” Thelr beft Fahner, de- 


t themſelves; and ſplit into numerous 
Sets and Parties, ah 7 one deviſed a Scheme 


piling the ſenſeſes Opinions of them all, run 5 


for himſelf, and a few Fold werz. Theſe Obfer. 
vations, founded upon Fact, ery to evince 1 


tte Muiplicity, not the Want of re rel jo. 
IN in the human e K. I 
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he be an erroneous, and vicious, yet he i IS A tw al I | 1 I 


cresture, at the fame Time. If this 4 diſtinguiſhing 
Characteriſtic of his Nature, be taken out of the 
Account, tis robbing um of his Birthright, _ 
| 5 Pops the Liſt df bare Animale, 
itt a Myſtery, or mere Riddle, to H. | 
ſelf Any to alt 5 1 World. Upon which Account, 
it will puzzle the ſageſt Genius, to form any rea- 
fonable Conjefture, what ſo noble a Creature * 0 
defigned 1 for, why. he was made. 
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Prxrd, raab ed Phils pe oy Sage of of . | 


Antiquity, obſerves with the utmoſt } 
that God, in his Works, Acts the Part ref Gov 7 
merrician, aß having finiſhed” them a all by the ex- 
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Obſervation, in the utmoſt Latitude, Weuld 
bo to run · over the Whole Frame of Nature, and 
enumerate. the-/eparate Uſes of every Part of the 
Creation, in the Material, Animal, and Jute ellefiual - 

World. But to do this, 18 2 Taſk above the 
Capacity of the: minutęſt P Phil iloſopher to diſcharge. 
Thus much only may be aſſerted, in general, that 
"this or that diftin Object of Speculation, what- 
ever it be, that comes in our Way for Examina- 
tion, is ordained for ſome determinate End, and 
the neceſlary Means for obtaining that End, fixt, 
by the Hand DIVINE, in the very Conſtruction 
= their Nature. The numberleſs Parts, of one 


immenſe Whole, unanimouſly contribute, to.pro- - 


duce a ſurprizing Regularity, and -make-up one 
- inimitable Concert of en. . * | (#682 
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a the 3 Canter, "IQ acts in this 2 
matical Manner, we are driven to conclude, that 
MAN ſtands alone, and is ſingular i in his religious 
Capacity. No other Animal, that we know. of, is 
Furniſhed with Inclinations, to pay any regard to 
the Hind that formed him. No one diſcovers 
the leaſt Sij gus of Devotion, in the various Pro- 
penſities, Wor Purfyits of their Nature. What 
Vs call Tying, in them, is nothing but the WON Ke 
derful Directions of infinite Wiſdom, to anfwer © 
the Jeveral Purpoſes of their Being: And its a 
delightfulAmuſement, to conlider,what irre//ible = 
2 e are driven with, —to propagate 
0 Spa Species * What 2 ff Rränge Sagacity do they 


WL diſcover | 


Eaſe and Convenience! And call & . in 
tlltir er Orders, contribute. their Share da ; 
__the:Glory af GD, ind:Godd toit, 
damong that prodigias Multitudeg Gallen Nee 9 5 
of above) that ſtoch the Karth, thi-Air;/and:the 
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ployments, engagzing their Attentinn . 


GION is entirely left out of their Thoughts, 1 


fromm the greateſt to iche leaſt: af ib tien 


| Glory, of thove ,patignal,: t: Crealynids 


perukar to Man;:arifes that und 


the Finger 'Gon.” It is a Belief, as a great 


Philoſopher obſerves, that . naturally ſoars-up to 


the Divine Aurhon 86 all Things; and, even 


without that great Aid of Revelation, tells he . 
World, that the Divinity ſtirs within them, anlegt 
chat GR re ee aut GOD to emacs Fg 


Henk, chen, we have. the 75 Wale of Men's 5 


eee from within, and the Works of Crea« 


tion from without, to eſtabliſi the Belief. of 2 


Daly: And, if what has been advanced, 'upon 
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this d be not fuſlleient for-this/Porpols, | poll 
it is in ain to multiply Words Ile that is an 


Believer, may be 2 poriial Believer (ill; 


Nothing; but ni Deine Vengeance, will bring 
mem to their Senſes, arid make them dolieus by 
what they fect. A woful Experience indeed! to 


be compelled to che Condition df tlioſe accurſid 


wort Io 1%, f Wow: an 1 OLD 


eee en. (\Babitual Gens af Gon upon ke 


and the Ag 
in.the Defence of it ; the Oppoalſers 


Light. All, that here = the Boar of Gon be- 


fore their Hyes, “ cry-dut againſt fem. There 


remains mo Mitigation laß thrifl Guilt, no Cloak 


bluſh, that thus tranſgreſs without a Cauſe, and 
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Jon nous e, calo demittitur alto 
<a "282 159d: of ge] error ene gen phy 2 Wet: 
| E Belief in Gov: is the ue Or, 
: Mankind; (except a few whimſical Repo: 
bates) and aſſented to by the Whole IND of 
Chriſtians, Jews, Turki, and Pagans, that 


daring Error - 
Atheiſm has been fufficiently-taken Netiee of 
and exploded by the foregoing Obſervations! 
But Dill that of Dajſwin is more pr. 


up all che World. That bald and 
e 


other, and ſeems to lurl in every Corner of 
Chriſtendom. In the great Work of Salvation; 
Man is pi 3 — himſelf too 
wiſe to be taught, and to Want 
any foreign Aſſiſtance. "This fatal Deluſion na» 
—_— leads Numbers into 1 _ Profeſſion. 
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i hich i i Error, Wilt rakes 
| _ n conſidered, and condemned. 


9 


nn the ProfecutionpF which Deſign 5 ZN | 
ved, that the Evidences,. for the Truth of 


e aig] <@moghy Avided inte ua. 


Sorts—the External and Internal, By the Exter- 


nal Evidences, we are to underſtand the Force of 
thoſe Arguments, that maybe drawn from the 


Prophetic Deſcriptions of the Meſiab from the 
Facts rechmled ofchim rom the ſwilt and ex 
tenſive Propagation of the Goſpel, and from 
the Predictions of Chriſt, that have been fulſilled 
ſince his Lime: y the int P are meant 
ſuch as ariſe yy the —— in the 
Chriſtian Revelation the Rectitude of the Doc- 
trineg taught, or tho" Rules. preſerived therein. 
n vn WAI n eee ee W 
Vaxious and voluminous have been the Wri- 
1 to give all theſe particular Evidences 
ful strength. and Fer ſpicuiya and Which 
be thoughtifufſicient to anticipate, and predude 
ang; further Labgur upon the Subject. Only, 
is to bei conſidered, that theſe Writings medo - * 
| ſeattered up-and-down,; and are ſo-prolig,as.net 
tothave come to the laſpection of every Reader, . 
Upon which Account, i it cannot be ſuppoſed ins 
proper; to give ſuch:a Sketch, — both of the Ex. 
ternal: and In;erna} Proofs for the Truth of Cheifs 
tianity, as may juſtify our Adherence to ity eM 
well as The heavy Charge brought againſt Thejftis 
cal: Profofſors. Bat er nenn et VII 
onze ngo 23 026: En abel vilgw? 
3 | . ANY 
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5d ue have been {aid co concerning oe . 


Biſſed Saviour, both by Chriftian, Jewiſh, Maho- © 
auetan, and Pagan. Authors. However, they all, 
with one Accord agree that, in the Reign ** 
4 Tiberius. Caſe ſar, — lived ſuch aPerion as Fe/us 
Obrist, and that he ſuffered Death under Fanur 
Pilate, the Roman Governor at that Time in 
Juden. Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny junior, in particu- 
lar, have recorded thus much concerning him, 
and the inveterate Dejfica/ Writers cannot denx 
it. This is as plain Hiſtorical, an Evidence, as 
that there was fuch a Man upon Earth as Fulius 


Ceſar, or Alexander the great: And that Perſon 


would be thought wild and extravagant, Who 
| would adventure. to diſbelieve, or II 10 
_ Wer of Fact. . * AUF 5 
end iD 1014 00 

| "Tur aps hos eee pe, . 5 teſed 
* taught, and the Rules that he laid-down, - 
may be conſidered as the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony, that 
he was a Teacher, come from God, to inform 
the World. He propoſed ſuch a Syſtem of Doc- 


trines, as far ſurpaſſes all that ever was em 5 8 


out by the ableſt Philoſophers; and Le 
who had pretended to inſtruct the Beſt of Man- 


kind ; and that both as to Theory and Praftice. . 3 


8 great ao important. Truth, thax we 
moſt nearly concerned to know, has he re- 


yealed i in the plaineſt Terms, as Occaſions have oc- ; 
curred to mention them. _ The Nature and Per- 85 


, 


fections of the one Supreme Being, (they had ; . 


179 
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Gods e his Previdential Gover ment * 5 


F 
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of the Word. the Iortality of the Soul, the Cer- = 
of future Rewards and Puniffpiontr, c. are 
more fully and diſtinctly held- up to View, in the 


Dort Chriſtian Syſtem: char in all the votumfnoes 


Lectures of the moſt leatned dagen and" 7 
Fuat of Antiquity put together: And let 

Any Impartial Reader, who never heard of eh 
examine the Neu Teſtament End to End, 
and he would certainly conclude, that no mate. 
rial Point of Knowledge was wanting in that 
Compoſition, but that tile Whole ur peared 
w be levent dür nt, and TAE: e 


0 10 ename pe, n theſe Point: þ peel ly, 
would be to eompoſe x whole Syfem of Divinity: 
In Honour, however, of the Chriſtian Sytem 
above that of the Pagan, it may not be amiſs here, 5 
to give a of the latter, in 


weir Deſeriptivns of the State of departed Souls. 


Though che Heather Philoſophers marrrtainec᷑ a fir. 
rare Exiſtence in Rewards and Puniffiments; yet 


ſtmeir Accounts, in this Particular, fall vaſtly 


| Mort, in Grandeur and Propriety, of the Repre- 
made in the Sacred Pages. In Com- 
pariſon of the latter, the firſt are ckildi and 
-  trilling. Alithoſe Phiabſapberr, Poets, and Oratorr, 
were miſerably groſs ; and dwelt too much up- 
off ſenſaal Circumftantials, in their Dehneations of 
that unknown State. They had their Pm for 
© Governor of the Shades below, their Mimue, 
Rhadameanthus, and Surte, for Judges, their 
Acberon, Styx, Cocytus, to be paiſed-over,” by the 
hates 2 their CharewTor n ferry 1 | 


—— 
. 
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their Zhan Fields for the Habitation of the bleſ⸗ 
ſed,” their Tartarul and Orcus for the Receptacles 
of the wicked, their Avernus as a Paſſage to the 
Regions below the Earth, with the Lord knows 

what ridiculous Relations: And any Reader 'of 
Virgil, in particular, may ftand Fa hs that he 
gave into theſe Sentiment: ; (as may be ſeen in that 
Interview between Anchiſes and near) and yet 
this Poet had the moſt maſterly, and beſt-govern- 
ed Imagination of any Man living, and obſerved | 
_ the niceſt Decorum i in his Crates and or 

tions. „ FE, 85 | 


L . 1 1 . 2) „ 
eee ee e ee S dels N 
5 5 


Tex pk ticula uutanbez ofthe with," | | 
tic ON onions) concerning the future State, enter- 
ned by the moſt learned among the Pagan 
Nane, may ſerve to ſhew the weakneſs of hu- 
man Reaſon in its utmoſt Strength. This might 
both damp the preſumptuous Arrogance of the 
moſt ſelf. ſuſſicient De, and endear the Goſpel- 
Revelation'to ns; head * ak {ra Chrif: | 


tian, 


#, £ £ K's N Y Tr % : LY -F* : $A Ps. « *% * 0 " .: ik K 1 
ot 1 | 15 


Tur like Vegetation i is 00 to 5 thee radical 
Doctrines, contained therein, for the Conduct of 
Human Life. In the ſame Sacred Volume, are 
diſtinctly ſet forth, all thoſe duties that we owe to 
God, our Fello Creatures, and Ourſelves; ſome 
of which were entirely left out in the Syllems of 
the beſt Heathen' Moralifts. It is to be conſidered. 
upon this Occaſion, that the Evangelic Doctrine 
was the firſt; that fully recommended that ad- 
mirable Virtue of- un rr bs os becoming 


i 0 i e "s 


HK. 434 


34 18 Fr zel 1 Wiz} 
OY ON ind Condition of fo weak i ae 
EINE a Cre: 9 85 Man i is, /iweetens th the haugh- - 


ty Temper, and renders it agreeable to every Hu- 


man Society, Doing as we would be done wito,; 
, mobi Conter of all worldly. Things 
Regulation of gap og e Fo an 
Im mitation of Gop,in che whole. 4 of Human 
Life, theſe, and ſuch-like ganze Virtues, 
enetration of Mah had never ES t Feed, th fo 
cke among all the Loe es, the Numat, the 
or, and Ariſlotles; which ſhews the E xcellency 
of the Goſpel above Philoſophy, or the _ 
ority of ths Arid ans mehg Hainan. 
Bur, 4 in exalting z the Pertection aig Ch 
tian Law, it is OT to 1 5 upon one 
gadlibe and heroic Virtue, enjoined by it, which 
was ſo far from being ee by the an- 
tient Morali/ts, that the very contrary Diſpoſition 
of Soul is.,cncouraged by them. , When the 
| Divine Legiſlator faid,———love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you. do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them that. deſpitefully ue you; an perſecute 
you ; Lord! What a Command! Well might the 
wondering World ſtand amazed at fuch an un- 
heard-of Doctrine! The greateſt Lawgivers: be- 
fore time had infpired. their Country- men with 
the Love of their Friends, and Mell. wiſbers to 
their Community: But here they ſtopt, and 
broke. of in their Sven of Laws: - Andi It was the 


they were e be kind to your ae 


but revenge W upon your as 
An 


| ele alen. 3 23 c 
ee eee, ed by the Oracle, 


1 f them all, declared frankly, 
that it t9.rejoice at the Warn 1. 


one's Enemies,” Cicero, after him, ha 
eat Maſter 9 Reaſon and Argument, Was 0 5 
enuous Adyocate for Hatred and Revenge + But, 
« the Author and Figiſher of oux Faith,” we ſee, 
teaches quits, another, Leſſon, and arders all his 
Followers to bear an univerſal Goodwill to Man- 
kind; to wiſh the Happineſs, and to prompte the | 
nm of gur very Perſecutors; and all to fu- 
blimate and refine Human Nature to the higheſt 
Degree, and make us reſemble that great and be- 
4 —; en, F 
Unthankful, oy nth be at 55 the Ju 7: 
Lis «pan the H, e 


Br what has been 3 upon a abs als 


Uo may plainly. be perceived, that the Goſpel In/ti- 
 ?ution. is calculated by Heaven to promote the 


moſt heroic, SEUETONS, and diffjuſrue Benev glence. 
The Plan of it is, to reſtrain Human Nature from 
being partial, e lb, or confined to any Party, Sect, 

or Profeſſion of Men. No, ſays the great Found- - 
er of amiable Chriſtianity, << if ye love them that 
love you what Thanks have you De not Heathens. 
and Publicans the ſame ? As he ſpake as never 
Man ſpake, ſo he loved as never Man loved, do- 
ing all the Gogd in his Power both to the Bodies 


and Souls of Meg :| And. all his true Followers - 


are required to do as he did, to be of his Temper, | 


and to embrace, with the moſt 1 Ling : 


the whale Cn RO ys os 
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 Abn/thdded; nothing can be neh 
| Fal, than that all the Improvements, and Re- 
formations, that have been made, in the ſavage 


Dipoſitions of Men, have been owing to this re- 


 tigious Inflitution, that the Deiſtical Spirit of ſome 
would reject: Juſt as the Clouds once conſpired 
to put · out the Sun; that Sun, that raiſed them 
to their Eminence, ge" cauſed them 'to ride in 
Majeſtic Triumph over the Earth. Be that as it 
priced Humanity is become the Characteriſtic of 
every Chriſtian Nation; now civilized, and made 
gentle, and purged from that brutiſh Rage, and di- 
abolical Spirit of Revenge, that reigned horribly 


in ſome former Theiftical Ages. This happy 


Change, for the better, evidently appears from the 
Management of the late Wars, between the 
Chriſtian Powers. All Parties, indeed, have 


_ _  Rood-up in Defence of their ſuppoſed Rights; 


ut, upon Submiſſion of the Enemy, Mercy has 
kaken Place in the Room of Cruelty and Bloodſhed. 
On the contrary, in the old Pagan Nations, every 
Soldier, of the contending Parties, carried to the 
Field of Battle the rank Spirit of a Fiend or a 
Brute. Their-falſe Religion had laid no Reſtraint 
upon their Las and Paſſions; but, contrary-wilſe, 
enflamed them to commit the moſt violent Out- 
rages againſt every one that ſtood in their Way. 


It was not thought enough to conquer, unleſs. 


they might glut their hi Malice to the full, 
by butchering all their proſtrate Enemies, - or 


driving them into perpetual Slavery. The Ty- 
rants of that Caſt of Thinking and Acting, were 
profeſſedly a Group of furious Dei/s, together 

| N . 2 4 - * ] 


i 


Find Heaven, chat al and Weid 5 Spirit er 
Paganiſn is confined entirely within the Circle 
of the Pagan Nations! Chriſtendom is under the 
happy Influence of the mild and peaceful Spirit of 
the Goſpd—to their Glory! And, as the Luſts 
and Paſſions of Men were (by Indulgence) too 
headſtrong for Reaſon and the Law of Nature, 
Chriſtianity was introduced (as a Balance of 
Power) to regulate and quell them. It was in- 
troduced by the God of all 9 buy i ie Ar the - 
Scheme of Deifm to r it. | 


» . 3 
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Ir was the Clrviglin ad mad Rehna, grown 
exceſſive by Faſhion, and Length of Time, that 
made this Diuine Expedient neceſſary. Infinite 
Goodneſs could never ſuffer all Human Creatures 

under Heaven to walk after their own Imagina- 

tions; to be continually wanderingoutof the Paths 
of Virtue and Happineſs, and to make this Earth 
into an Emblem of Hell. Infinite Wiſdom ſaw, 
that neither the Strength of Reaſon, ( debilitated 
by Abuſe) nor the Terror of Human Lau, could 
bind thoſe rude Paſſions to their good Behaviour. 
The great Men, and the wiſe Men of every Na- 
tion, in the State of Nature, had long bewildered 
themſelves, to find-out a Balance of Power againſt 
the Evil of Error and Vice: But they had a la- 
boured in Vain. In this extreme Neceſſity, Hea- 
ven interpoſed to reduce the World to Order, 
and keep it there, by laying-· down before them 
in expreſs Terms, what they were to believe, and 
practice; and all enforced with the awful Sanc- 


f 


80 ruf 446830 eurer 


- tions of rernal Rewards and Pur 1 . Ihe 
Purity and Perfection, of this 1 
has engaged the Admiratipn of the T. 


Siatars, and won over ſuch incredible Numbers to 

the Faith and Obedience of the Goſpel Rules! 
Kings, Subjects, Supetiors, Inferiors, the learned 
Greeks, the wiſe Romans, Jews, and Pagans, of 
every Denomination, haye become/its Ergſelytes, 
upon the firſt Propaſal. It was this to, that fo. 
endeared it to the whole Body of the firſt Chniſ. 
 tians, that, rather than renounge it, they would 
ſuffer their Properties to be plundered, and them - 
ſelves baniſhed, to wander about the Earth, with- 

qut Proſpect of any other Thing, but Impriſop- 

ment, Beggary, Stripes, and In ſhort, 
ſuch a rational Scheme of Doctrine, ſo perfectiue 
of Human Nature, gained the Veneration of all 


Sorts and Conditions of Men, and was looked, 


upon to have ſomething more than Human in it, 

that cpuld work ſuch ſignal Effects, and ſo tranſ- 

orm Men's Nature, as to make the Adulterer 

chaſte — the Drunkard temperate— the n. 
th Malicious mereciful, e. 


| 5 all the Antichri i/tian Theoriſts ſill plead hs 
the Power of Reaſon to be that Balance of Power 
againſt Error and Vice: And it might be grant- - 
ed ſufficient to direct the Minds, and controul the 
Wills of Men, provided it was perfed in Degree, 

and inceſſant in Exertion. But it is to be con- 
ſidered; that, in ſome Natures, it ſcarce exiſts at 
all; in muſt it is but weak; and in all it is de- 


fective: And this is the Cauſe of thoſe various: 
| Ps Se Sen- 
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8 ole monſtrous Jrregularities of Lite, : And Yor, 
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Pagen, will NY r 
| nb the Motions te the uman e Huy, upop 


= the Trial, it turns wertigenous, hy $_ neith er wtf 
8. enough, 40 5 15 1955 
ne Point ere is but i 5 mm 

= arten Plans * Human Life; which, if we mil 3 
A Diforder enſues, gr cater or-lefler, : accordin a9. - 

| the Degree. or Quality of che Deviation, oy 
. 0 hit this, RECTUM x 8 Tincipal 
Aim of every Mortal; and vet, 10, 1975 it is a m 
tzhan | Herculean. Taſk, as there are 2. houlan 
X Yam nib ho e 
riterion, as others fall thort of it; Some. are 


1 0 - 


Somer ramble.j in greater Latitudes, others i 
All Parties, however, coincide to run into Error: 


; Wed 1 e Variations, * the W 


1 71 2 e 


141 71 


1 is om ext 8 3 we 
ſee, that holds. al} Nature feady, | or what keeps 
every, T hing, i in the Material World, in che ut- 
moſt Regularity. No rambling wild Excurſions, | 
no running into agg Extremes; ainong inani- | 
mate Beings. All the Powers at Work there, are 
counterpoiſed to; the laſt ac of Nicety; to 
the Wonder of Philoſophy, and to the Shame of 
bungling Mimic Art, How finely do the Planets 
ew Vacuo, about the 9 Sunk But what 


r is | 
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of centripetal and centrifagal Vir 1 
0 Altitudol) ſo blended together in their Na- 
tures, as to produce a moſt perfect Order in their 


Courſes! If we cguld ſuppoſe the leaſt leſs Attrac- | 
_ {tion or Pre ojection, among thoſe maffy pendent 
Bodies, ee librata fuis) they would 
either tend immediately to fly-out in Tangents, 


'or drop into the Central Body. It may Strike 


the moſt ſtupid Breaſt with'a"/acred Shudder,'/at 


confiderin g this ſin gle Inſtance” of the Divine 


 Geometrician, WhO hath made every Thing in 
Number, Weight, and Megfüren How nicely j juſt 
(as before obſerved) is the Poſition of this Globe 8 
'of our's from the Sun, ſo 2s neither to ſcorch 


nor ſtarve the Inhabitants! With what exact Pro- 
priety are the Elements of Air, Earth, Fire, and 


Water, tempered together in the Dünen Frame, 
(and in the Frame of every Thing breathing) 


fo, as to preſerve an Equilibrium in the whole ani- 


mated Compound, and prevent 2 Diſſolution! 
But “ there is no End of his Greatneſs ;*” and 


Inſtances of. exquiſite Skill in natural Poiſes are 
not to be numbered: For indeed; a 5 Balance 


of Power runs through the Works of inanimate 
Creation, and the fame may be fuppoſed of the 


Brute Agency. It cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe, 
whilſt infinite Wiſdom enacted the Laws of their 


Nature, and ſays to every individual Power, as 


he once ſaid to the Sea——— hitherto thalt thou 
| 80, and no fortirer. = | 


 Tavs 


| iel, that makes them inceſantly obſerve theje 4 a 
5 Circumvolutions, but a proportionate 
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ee e ad fo er this Reatbn; deny Thi 
—— and gut, There is a MO. 
er BINIS; beyond which they cannot paſs: 


And it would be well, if the ſume could be OY 
of the Rationat World. But alas! chere is not 
the leaſt Neſemblance or Anale 0 


[Infnito-Wifiom a 1 
-nire; and ſtests its Courſe (an@doubtleſs/of Beule 


Nmsuetoq;) but chat poor, weak; frait Creature, 
called MAN, is left in the Hand of his own 


Tounlals, it mut be dn in a State of Free: Agency, 


aud chile Go, does not deterinine his Liberty © 
eee eee e at p INN 


m6 kireliices: burning. > 


their» Children in Batrifice to idols Kc. Can 
you believe that human Creatures could be epa. 
ble of ſo he Degeneracy I It is Matter of 
Tack, not to be denied: And is this the State, 
chat the Set of Dejfical Infidels; and Rakes, (un- 


dertheProtenocofBricatdihip)wouldfccommend, —= 


and invite us to embrace? Shall we throw-away 1 


that would toorſe 
than Beaſtiality. This were to imitate the Folly 
of the Sheep 1 in the Fable, who diſmiſſed the 
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 onfable Chriltianiny, ee with Religion, * 
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| Dogs, ts graze ubder the Proteion-of Wolves : 
For it is DDr 
is always the fame: Andygif we were onct to fall 
back into the State of thoſe old Gentiles, we 
mould isſenſibly Hide, by Degrees, into their 
maddeſt Abominations. If this be all the Ser- 
„ vice, that the Deifs will do for us, then—farwell 
= ye Hahſiant, Bolingbrokians, Poltait » Humi/ts, &c. 
5 5 Kc. Kc. Ter my Soul be with the Chuifins,” * 
© 8 . aN 5 
5 Fixaur, for all the blältering ; 
4. hampions of the Theiſtical Cauſe; 
thoſe of Lies; Blaſphemies,; and 
1 bfurdities, that y have flung into the World; 
 . the abs egiſlators, the deepeſt Politicians, the 
moſt learned Examiners and Revirtuert, have 
unanimouſiy given -in their Verdict that the 
_ Chriſtien Revelation is the only Plan, that could 
be deviſed, for promoting the Happineſs and 
Wel- Being of both private Perſons and public 
Bodies of Men: And it is evident, even to com- 
mon Senſe that the Introduction of Deiſin 
a 2 breed nothing but Confuſion, and Miſ. 
Chief in Society ; unſettle Men's Minds, and let- 
Iooſe their Paſſions, like Milton's Hoſt of Fiends, 
to range through the Earth in their utmoſt Fury. 
Conſequently, as it is an Error in Judgment, of 
all Errors the moſt fatal, and diabolical; as it 
aſſects both the t eternal Concerns of 
all Mankind; it can never e 
e EY 


35%; 


. * — 2 >. 2 8 
fy ITE FE Atty £5: v 
"= 7 4 8. 44 1 1 1 * * 34 $-* if 


1 


8 ; * 2 5 7 . 3 1 8 F 2 . 5 4 3 : : # 4 
1 1. x: Shirts; FCC 


5 *. red 5 1285 4 * 2 2 8 * % 4 1 1 8 *. * * bf 7 £ ; 22 
+ * 4 3 9 * 3 A 3 & a 4 = * s : 4 k In wn 2 ** 2 4 * — * 1 5 & TY 9 4 ＋ y % + 8 * 


F ; 
ans, 4 
8 
5 * 
* 
* 
- 
- 
* 
oh. 
. 
— 
: 
4 
* 
yo 
WA 
i 
<4 
4 
$0 
FLEX 
# 
at 
* 
* 
= 
* 
= 
* 
#4 
£m 
* * 
* 
- 
= 
3 


S. /1 
* oo <4 6 * 
£ SY 2 Fo 1 


* 


* 


Ne cite credideris 


(for all bis Pride of Reaſon's Gift). but. 
What forms a conſiſtent. Plan of ation, and. 
invariably purſues it. This 5, re/tleſs Lord 
Creation (as he calls himſelf). can never be 
Kept within due in his mental Exercita - 
tions, but rambles into the moſt extravagant Ex- 
curſions. It is not for the purpoſe of the preſent 
Deſign to take Notice of—the Blunders of Stateſ- 
men, (ſo uncommon at this Time Miſtakes of 
of the Learned—the- 


 Miſmanagements: in Civ 
Commerce, or the like. Thels Kerors have only 
a Reference to the trivial Concerns of a 
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2 State bere, and the Miſchief = wud a 
Wrong Theory ſpreads no further. But Religious 

Delufions have no ſuch Limits to their Evils; but 
extend to Men's immortal Concerns, and lead 


1 5 them on blindfold i into Miſery and Ruin. 


p * 1 4 2 , 1 4 2 
80 luxuriant were the Religious 
ſions of the old Pagan World, that, not content 
with the Belief of one Supreme God, they invent- 
ed ny falſe Deities, as was the Skill of 
wh beſt Ah Antiquarian to Hf 55 Sb "Modern 

- Chriſtians, not ſatisfied with thoſe Articles, that 
all-wiſe Heaven has preſcribed to their Faith, 


: have made ſo many Superadditions to them, as calls 


aloud for the utmoſt Efforts to ſuppteſs them. 
As this has been done often in the moſt ſatisfac< 

tory Manner, x Superaddition of Atguments 0 
the ſame Purpoſe; may ſeem as Heedlefs, as their 
8 uper/titious Superadditions are wicked. But what 
my juſtify ſome further Afimadverfions upen 
them 18 — their having % made the Commantl. 


nene G of no ec? by their Traditivhs >" eas = 


ven guid 
breaking out of the fight Line of "Faith intb 
thoſe wild Deviations, ſo NE in MAN, aud 
x, Mogan OE 1 . 45 


lu the Courſe of . — Deſigh; 


un 
quiſite to make a Tranſition here, from An. 
chriſtian Infidelity to Unehriſtian Superſtition. IK 
is not an unnatural Step, though they be Crimes 
o d:/tant from each other, and there be 50 G 
vection bet uren them. They ate both ä 


94 e 1 
— 


e us into all Truth, and'Kkeep us From 


* N > 4:45 i & 
Ee 5 


Pt dae in vli0n· . 


a Eiter Ene, however, fuch à Croad of Variery 


| Je Boll in" every Güte l - 


offer thettſebves be View" at firſt Sight, 48 ts e 


Wilder che . 
Upon ES Indeed, tht moſt ab/urd 
. 


(58% 


| Were to begin £0 Geis, 
5 3 


0 before gs teen 530 Ade oj — S 5 


fills . 
proper to premſʒe that hong revolved 
thotgh never I5 oppoſite" to Truth; ate hard 46 


ig Artckes 10 be confidered, it wy be 
Opinions 


be eradicated.” There iv" # wide Difevinte Be! 


tween untaught and tag Tghorance, und thelnf 


is more incurable than the firſt. The one 15 

capable, und willing to be informed, bil the 4 N 
other thinks itſelf above Iiſtruction, and too 

wiſe to leut᷑n any further. There is feafte un . 

Cure for one who has been tau 
tions, and improved his Mind into learned 
norance. He is generally 
Aſlaults of Arguments, and defies their Power?” 5 
The viigrographita/ Antients had long "conceived 
an Opinien, that the Eurth-was one entire — 


and ridieuled the Doctrine of the Anripader at 


wrong Now 


Proof agamit all the 


firſt, with all their Httle Wit; and; ut laſt, 7. _ 
detvined'it as Hereſy, But d2ep-roved Prejudices ity — 
R 


gien ares of all others, the Hardeſt to be 
cleared off the Mind; as that is looked upon to 
be of the utmoſt Importance, and the laſt Thing, 
to be gien up He that offers to reform others 
in VO Situation, 4s taken lot an ank 
uſed 


n 


| 

| 

| 
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WP" TOP Or, at leaſt, Agen 


ſent his kind Intentions, they will however pity 


His Weakneſs, and with his better Information: 
And, indeed, to refute ſuch, and bring them over 


to Truth, may ſeem as fruitleſs an Attempt as 
endeavouring to argue the raging Ocean into a 


Calm, to diſpute an Ethiopian white, or to ſcale 
Heaven with a Ladder of Mountains. But there 


is no general Rule without Exception; and 


Fact has teſtified, that the greateſt diſſiculties 


have been ſurmounted by Magnanimity and ap- 
plication : And, even, though the beſt Efforts ' 


may fail of Surcdls; yet Duty requires a proper 


Uſe of them: And the firſt e ee 
W lr es is—7 . e 


Tin learned Doctor Tien have: fine Obler- 


f vation to the preſent Purpoſe. It might ſeem 
. ſays he, if a Man ſhould undertake to 


write a Book, in Order to prove, that an Egg is 


| not an Elephant, or that a Muſket Bullet is not 


a Pike.“ His Obſervation is plainly grounded 
upon this that the Doctrine of the rea Pre. 


fence i in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 
contrary to Men's Senſes; and conſequently, 


needs no diſproving. It is moſt ſtrange indeed, 
that Mankind ſhould be compelled to judge, of 


any religious Doctrine, by other Facuitiet than 
theſe which Gop ALMionrv has given them; 
and that Rea/on ſhould be on one Side of the 
Queſtion, and Truth on the other. If this was 


once admitted as a Maxim, there would be an End 
of all reaſoning ever after, and there would be 


no 


7 8 * 4 * 


F AGAINST /TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 


no fuck Thing as Certainy in the the World: Yet, Po 
io Reſpect of the, Eucharif, there is a particular = 


(not. Catholic) Church, that profumpruou/ly calls her- 
ſelf infallible, which teaches and SF vg 998 


this Blood.“ Good Gop | can fo YL 
| ception deſerye a ſalemm Refutation ? If they do 
Beartily believe it, (which is hardly. to be ima - 
gined) they are the moſt wrong - headed, the moſt 
deluded, the moſt infatuated People in the Whole 


tent, all the /uper/titioue Enthuſiaſts, in the Pagan, 
JFeuſb, Mahometan, or Chriſtian Church, that 8 
1 ever exiſted lince the Sen And without ati 5 
truly fy. that their "_ < Plus- alina af 
dee „e BY HL Þ WEE 16595 lui 
h ne : * 4 . 
© $a . | 
Chrid——* this is my Body. 5 Upon which 
theſe pertinent ions may be propoſed to be 
5 Phi ar e not call himſelf a Rock—a 
Door, and Vine? But wil they be ſo difiratted, | 
as to maintain obſtinately, that he is literally 
changed into all theſe things? Would not this 
make a more ſtrange M phojes; than ever 
was deſcribed by Guild? Büt 2 not 2 15 
himſelf add this do in Rememb of me?” 
| But how can ve be faidto remember him, he 
* 3 Don't den . 
un 5 


* 


* 


Wes A * ; 
. 
n 


lieve that, in this Supper of the Lord, the 

whole Subſtance of the Bread is turned into his 2 
Body, and the whole Subſtance of the Wine into 
Frantic a Con- 


World! They over paſs, in the. moſt ſublime EX. 


18 BS, 09H len np erbse 
att we. preſent ones? mis not. 


fret tas, and foot the Bread and Wines i a 


Satriment, to de Rread and Wine, | after-Conſe- 


eration? Are all Men's Senſes deceived in ſo 


Plain a Matter of Fact? When our Dine Teacher 
Wofkted Miracles to confirm his Doctrine, did he 
bot appeal t all Men's Senſes? Did nat l 
Apoſtles take the ſame Method to! convince the 
World, that Chirzſtzanity was from Heaven? In 
Shorty there(a#re-fo any and {0:great Objections 
againſt the Doctrine of the real Preſence, as they 
ee, that a Man muſt throw away Rs r 
Senſes, and utterly unman himſelf, before hea 
rer: e ch; Tenet. TE? 


LS 
28.) EY ' 3 * F 


inn this, the Geber ofthe New bo 


e 


| e eee they 4 
: Dodrine) do aſſure us, that out! 
into Heaven, and ſitteth on the Right fand f 
So. But how extravagant does it look, to 

maintan; at the ſame Time, that he is eng 
Whole aud entire, in every conſecratect Wasen, 
and in io many. different Places at once! Ihe 


Nou ſh Sacrament, we Her, is celebrated in 


numerous Places: on the fame Day, and the fame 
Hour of that Day, far diſtant from each other. 
Now, it is the known Property of all materia! 
'Subſtances, to be extant in one Place. only, and 
cireumſctibed within a certain Boundary, at the 
fame Inſtant of Time. This is true Phileſuphy, | 
and Divinity does neuer contradict it. But, ac- 
cording to their conſubſtantiating Scheme, our 


3 2 muſt be in Heaven 
and 


| 2 8 10 c KIN | | 5 | GH EY 5 
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1 pon Earth, a 8 is Nay ion. and that, 


in all the different Churches, 1 eir particular 
hy Altars, private "Euchariftical Soletnuities, ; and 


public Proceſſions of the Hoſt, and al at one pre- | 
ce! Moment. But this Doctrine is diametrically | 


oppoſite to all: the Philoſophy and, | i winity i 3 
the World, EXCEP Tf that of the wicke: | one e Ove 1 


Romſſo Church 


n HAT £390. E LETS 


Serpens Amen genuit, ut fieret DRACO. 


Monſtrum horrendum, Informe, ws cud lines | 


a 5 x : 
Ir may. ſuffice to be reds curtis upon 


the preſent Subject, that there is not the leaſt _ 


| Intimation of ſuch a Doctrine being taught or re- 
ceived among Chriſtians, in all the Writings of 
the Jewiſh or Pagan Authors. The immediate 


Followers of Chriſt, and thoſe for a long Time 
after, knew nothing of it. . And of all the Argu- 


ments of both Jews and Gentiles againſt the Chri/ 


tians, in the pureſt Ages of the Church, not one - 


Word is to be found about it. -This is an unde- 


niable Evidence of its Novelty, and that it was 
no Doctrine of the then Chriſtian Church. And 


it is not poſſible to think, that all the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity would have been filent upon fo 


great an Object of Ridicule, . and Triumph. 


— 


Certainly, nothing could have been a fairer Butt 


tor their Malice, nor have given them 4 greater 
Occaſion to raiſe their loudeſt Clamours, and 
bittereſt Reproaches. This abſurd Tenet, how- 


ever, crept privately, and untaken Notice of into 
T 


\ 


- 
3 
wing _— 
- 


of Fi Tz 
of i 7 by 7 b * - N fe 


the Greek Church, and from then 


rous Articles of Religian, that, 
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ce was admit- 


at 
Council af Trent, along With thoſe other _ 


mighty COLOSSUSES, reared up their = 


Heads, and lied. O Shame to CH 
Habeat jam Roma pudorem. 


* 


ſhould exiff, on this Side of the future 
7 Animal is COL defective in its. 


hays i, 5 
nels, apy ira: ens e einge 
And, for all the Hignity of Human Nature, and 
that nable Superiority, which ſo fairly Ati | 
MAN from other Animals, he has his interae/ im- 
perfections, as well as his bodily Defects. 3 2 
Mealneſi of this Kind, he ſeems to be Was 
and ſtand alone from all other Creatures, 
that is in SY STITIOUS Folly. 
runs throughout every Human Nature, and 

Wo G2 „„ 


— 


f perimental and notorious Demon 


| them; the ONE Supreme GOD was born. 


p ef 


0M Ty AR | 
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we all feel ſomething within us, of this Kind, 
that, at Turns, almoſt gets the better of our beſt 

| Reafonings, and baffles our bogſted Philoſophy : 
But it is generally an Over-Balance, and prepon- 

derates in ignorant and yulgar Minds. An 3 


we have in the Polytheiſtical Credulity of the old. 
Pagan Worfpippers. N ſotwithſtanding the 3 
of their Reaſon, in many of tlie ableſt Sort amo 


by 4 mumberlefb Crbud Gf imaginary Deities. 
The Caſe is but too ſimilar, among a great Body 
of modern Chriſtians, Theſe have taken into 
the Articles of their CREED; fuch a Number 
of—Tutelar Angels — Mediators—lInterceſſors, &c. as 
has degraded, the ONE Mediator . of the Bible, 
and has given Occafion to the whole Band of 
Infidel Enemies to brand Chriſtendom with the 


mon odio be mae and d foulef Diſgrace. . ; * 


11 Aid not be Sure here, 60 a 1 
of thoſe pretended Saints, that have been deified, 5 
as-it were, and taken into the Roman Calendar, 


for Divine Adoration.” As the Virgin Mary is ne 5 


higheſt in their Eſteem, and ſo often addreſſed 
as their principal Enterceſfor; with God; it is moſt 
to the Purpoſe to animadvert upon this Sort of 
fupenbitious Veneration. The frantic Titles given 
her; together with the blaſphemous Prayers of 


theſe blinded Votaries, are fuch, as may fhock 


any ſober"Chriſtian, and ſend: bim to his N 75 a 
for their Reformation. They preſumtuouſly ſtile 
_— r of Heaven—the M mar of Grace, i 


Rant 0 'and 
| 8 I | | 


a 


| AGAINST. SAINT-= KEDraTOuNty. r 


and even the Mother of God; and beſeech her. 
to/beſtow'eternal Life upon e And, as they 


ſtrenuouſſy perſiſt in this Abomina- 
tion; it is a ſeaſonable Buſineſs th; confront. it by” 
ſetting forth its Originality. Novel, and 5 
riety A ih eg : | 
mm 4 xatios De wading. oem; . 
As to its Gees it is manifeltly-derived From „ 

that old/Veteratidn{o(wel may the Church e 
Rome plead Antiquit yd duſtomary mr ge 
the Heathen Nations. Thoſe benigbred Devdtees 
could not but take Notice of the admirable 
Structure, and Regularity uf the heavenly Bodies 
over their Heads. They could conſider WM hh?3W? 
what great Beneſits were derived upon Mankin eg 
by their Influence. As thoſeuBtople, of ithit 
Time of Ignuranee, were raviſbd into an Ak, 

miration of cheſt leneſcial Vſes, they concluded, 

that the Gods employed them, as Miniſters in the 
Government of the World; md that, therefore, ? 

Men ought to worſhip the Stars and Spheres: — 
And, from worſhipping them, they proceed ed 
to look upon them as Mediator between the | 
Gods and Men., Being conſcicus likewiſe: of, 
their own Vileneſs, and the purer-Nature bf | 

Superior Deities, they ſuppeſed, that e. N 
be ſome Sort of Mediatonſhip by Means of which, 

they might have Acceſs to thoſe heavenly 
Beings ; : And as they were unacquainted with 
the true Mediator, between God and Man, they, 

fixed upon the ee Hoſt of Heaven for their 
ae 3113 0 5 5111 77! Doi K 


eit Bai han a 1 1210 2 kt t ee a 
N | | " Bearves, | 
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© Batre, it was too cuſtomary, GD know. 
is choſe Supor/ftitions Ages of che World, to pay 
a. Sort of Devotions! Reverence to their great Men 
whilſt: alive, and to deify them when dend. 
Their Kings, Lawgivers, Heroes, and Puliticiane, in 
particular, were admired to Extravaganee in 
their Times, and thus exalted among the Num- 
ber of the Gods, through the ih neu of N 
Inferiors. The Romi Church have plainly cop) 
ed the Superſtition of thoſe ſtupid Gentiles, th 
they have: not the ſame Tencranceto plead Fry 2» 
Excuſe. The Buok of God lies open before 
them for the Inſtruction of all Chriſtians; and, 24 
ee een Chak © 1:8 got we. ; 
M0 DO TEQUN SH nnn 
"Int ee How. they can have the Face to 
plaad Antiquity,” in Juſtification ef this Practice! 
For chougb it ſprung from ſo wi Pedigree; it 
was never. admitted into any CBrHj,j Church, 
till about 40 years after? dur Soviow?s Time. 
But, in the Beginning uf the eighth Century, RN . 
made a-vigorous Puth for a Settlement there, 
when Learning was at the loweſt Ebb, and gryſt 
Erorante nid Stuperſtition had overſpread moſt. / 
Parts of the Chien World: And then it Was 
introduced, and has bern upheld ever fince, by 
F ; 
Se: eas ane 8 that the c 
ürſt Heng of the Cbriſtiant was ſet om Foot by 5 
the Simonians, u Ser that ſprung from Simm 
, Magus, mentioned in the Acts of the Apoſties. 
He was born in a City of Samaria, and died in 


7 


\ 


the Time of th Emperor Mov. He 


wer | SAINT-MBDIATORSHIP, +. 3 


gave 1t out; that he was the mighty weil of 5 : : 


Bod, and ſent from Heaven to the Earth. He 


patched up a Medley Syſtem. of Thealzgy, cut f 
" Plato's Philoſophy, the Morality of the Heather, 


and the Dodrines of Chriſtianity, From the Fla. 
Articles, concerning . ; 
and pretended, that there could be no Salvation 


without their Invocation; who were the Mai- 
tort between Go and Man. The Gno/tics,: wo To 


were the Diſciples of the ſame Simon, adopted the 
ſame Practice of worſhipping Angels: To which 
ſupenſtitiaus Article, St. Paul ſeems to allude; in 
his Epiſtle to the Colgſſians, and utterly condemns 
it. So that, from this Account, we ſee, it had 
been ſilenced, and lay dormant from the Apoſtolic 
Age, (as we never find it revived; in Ecclefiaſtical 
Hiſtory, during that Time) till, about the Mid. 
dle of the fourth Century; eee 


uubinzſical Females took it into their Heads ta re 


new. it: And, therefore, the fame. „ 

who lived about that Lime, calls it the 
HERESY of the WOMEN.“ For all that, like 
other Evils, it gathered Strength in Time and by 


Degrees, and got firmly eſtabliſhed at the Cuumci / 


of Trent; along with the reſt of thoſe magſtrout 
Articles, triumphantly ſettled there, and in that 
moſt corrupted of all the corrupted Courts. upon 


Earth. But there remains a heavier wen 
ane. Ae Ane 


uns, the vil Deſcent, and ue 
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_ behold!” the great unerring God riſes up in 
Judgment to condemn it. There is ho propok- 


tion, in all the Sacred Pages, more clearly r d, 
or laid down in more poſitive Terms, than 


that there is one MEDIATOR between God and 
| - Man, the Man Chrift Teſts,” This evidently im- 

' plies; that there is BUT one. For the Expreſ- 
ſion is the ſame concerning one Gob as ve Medi- 
'ator. This Scripture Pg. alone is ſufficient to 


*throw down' that huge COLOSSUS of Roniſh 


' Mediatorſhip, which has been raiſed up to "the 
Virgin Mary. Reared up it has been Gop 


knows! though i it be“ the baſeleſs Fabrick of 
a Vifen.” For does our Saviour ſay ONE Word, 


to encourage or recommend it? Did his Apy/let, 


among all their Directions concerning Prayer, 
give the leaſt Hint of putting up Petitions for 
'her Interegſion? Certainly, if this Sort of Devo- 
tion had been a Cyriſtian Duty, they would never 
have been utterly ſilent about it. In all the Epiſtles 
of the Apo/iles, her Name is never fo much as once 
named, for all the endleſs 2 that are faid of 
her by the Church of Rome. On the direct con- 
trary, in ſhort, if we confult the whole Bible, 
we ſhall find, that—all vain Imaginationt in Mat- 
ters of Religion al Contrarieties to what Gov 
has revealed—all Will-worfhip, and—all Sorts of 


traditionary n are 1 Wr TOP 
e #7 "OP : 1 8 
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© Saint: Mentor bp, men VO be juſtiy Gn 
the Hereſy of Hereſies! Of all the Hereſies, that 


Rave prung uß in the Church of Rome, this is one 
of 


AGAINST SAINT4MEDIATORSHIP r 


ol the abet Of all thoſe crying vi in that 
Communion; this is one of the laude! Of all the 


falſe Doctrinet of that falſe Church, this is one of 


the falſeſt! Of all the little Quibbles in Support 
af their Maſs of Errörs; the leaſt can be faid for 
this! None but the\weakeſt of Minds could in- 
vent it, and thoſe too under the Power and Delu- 

ſion of the Evil Spirit. In a Word, this Sin ap- 
pears, upon an impartial View, to be* © exceeding 
Jinfil;*-——as. it is Point- blank contrary to the 


Genius and Spirit of the Goſpel-—as it robs Go 


of his | Hanowr, in ſuppoſing him to appoint a 


weak Mediator —as it dethrones Cbriſ from ſit- 
ting on the Right -· Hand of Gop, in the Capacity 
of Man's Hiterceſſur ! O good Heavens, extirpate 
and deſtroy this -accurſed: Sin from off all the 
Earth! O thau Goo: of all Truth, keep ĩt out of 
the Hearts of all thy faithful Servant! O all ye 
Fellow-Chriftians, pray ardently for the Forgive- 
neſs, and Reformation of all thoſe blinded, de- 
| wi Ap eva who: have been We 1 
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"Ton: Farpatutle of its  Original<he Wen- Ant- 
quity of it its direct Oppoſition to Gop's' Word, 
are an äggregate of Objettions. Jo ſtrong in the 
Disfavour of it, an may ſet every Chriſtian's Heart 5 
againſt it. But the Unphi of ãt may 
not improperly be added to tlie reſt. All Men in 
their Senſes muſt allow; that particular Spirits are 
circumſcribed, and conſined to particular Places, | 
at. the ſame Inſtant of Time. Let us ſuppoſe 
that . (their W = 
| , 9 ro- a 


+ + TEE SACRED OUTORY. Ke he 


| Profelſors incluſtve) wert opening 8 . 
Caſes to the Virgin r | 
Time; can they be fo ſtupid as to think, that ſhe 
can poſhbly attend thuſe various Priitiunt of thoſe 
far. remote Votaries, and all at once? They may 
cry aloud, indeed, like the ſottiſu Worthippers-of 
Baal, but the Chriſtian Iaalateru will ſpeed no 
better than the Heathen ones did ;'who found at 
Alt, — 8 
neither Voice (in Return) nor any to anſwer, nor any 
[that regarded.” It is the ſdle Preroꝶa 8 , 
SUPREME Being to-be omni t and omni- - 
(ſcient; And, as b will not-give bis Glory tio 
ga another, nur hit Hraiſe da gruven fmnnges; ſd it is 
the higheſt Point of arrggant Preſumpiion to ex- 
pet, that he will comravnicate that incommuni- 
cable Attribute to any gloriſied Spirit of all the 
heavenly Hoſt, cena nee ne. 2 
* wann. IV 


27 


| : wil 2 
3 N eee eee ting 
the Saluts in Heaven, is to pay a profound Reve- 
F trence to their Memory, by following ſuch ſhining 
N. Examples of Piety and Virtue. This will be ac- 
=_— Cceptable to the Father of Spirits, and cauſe uni- 
1  verſal Joy among all the heavenly Hoſt of Angels; 
=_ r Care to write after ſuch fair 
Copies, and form our Conduct after the Model 
of their renownedLives, weiſhall, : at neee 
e nen * | 


„0 + ie Mandate ee ee As 
8; voluntary Humility, and worſhiping of Angels.” 
| Len of ani relgioſum near. 5 
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Canidiam,; Medeans, exiſting among 
who can read it, if they pleaſe, or hear it read, 


they can: Whether they be.native or forcign= 


of the 2 he's r tem 
nal, or [eal Pro 


5 the eng = gloomy Notions of—. 


5 Divination | 
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UB AIG SALVE De. n? of bY Fw 16 Dan 
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\ 'S . — aid he was A Native of the Unt. 
XA 5 de, 16 the Author, as ſuch, begs Leave 
pre rt the 'fir{t Part, of the following Eſſay, 
to the Parr atroniſm and Protection of—all Circeans, 


%* 


1 


50 3 ” DEDICATION... EINE 


Dries »Necromancy,- Xa Oc 


 Incantation, - Sympathetic Operations, Second-Sighted- 
neſi, Philtriſm, the Black-Art, Sooth-Saying, 3 


ngſtication, Palmiſtry, Aſtraloky, Vaticination, Enchant-- 

ment, Infatuation, A uruſpicy, W544 Fafcination, 

| Working with familiar Spiri ty ng 
jn, Gymnoſophiiſm, 2 — N e e 


pic-Calculations, Taliſmanry, Roſycrucian Myſtery, 
Fortune. telling, Cabalry,  Hotus-pocus,, Nonder- vor k. 
ing. Confuration, Caſting a Figure, Star-gazing, the 
Magic: An, or (in plain Engliſh)" what 55 
WITCHCRAFT ; the very Mention of which 


Word, by a Ang Aſſeciation of Ideas, or elſe, 


by a certain Abracadabraic Virtue, ſtrikes Millions 


if 


of People with a Panic, and enn m . 


Nation (O Englund !) into a Shudder. 
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Tan "a> Author, 


ſecond: Part, to——all r e of What 1 Do... 


nomination Joever——dtheifes, _T heifts, /Bloods 
Bucks, Rater, Libertines, Le 1 3 
and —all others of the like Stamp, vho can 

or will not ſee the Reaſon, and Intention 4-7 Wi. 
Divine Laws, enacted againſt all the Vain Preten- | 
ders to Witcheraft : And he could with 40 be ſo 
impertinent, for ng as to Fecommendl ae 


their attentive Pe _ 50 #1 i nnn 0˙¹ 


1 
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1 
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1 


\ 


"Wir#our whoſe Requekt, ay a . ut . 
ed, and offered to their Service, ;by nh uni- 
verlal e and moſt ono 
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you Hh ods: een; ns tor tu tods Han 12229 
8 the Love of Knowledge is ive 1% 

Faſion; ſo the Euſt for more chan Sor 3 
Hould en is hy en Saag men e. wee 3 


Tiis 
whole . raticnial World, 


preſent I 
taſting af che ( forbidden Tree (üdttag 
Is it is true and full of the Su 

ſoeing e * for Food; andpleaſantto: the” 1 

n deſired to make one wii — 

CCC eee b 

TuIs. is aur our Argument And we ili be put. 

ting forth ur Hand, to indulge our 5 

with the uHhappy Fruit of this Tree of Kuh). 

ledgeyi/-gotvubltanding it ſtands compar ng 
bottyBged ATEFC action and Commination. 148113 PA: Ms, 

Cf Sur Jo 1 0 old oh eee ig 

TIE fatal Poiſon lies working in the Human 

Frame, aud the Symptoms of it appear in nothing 

ſo viſibly, aglth the vain/Pretences; that Men 1 2 

to the Art of Magic -an Art, that We are no 
Mays permitted to be Maſters oß, becauſe, nat 
at all ſutenble 10 four nennen * 


tion. : 
Ts bene £ FIRED. 4 * 172 9 1 34345." a 
ver. oe nen — dis art and 
Wer 8 


9 y ” bf 4 Mg ET 
0 T7; 
1 
; q ; 
. 7.” 3 E 
- 
<> 
Ty ay 


e TUE PREFACE: 


Fi scene Bas been common and BbiiDh, ir in the 
Heathen, Yewiſh, and Chriſtian World, * every 
Eurtpean, Afiaric, African, and American Nation: 
And the] huge Number of Appellatieng fore- 
Boing, or ſynonymous Terms, (let Erymolagy/ts 
extract them from what Languages they — 
may intimate and vice the Univorſality of it 
aud, under what à Variety of Eee ee, 
: {dn in dhe Wonen ce * **. 2 1 TIER 27 © tba. at 
kr Joaka;driftticrentioan Winn ab. 
kering in the Human Mind; to cunttoul the or. 
derly Powers of Nature: ſo as to produce Effects 
ſupernatural, and ti foretel Contingencies; &c. 
that lie locked up from Human Curioſity; and 
ehich Providence, for wiſe Reuſom, will not 
| permit to be ſren. This arrogant, © aſpiring 
. Naughtineſs, of our Nature, ſeems to have de- 
ſcenderi from thel Erft. Parents of Mankind, in 2 
continued Succeſſion from Father to Son, down 
to the preſent Generation. How diſcernible, 
_ alas! oisthe Air and Features of dur Progetiitars, ! 
in us their. Children One may properly: bali this! 
an original Argument for the Credit of the Mo. 
Jaic Actount of the Full. What is it, whiat is it 
not, that the vain, ambitious Nature a Man will'! 
not prompt him to undertake ? No Boundsg 
nor Eimits, will keep the buſy reſtleſs Ry 
within His own deſtined Province, or in the pros 
per Sphere, circumſcribed | for- his Activitys: the 25 
: 1.35: OL? 
Ir is not poſſible to form an exact Calculation 


+ eee * in. Ch 
ii | | tendom, 


2 —— whit rat chat one Hat, delve - 
Tkuhirds of all Chriſtians (eſpecially among the Vul- 


e t 
is ſtrange and lamentable to think, how Parents  - 


propagate idle Stories amöng their Chüdten. 


About Witches, Fairies, Conjurors, and the like ; and 


the Miſchief ſpreads, by Cottmmnication, ke the = 


Plague, and even goes round from Generation 
to Generation. Artful, and defigning Tmpoftors 
take Advantage of theſe Delufiens among the 
ignorant, and fet up for Corpurors ; whilft 1125 OS 
of the Learned and Inquiſitive j juſtly/exp plode the 
Creduliry'e of the Vulgar, and maintain; 45 Ui the 


Black Art is nothing elſe but GE GRE In 2 520 
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to inform che Underilanding of our Fellow. 


Creatures, and reduce them from thoſe etrone- 
- ous Apprehenſions, that may be of Conſequences 
fatal to their [preſent and future Well-being. Jt 
Such entirely is the Intent of the following Re- 

flections. Doubtleſs, it is not only a warrantable, 
but a laudable Piece of Officiouſneſs, intended 

for the Public, to make Truth appear: confiſtent | 


with herſelf, and truly amiable, as ſhe always is. 
when ſet in a clear light, and a proper Point of 


View. But it is to be remarked, upon this 
Occaſion, that there is no where to be found one 
ſingle Eflay, to vindicate the Propriety of God's 
Law A 8 8 Witchcraft, among choſe innume- 
Bi e BME © 


1 - THE PREFACE. 5 3 
Table Pieces, that are extent in the 3 
- * Writings, upon thoſe innumerable SubjeRts, 
"hich preſent themſelves to the Imagination, and 
ſeem inexhauſtible. On the very contrary, 
; many Authors there have been, who, though fully 
' _____ perfwadedof the Non: reality of the diabolic Art, 
baye, at the ſame Time, flirted out their Won- 
* der, how the Supreme Majeſty could, at once be 
1 ſo ſerious and trifling, as to ſet Himſelf to level 
bis Laws againſt a No-exiſtence. Whilſt others, 
Who have no hearty, Regard for the Inſtruction 
of the Ignorant, give them up to their Delu- 
ſions, and bid them farewel with an Air of Con- 
tempt, in the taunting, reprobate, antiquated, 
Mountebank- Barbariſm “ Si e vult 
decipi, decipiatur.” JB As: LR vi s (7 5 WY * * 


8 


| Is there had bo no Writers of DiſtinAion: 
who, had taken great Pains to defend the com- 
monly-received Opinion of Witchraft; or if there 
had been none who had formed Objections tothe | 
| Laws Divine againſt it, then the enſuing Obſer⸗ N 
vations, upon the Subject, might —1 che moſt 
f 8 and r Deans: in the 1 59 
Nee | 
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5 civium ardor prava eben, 
Ns vidltus inftantis Hanni 
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rale en through. Prej judice; undertakes an Of- 


bice, beſet with Bie e, and Kable to Reſent- | 
Ment. a It beſpeaks a Confidence of his .] n 
Superiority, which prompts him to ſet up for 5 


: Schogl-maſter, and infers a Charge of Corruptian 


53 
flow. s 


_- "Is © 


oe⸗ "about. to o reform the $ 
that have long kept 


or Ignorance 1 in his 9 5 out of which he af. 


ſumes to whip them 


good Conceit of his own Capacity, he thinks 
- himſelf undervalued by Inſtruction, and is pro- 


As every Man „ 


voked by Correction. This may be ſeen to be 


the Caſe with any one, who endeavours to'era- 
dicate the deep-rooted Belief i in. Witchcraft. Vici- 


ous Errors, however, of ſo malignant a Ten- 


dency, are not to be * by, vithout Animad. 


werte, ; 


"ha . 93 of * 90 univerſal 
ly received, and ſo ſtiffly defended, may naturally 


be divided into natural, artificial, and diabolical ; 


Maher, 


66 1 uE SACRED ovrery 


: — ep op e 2 * ene 5 


Ae Performances, by knowing the freret 8 
Virtues (occult Qualities as Ariftotle calls them) 
pos the ſeveral Bodies, whether ſolid or fluid, that 
be acts withal, and their natural Influences Upon 
each other. Nothing ſtrikes ſo ſtrongiy upon 
our Senſes, as that which cauſes Surprizez and 
Mien naturally admire profoundly What they 
(4 cannot apprehend, or are unable to account for. 
What furprizing Effects have been produced i in 
. bret bes, in Chymiſtry, in Electricity, and Magnetic 
* Operations! When the rude Anericant firſt heard 
the Roar of the European Cannon, they looked 
upon the Agents of ſo aſtoniſhing a Phenomenon, 
as no other than Gods, and their Inſtruments to 
be the Thunder of Heaven, or the awful Prodi- 
gies and Menaces of Nature. A Fugler (a . 
ruption of Jeculatar will do wonderful Feats, 
by the bare Slight of Hand, or what is called Le. 
 gerdemain ; which to a dull, and guardleſs Eye, | 
ſeem to exceed the e Efforts of Art. So 
that, by Reaſon of People's Ignorance, or Decep- 
110 Viſits, the Operator of theſe Pranks. has been 
conſidered as a Conjurer. ' Fix upon any Ariiſt of 
an uncommon Management, and the Caſe is the 
ſame. What Jugling Tricks have been played 
with Glaſſes, Speaking-trumpets, Ventriloquies, Ma- 
 gic-lanthorns, &c. in the ignorant Parts of tlie 
Woarldt When Writing came into Uſe, ſome 
People believed, that Paper and Letters were 
Spirits, which conveyed Men's Thoughts from 
one to another, by a myſtical mute ne 


In ſhort, the Men of fuperior Attainments 


J 


Lee vrronch Arr. „„ Bhd: 6s 


* a thouſand Ways of acting, imper- 
+ to common Capacities. From hence 
al'Occafions have been taken by Impoſtors; 


and the credulous and unwary Vulgar have con- 


ſidered” the Operator, as acting by a Power more . | | 
' than) Human. But, 'the Truth of the Matter is 


this : One might as well pretend to ſcale: 


Heaven witli a Ladder of Mountains, to produce 


ſuch a fupendous World as this, out of the for. 


tuitous Concourſe of Ariſtotelian Atoms, or to 


turn Gut a regular Treatiſe in Philoſophy; Poetry, _ 
Lau Politics, Mathematict, Phyfi ics, Theology; by: „ 


the Help of the vocabulary Frame in Swift's L 


* 


gado, as cauſe one Magic Effect by natural Means. 5 


The Rules that Nature acts by are in variable, 
and firmer than the Laws of the Medes and Fer- | 
frans. She keeps on in one Ready, unintertupted 
Courſe of Obedience to the immenſe Creator r 
all Things, and never varies or deviates from her 
deſtined e ona to * ee, or ta 
the Left. INE 4 Sar 


— . Is NS. Ty 


6 1 ("IP huts no 1 2 Rs: ; 


tion for Support, than the Natural. It is impoſ- 


ſible (were it worth one's while). to lay down a 5 

. Enumeration of thoſe many Sorts t 
— Tricks, that have been played, or thoſe 

Artißcers uſed, in the Exerciſe of the pretended 


Magic-Art. Different Nations (whilſt antient 5 


Egypt was the Metropolis, or rather Ane the 8 

Mireh Mord) have had their differer 5 
acting, upon this en rnd partclr Gy Me 
OOTY. have invented | 


5% SACRED > evrony | 


i of Opkrations, juſt as dei Humour, or Klan: 

tion led them They have laid aſide theſe again, | 

and taken up others, as they N 

ment, or failed of Succels (which was ahvaypb the 
Ciaſe) upon their Experiments: Vet all of them 
concurred to go in Queſt of the grand ARGA-; 
NUM, as a Pack of Wrong Heads do now. a-days, 

in Search of the Lengituue, or in attempting: to 
My the Ie Falls oP 

xv, GOP 61 3643 
8 en e f heh ti needy. be: Ea dg 
AC their Babel whole as Ta reach unto * 
Heaven, it is but reaſonable, that they ſhould 
meet with no other Fate, for their Pains, but 


DONOR IE — 1 a; 7 
 Ladie in bun de dee. — tl 155 


| aa An idle Story! hh * 7 
| Utopia / Quiz Malin. Aua Ferramenta? QuiVeties? 
Rue Machine ? Qui miniſtri tanti * an $812 ant, 


tr appears then, finally; that all the 8 
. natural or artificial Witchcraft ſtand upon 
ſo feeble a Foundation, that they fink under the 
Weight of Argument; and; like the vain Queen's 
icy Palace, vaniſh and are diſſolved at ht OY | 
ance 1 the Sunſhine of TOM, en | 


d n are m to be healed! BY 
ſtrong inveterate Deluſion, when once become 
epidemical, is not cafily diſlodged from its en- 
_— Caſtle,” Like ——_—— | 
itſelf 


| Ante IT CHCRAFT.. ; Fe : 6g. 3 55 
_ itſelf "ou al. Shapes, to evade the Mortificatio „ 


af being bound. The fly Defenders, of ae 


Witchiralty ary. refolyed to held Out ta the t. 
Esxtremity, and ſo fortify. themſelves 105 the 


ſtrong Citadel of thoſe, Scripture e Intimations of 
diabolical Magic. This is-their laſt Shift, when 


ments. They; induſtiiouſſy pick out all thoſs 
Paſſages of the Bible, that {cem to favour their 
| Seen produce ſhem fort he Juſt cation. 


K t hog Ne ingen, lords.” : 
4 Fax Plea; made OV ſ=of; in the ird Place, E 
their Defence, is+-the Account; given by Mg: 
of the Feats, done by the Egyptian Magicians} ; 
A. certain. Anticanidian Writer Nyly pafles; by 


this Paſſage, without the leaſt Notice, thoug! 
2 great Weight is laid upon it, by Men © 


the oppoſite Sentiments. In Order to under» Y 
ſtand the tete meaning of it, it muſt he 9 


ſerved that at the Lime, when. theſe Tranſ. 


actions happened, Egypt,' and. moſt Nations. of... 
the Earth, were wholly. over run with Idolatry, 


and Polytheifm. The Creation of the Warld . 
was forgot the Memory of the Deluge loſt, and 
the Name of the one true Bad was had no more 


in Remembrance. That ſome Senſe of Religion 


might be preſerved, in the Midſt of the univerſal * | 1 
eee God Was BR to 5 . the. 
2908 Ha 2 


; "Ola of cls Ls of the Word, _ 


People have a wrong Idea affixed to it. It only comes from the 


Greek Mayoo,which Ggnifics only a wiſe Man in General: Ad 
what we tranflate Magician is no mie in the Greek verſion of the 


Zille, than e not an Inchanter, but Phyſician. 


beaten off all their aber weak Holds, of Anita . 


8 fo. 3 a ruf sAcRED ovrTeny REO 
People dr Hracl. to be a Standard of tte Worſhip: 
Here 0 _ a Scene of alarming Ewents to ns 
great Difficuky- was, how to get thoſe People 
out of the Land of Egypt. The Kings had found 
their Account in the Revenues, drawn from that 
cat Body of Men, during their long Subj ection 


for the Space of four hundred and thirty Yeats; 150 


and the Tyrants would not part with ſo many 
proſitable Subjects. The Egyptians were too 
. werful a People to grapple with, and revolt 
e Subjects of Iſrael durſt not. But revolt they 
muſt, or remain in continued Bondage. In this 
Dilemma-State, infinite Wiſdom interpoſed for 
their Deliverance, For this purpoſe God fixed 
upon Moſes (who'was learned in Al the Wiſdom 
of the Egyptians, and Mighty in Word and 
Deed) and ſends him with a Divine Commiſ: ' 
ion, to ſtand before Pharoah, the King, to plead = 
the Cauſe of the Ifraelites, and to work repeated 
Miracles for their Redemption; till, at laſt, the 
wiſe. Men of Egypt confeſſed, that thoſe 1u- 
pernatural Acts (being turned into national 
Plagues) were done by the Finger of 'Gon, and 
ſo ſolicit the Monarch for a Departure of ſuch a 
dangerous Set of People, with this ſtriking Re- 


monſtrance r chou not 2 27 * 


Egypt is deſtroyed? 


Tuxs B imer r Operations anſwered the 
great Deſigns of Providence, ſtruck that Whole 
Nation of Jdolaters with a deep Senſe of the one 
ttus Gos, N N out t the n Jews by their 
| Re THe. Armies, 


| AGAINST WITCHCRAFT. 71 
en as ao 48 gave them (for they wanted 


it) an ocular Demonſtration of the Divine Com- 
- miſſion of their Leader. CEN only by the 


ff, 


ape 
5 1 


Haar it ls faid, in Defence! ES that | 


-- the Magicians of Ee did the ſame with their 
Enchantments, as the Divine commiſſioned Meer 
had done. It is true, they mimicked three of his 
firſt ſupernatural Operations, but that might eafily 7x 
be done by Confederacy or Slight of Hand. Art- 
ful and ingenious Men there are and have den. 
in every populous place, and eſpecially at 4¹¹ 
King's Courts, who have done as great or greater 


Works than theſe: And Egypt (we may re- 
- member) was the great Seat of Learning, and 


reſorting Place of the ableſt Philoſophers of all 
Nations: 80 that what could be done, by the 
utmoſt Efforts of Artifice, might be expected to 
be done here. In Corroboration of this Sup- 
poſition, it may be taken Notice of from the 
Account of this Paſſage, that though Pharoah | 


employed theſe Magicians (as they are called) at 


the Beginning, he never ſent, for them/after- 
Wards to remove the Judgments, that were laid 
upon the Land; but, on the contrary, applied 
ſolemnly to Moſer and Aaron, tliat they would 
petition their Gop, upon this Occaſion.” Thus 
much alone is a ſtrong preſumptive 1 
that he had no Opinion of his own Artif, but 
began to think, that all their former e were 
1 e _ 1 Sham and 5 . N KF F614, 
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Ent Much of Endhr (commonly ſo called) is 
| ts by the Advocates for diaboigal 
Magic, in Support of their Doctrine, and puts 

an End to any Oppoſition of it, as they think. 
There is a Woman of Endor, ſay the Servants of 

Sm to their Maſter, who hath a familiar Spirit. 
But this proves no more, than it Was the com- 
mon Report of the Country (and the ſame Sort 
of Tales have been ſpread in all Nations) at that 


imc. Ay, but look upon her Tran/octionr, fy | 5 


thoſe, by the Accounts given concerning her. 
hy it is no natural Conſtruction of her 
.. hiſtorical Character, to deſcribe her as one, Who 


carried on ber Graft, by Confederacy. Why 


might not the cunning Woman manage Matters 
this Way (like Sidrepbhel in Hwdibras) and ſo art - 
fully, as to raiſe the Fame of her having Deal- 
ings with a familiar Spirit. Be that as it may, it 
= is evident, from che Narration, that Saul did ac- | 
.tually./ apply:'to ber, in the Extremity of his 
Diſtreſa, and full of Diſtraction; and that ſome- 
thing did 
the Harur Pomm Pranks of the Woman. Thus 
much, indeed, is plain from the authentic 
Hiſtory. But, at the ſame Time, that ſingle 
Circun/tance of her ſhrieking out (as it is natural 3 
to do in a great Fright) upon the Appearance of * 
Samuel, may ſerve alone, to convince: us, that The 
expected no fuch Thing, as being conſcious, that 
mne had no Power to bring him up: And there- 
fore, we may rather conchude, upon the whole, 
that Gov (who brings Good out of EY in 
pure Mercy to Saul might order the extraordi· 


; 1 nar7 ' 


appear in the Form of Semnel, upon 


| 4 abe 8 ime; ch e 
thereby, forewirn-the, choſen anbinted ofs the 
Bond of his Danger, and drive him:toRepentance, 

that he might not depart in his Sins: And it may 

ſtrilee us deep ith awful and religious Impreſſiodſis 
te gonſider, that Gon, who made all Thing in 

Number, Weight, and Meaſureg“ or- hy than 

elt Kules of Proportion; ſo be times his pod 

vid Difpenſations; by the Lame getimatrical 

ae band as Occaſions may require: An. ads. 

cordingly; he took: the Opportunity of Sau, 

Diſtreſs, and this ſtriking Scene, or Night nie 

of Solemnity and Horror, the more effectual to 


| work 85 King's Gonyition and eee, for 


Hin 11 tio 304 Sad Riede 7 ; pablvoan. 

As to that Inſtanee of King r 
is brought in / hy / the fame Abettbrs):he guſtitlide 
what Pharaoh, and other ſuperititicus/Kings/hakd 
done before him. Le obſetved Timer, (ominduug 
Days as was cuſtomary with the Pagans) and uſed 
Enchantments, and dealt with familiar Spirit 
and Witches. in But no more tan bei made uf the 
than that hei ſorgetting tuqput hi TouſbiniGor - 
alone) had Rt Parcel af Magic Pretender, 
in his Count, (his Janneſes and Jamibreſes) wha 
would: not fail, to make ande ofthe King's) 
Wealeneßh, anti ſocthing his Vaniryyin dee, =: 

tying Good:eoncerning him contiaually/” 1:5: 

> 21014 Pobliu mad? 3s badgusl aver 7 ;vagy 

ALL the Cacodemonian Authors, then, Shave) - 

| ſtretched their Argument further than it bears; 

and, Cates; Rave broken it. For, 


amen n Tu: rm it Tu 


8 Luſtances of Infatuation, mars e 
mentioned, of any Interagency uf the Evil 

 - or ether infernal W x. 
| Mo 


: r the World Ad 
the Noike cht has been mads-about eme dy | 
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in e dene here let 


j, 208 fabvlows Sores ofthe e. 
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Trap 2 ary vie: ventured himſelf 
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and, provided they would have kept their Hands 
_ elf; che might habe faftly attend them inte the 
St dope wwe Wodd, gone down wan them in- 

to the moſt darkfome; Cavern; let them Rave 
put on thrir uglleſt Shapes, belched their moſt 
_ tremendous Sighs,roared out the kideousGrowns, 
Marrs ute et diſcordant Notes, 4 
muttered their broken; -unintelligible- Atcer to, 
- thokdered.their terrible Imprecationa cofträck. 
ad cheir oſtular Muſcks into tſome 
Grins, and fnantiched it about in the Devil's: 
Ulxele (as their Gnſtom ws.) For all that, he 
wnuld have come:of ſhbt free, and more invul· 
nerable than the Nin made Aebilur: Nay, 


might have laughed. at their wildeſt Efforts to 


- bewithh him; wihgohs ago 059086.) 200 T1A 
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Want we e hs reflefing onthe Weak. 
neſz of the fort nd, in Favour xk 
Witeherafi, how cn We but wonder at the Super FR 
3 of our Ariceliors in the Reign tr 

Firſt. Several of the ableſt Men, | 
"_ 60 "the Bar, and ne emitent "Mi in i 


Stags ö 
. — 
it was enz cted· that * Juch as ſhall uſe Iroocation, vn 
Conjutation of any Evil Spirit, to any Intent ; of 
conſult, covenant with, employ, fee or reward any Foil 
Spirit, or take up any dead Perſon'or Part thereof, ? 
be uſed in Witcher aft, or have uſed any Art, whereby | DD. 
any Perſon may be killed, conſumed, or lamed in his u 
her Body; they, together with their. von cad Jhalt | 
e e PRs v Ov 2 oh ; 


W $- 1 


pires, and Gef Wahn ORR 


1 Our Jadgment, Councils, Laws, Religion guides 3 
Au Arts, and Sciences deſpotic rules, NES 1 
N 52 x _ And Life itſelt's » Drama play'd by Bl, | 4 5 "th 1 3 x 


Upon which 48; and Lietty of the Law, 1 9385 

Fury and Violence broke out; that whole Re 

of old Women (poor Creatures!) were ſacrißced 

by che Votaries of this douded Threnſy. The 
ſucceeding Legi/lative Power, wiſely interpoſed = 
9 in its Progreſs and bound 

the mighty Polyphemus, that Ralked through the 
CC 1 
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7% THE.SACRED onen 
Bor, when the .Old:Teftament-. Authorities. can- 


N not fully anſwer the Purpole of the Advocates _ 


for Magic-Operations ; they quit their .Fairy- 
Ground, and make a Tranſition to: thoſe diabo- 
ical Poſſeſſions, mentioned in the Nxw. Here, 
they think themſelves ſecure from the moſt 
ſtrenuous Antagoniſts, and triumph upon the 
Proſpe& of their expected Sucgeſa, as they | 
can call up Whole Legions in their Defence; 
The Author aboye-mentioned (Anticanidia) ane 


would think, may have ſaved a Writer any 8 f 


ther Trouble of à Reply upon this Head. He 

has made ſhort Work with theſe poſſeſſed 
Wretches, by ſpringing a Mine, and blowing 
them and their Fortreſs into the Air: Or, more 
properly in the Conjuror' s Language, has laid 


| them faſt bound in the Red-Sea, by allerting 
politively the Non-eziſtence of theſe Poſſeſſions. 
And he brings in Doctor Mead, as a Voucher for 
the Truth of what he fays; who maintains flatly, 
that thoſe Poſſeſſions of the . Demoniacs were no 
other (the Public is wonderfully obliged to him 


- for the Diſcovery) than common Epileptic Fits; 


Or conuulſive Agitations, or — the LorD knows ; | 
what! He is ſo candid as to apprize us in his 
Preface, that he was prompted to write his Piece | 


through a Sally of Indignation: And a Reader, 


indeed, may believe him to bave been in a 


Paſſion to that Degree, as tranſported him out 


of his Reaſon, and threw. his Brains into conuws 


foe Agitations. It would be adviſcable for him, 


never 8 take a Sally of ſcribling again, for the 


Sake of is. an reels, and for Fear of n 


, 


| AGAINST! WITOHCRAPT. oY © 


5 Cauſe, Every Chriftizs, icertainly, has 
Reaſon enough to be in a Sally of Indignation 
againſt him, for introducing fuch a palpable and 


blaſphemious/Fallity;3efpecially,' upon the-retro- 


ſpective Glance of the Eye upon the Doctor's 
Title Page, whibh he has fronted with a Couple 
af brazen Mata out of Lucretius, and which 
would look impertinent for any Treatiſe, except 
one to Wen, che Non-animor ity. RE: Soul. 
A JOE. r rs 6% 
ee e the Beuel Poſſeſlions, 10 fre- 
dent upon the Scene of our Savour's Miniſtry, 
were permitted by God, partly as Puniſhments 
for Men's horrid Abe of their Reaſon, in thoſe 
idolatrous Polytheiftical Ages, and for the monſtrous 
Impurities of their Lives; but. chiefly, for the 
Manifeſtation of the Mzfjah's Glory, and Divynae 
Commiſſion, in his viſible Triumphs over all the 
Infernal Powers. This was their Hour, and 
the Powers of Parkneſs.“ At this Time theß 


exerciſed the greateſt Tyranny over the Minds 


and Bodies of diſtreſſed Mortals. This tended 
eventually to the brighter Gloriſication of the 
Redeemer's Kingdom, and gave an ocular De- 
monſtration to the World of the extreme Neceſ- 
ſity of his Coming. The wondering Multitudes 
ſaw, and acknowledged, that even the Devils 


were ſubject to him: The Devils themſelves were : 


conſtrained to confeſs his Divine Authority, and 
that he was © Chriſt the Son of the living Gad: And, 
upon this complete Conqueſt, over the univerſal 


Enemy of Mankind: the great Captain of un 


N * the joyful News: to the 
World 
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| Word beheld Satan, as L | 
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e eee eee ae 
25 Oo, in permitting; Demmminc Poſſeſſions in the 
„  antichriſtian World: And tp deny the Reality 
2 of them, by ſubſtituting other Names in their 
Stead, isunwarrantable and abſurd to the higheſt 

75 8 Degree. But, though Gon ſuffered them to take 
. Place, and exiſt, upon great Occaſions; yet this | 
en de made 10 ſubſtantial or Con- 
| or Witchcraft in modern Times. And, 
Lis in ſhort—not the ſage 4qui/?, that noted Magician 
in Don Belianis of Greete, nor the famed U | 
the Sorcereſ?, his Wife, could make the leaſt Handle 

in 1 N45. up _ OR 
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3 Tribe of Believers in magical: Operations, to re- 
 _- : Hle&ferioully, that they not only argue without 
__ - +» -  theAuthority of Scripture, but againſt all the Ren- 

ſon in the World, forthis very Reaſon : For—by 
_ the infernal Agent as an Inſtrument . 
in any Kind of Witth-work, they do, in Effect, 
bring him openly upon the Stage, and as appear- 
ng in Perſon for Men's Conviction of his a 
Exiſtence ; which would drive them to Repen- 
| tance, the Thing that he hates. This would be— 
dd make Satan caſt out Satan—to act againſt his 
don Intereſt to be divided againſt himſelſ t 
reel, with a Witneſz, againſt his own Kingdom: 
8 „ be a Sin MEI * 
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the Subject; yet, —— 
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able as "the 
Heb 1 Wittheraft* | erte 
iſteries, but in z Keila Im eination © 


it wich the ſevereſt 5 
5, to 2 fight 
a 3 and condemn a Chimera?” This is their 
Wo nee Argument, pou demands a 
culkt ausser in this Phe. e 
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_ an that bears the Signatures and 
gf its. heavenly, Original e 2 
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nk dhe Laue e een 
be ranged into two atural and Morals 
Ihe ſirſt in by che univerſal Madenator-of- 


the Univerſe, to curb blind terial Nature from 
running into devicus Irregplarities; and the other, 
to reſtrain-the moral 3 Agents from 
ee ae 11 Walen e Ad | 
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Laws, are 


2 conſiſtent Scheme of Providence 
the Beauty and Order of the motenich 


erer Reaſon ws ag Lage or 
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HOSE „N 188 acts by, axe ran Ob- 


ject worthy of the cloſeſt Contemplation; and a 
 curigus Employment af, the Mind.it is, 10 in- 
veſtigate the particular; We 8 | 
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of ternal, Reaſon and Tyuth- «Thin CS = 
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r fame EY ala; FE IRA? of ly 
Actions, as is aſcribed to natural Tendencies. 
Proper Preſcriptions are ordered to bind material 
Nature to her good Behaviour: But, when we 
come to the World of Rationals, the Laws of 
Nature 'reaſe. The. Rules, impoſed for their 
Conduct, are of the moral Kind, ſuited to the 
State of Free: agen cy: And the Obſervance of 
them i s the chief Perfection and Happineſs. of 
every bas Creature. Ip their Intention and 
Tendency, they execute a particular Scheme f 

Providence, as being rightly adapted to the par- 
ticular 'Neceſlities of Men. All the poſitive Laws 
of Gop, may,. With the exacteſt Propriety and = 
Juſtice, be ſaid, to preſuppoſe, and provide | 

every Enormity, that brings Miſchief and Ruin 
upon Mankind, either Public or Private, Tem. 
- poral or Eternal: And, if they were as punctually | 
obeyed, as they are as ſtrictly enjoined, we ſhould 
ſee nothing but Beauty, Order, and e 
in the whole rational World. 3 


1 is both. 2 pleaſing and uſcfal as > on 
| contemplate, in what a proportionate zo | 
Gop has timed his Enactions to his Human | 
Creatures. If we take a particular Survey of 
them, on the one Side, and the Wants of Huma- 
nity, on the other; we ſhall find them core 
reſponding through the Courſe of ſeveral thou-: 
land Near 1 3 n multiplied, as 
Man's 
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Bates 'Occifions multiplied,” fr om the al 1 
to the Eſtabliſhment of Tenne)! t And, it 

may corroborate our Faith in their Divinity, to 
confider them as riſing gradually, as the vicious 
. Errors and Cuſtoms of , Wor 110 arrived 
NE. and Maturity. 15 | 


ale Lowe, on 02 5 3s 
9720 4 


Is the Infancy of the World; f. e no Ne. 
ceſſity for any; g eneral Directions concerning 8 
Man's Duts 5 would have been needleſs, in 
that Nove State, to have enjoined even e 
Worſhip of Gop., When the firſt Parents of 
Mankind awoke out of the Womb of Nothing 
into Exiſtence, they beheld themſelves; and the 
lovely Fabrick of the World about them; into 
what Raptures of Adoration muſt they unavoida- 
bly fall, to the, glorious. Author of all Thinge ! 
They were the whole Stock of the Human Kind, 
and ſole Inhabitants of the Earth; and, conſe - 
quently, it would have been unworthy i in God 
(who does nothing in vain) to have troferibed 
them their ſeveral Duties to Men. Some Com- 
mand, however, ſeemed neceſſary to be laid up- 
on them for the Trial of their Obedience; and ſo 
they had one, ſuited to the Purpoſe—* Of the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, thou ſhalt 
not eat.“ This was all that was wanting at that 
Time; and, therefore, they had no other. ba; | 
Won: ö B21 
Bor, en Mankind had multiplied exceed 
ingly,” and formed large Societies, "Vices mult. 
plied with chem; Vices unknown to former 
Ages, and Mees now grown oo and faſhion- 
able; 
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- Fraggn,Obſe: . 
us into the. Revlon of the. Divine Le — 
Witcheraft..., It „It is not ſo eaſy a Matter, indeed, to | 
to tracs out the exact Nie, in which the 


Birth appeared · The, fix and;carlieſt Accounts | 
ot it, however, we have inthe Writings of Moſes; 
| which, upon a — 4. r. ae 5 of the 
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ped, 

bee 8 
Mi lis, rankek in the 1 ” 
Soil; they were the int to, — 
lay. down Rules for horgſiahie Calculations 3 for or 
which Reaſon, they were accounted: as Fortune 


Nations qverfpread wich Provenders ie Magic. vi 
row 0] <q; Shy Sh. 37 nb xconar 0: beta 

| PARTIQULARLY, as the {{raclites; by living, * 
long in Egypt, had learned their Works; ſothex 
carried over the Red-$ca. a ſecret Fondneſs for 
the Egyptian Divination. How prone to Evil is 
the Human Mind! How hard to extirpate the 
Prepoſſeſſions of early Education! Mgſe, their 
Leader and Lawgivery (and that before their 
Eyes) had. baffled. the Magiciant in. Heir onn 


ones * 1 


tellers; And, from them were the neighbouring 5 
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provi s: Firſt; co give a Check to the 
Vain ee upon Magic; a was nipping 
the Vice in the Bud, and cruſting the veriomous 
Cockatrice in the Egg; and; fecondly; as it 
might ſtrike the People's Minds with à reveren- 
tial Eſteem of their Commander: For All this, 
they ſtill retained: a, ſecret: after the 
Art, riveted by Prejudice.” This is gave Occaſion 
to that firſt Command, that we meet with in 


the ' Bible, - againſt . thaw dat not 
offer a Muß te Krenn - N T9 V's e 


renten N | Thi; ; by”; "44 #24 760 2 Ms! 5 
* Arrenwinbs, 2s all Evil is rolifi 
branched out under various 


9999 


an Ohre ef Times un r 
a Necromancer—a Conſiuter with familiar Spirits 


a Wizard. Theſe different Appellations compre- 
hended all the Pretenders to it; at that Time and 
Period of the Feroiſh Theocracy : And, as Al. 
mighty God does nothing in vain, it is Obſerva- 
ble, in general, that, whenever the Pretes# to it 

dared to appear, then the Law roſe up to curb 
it, until fuck Times as the Cbritem Mandate 

took hold of it, and bound the Offender under 
that dreadful appear; goa pwnd hs: 
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As Good and Foil are but wo oth Names for 
Hoppingſ and Miſery, all the Precautions have 
been taken, by the al/-good Gov, t the 
| er and ES the * This is n 
the 
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the Tendeney cf all Divine Nele or Commite- | 
nications from Heaven to Earth. All the Precepts, 


tained in the Holy Bitte," de aim invariably at 
one and che ſame falutary End. Among the 
reſt of theſe Articles, chat Mandat againſt With. | 
crafttook' place in its proper Seaſon, as has been 

n to evinee it to be a Sin of the 
firſt ; and, conſequently, deſerving of 
dhe Divine Animadverflon, muſt be the whole 


Deſign of the following KefleAions." © TP BAL HE 
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neu of this Terpotef it is to be tblervec, ; 
that,” the Ohjet7 be only” viſionary," . 
Fhantaſm, à Spectre of the Brain, and hs no 
Einer hut in the Imagination of Wrongheads; | 
yet all Pretences to the Art of Magic (and this 
all that is forbidden by the Laws of God) are of 
Conſequenees miſchie vous to private Perſons, aid 
public Communities: And, for that Reaſori, (and 
FOO Reaſon too) are condemned as the worſt of 
Villainies: ''In' every Nation; there Have been 
Numbers of eunning, ſtargazing, conjuringFel- 
hay (Rone'them) who have inveigled ignorant 
15 unwary People out of their Money, with the 
Loss ef thidhr Time, by the Shan ru of b ons . 
able to find out ſtolen Goods to bring up 
Rogue that ſtole them to foretel them whom 
they ſhall marry, with Abundance of ſuch de- 
luding Stuff, not worth mentioning. There 
have been others, rg this predifting Caſt, who have 
gone to higher Matters in their a/trological Cal. 
W ˙ aces 


Probibinonr, n SanRions,” con 
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Ve, Deaths, Fortunes, N great Peſonages, and 


in the; Fates and Rexolutions: of States and 
FEmpirs ; conſidentiy alledging;; all the while, 
chat theſe Prediction darer-the VogStellarum. This 


Tribe of Deceiuets ſpied. the Advantage of others 
Weaknels and Credulity, to impoſe upon them 
auc to be well rewarded for theig/Paing.,., Witr 


draws of a * 
dy the fat Ofterings of their Votarjes- 0% What 
ſtrange Scene of Infatuation, like wiſe, opens to 


gur View: in the Accounts of Diuiirng by the 


Intrails of Beaſts, ſlain in Sacriſine! his Cuſtom 


ast Mork; ſolemnly playing at Bo-peep wit 


Mattes £0; pry-into. the future Fortune, of the 
Bving z as if the luteſtines of Beaſts, were. the | 


Segretaries of Fate, and. could tell Men, af t 
pleaſed, what was a- coming out upon the, W 


vaſt a Capacity of progro/icating the Nativi- 


prevailed extenſively, among the antient Hes 
thens; and was one of thoſe many. Deweee-uled to 
auycſigate; Foturities. Here is a. Gg Artiſt 


neſs thoſe Speed Out pf Antiquityy:the pt 
xd World, aggrandized 


[. 


I below. The Croud got amuſed, and the Fortune- 


teller his Fee. Mankind, Gor knows! have of 
ten been ſorrily abuſed by this Sort of Deluſions. 
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Rechitude of the Divine Nature, to let his World 


go on at this wild Rate, © deceiving and being de- 
ceived; ſome vending Falſities, and others mad 


enough to buy them? But the Seren Hehn ? 
© RE : 


Is r 8 
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be conſiders, b this Can the" Authors of 
ſuch, We Wo" 
righteous and undeceivec UD ray, 
= no Sin to pick People's Pockets, or to rob then 

upon the Highway? The Conjurer's Fee is h 
onl y. Thing aimed at, by his ching 5 Fg re, ag 
hy call it: "And. this muſt be had, before "he 
goes to Wark: And, certainly; i: in good Caſui r : 85 
it is the ſame Thing, Whether a Man takes 4 
Purſe fraudulently, or violently, : and he ought | FP 

 Cimart for the one 28 well a8 the other. "Lo 


| Be8D W not all Miſperſiuaſuns of Wixch- 
_ craft, in che literal Senſe of the Word; fo i ine 


duſtriouſly propagated from. fabulous Writings, 
about the Feats done by Magic, take off People's 
Truſt and Dependence upon G05, and give 5 
low 2 Ideas of his Power and Superin- 
tendence? Do they. not tend ultimately, to lead _ 
_ unhappy Wietches into the downright Principles 
of Zoroa/ter, King. of the Battrians, and Ring- 
leader of the eher Magicians; who taught, 
(as he had received it from his Maſter, Appolloneus) 
that there were two oppoſite Pri nciples or Gods ; 
one the Care of all. the Good, the other the 
Cauſe of all the Evil in the Univerſe ; and that 
there was a continual ſtruggle between them: 
And what more miſchievous. or antichriſtian 
Tenet can there be than this? The Doctrine of 
two contrar ry Gods. ſets a fallen Angel in a State of 8 
Rivalſhip with the immenſe Creator and TON. 
nor "I eh le r 4. 04g 
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To prevent the like wicked Derogations from 


| God? Honour and Immenſity, was the Crime of 


' Idolatry fo ſtrictiy and fo frequently forbidden. 


Diabolical Magic is nothing in Reality, 1 
for the Reasons above, it is condemned. 

Idol is nothing in the World, ſays the ue 
but, for all that, a Perfwafion that it contains 


any celeſtial Virtues, as the Paga# Worthippers 


did, is abominable. It draws away Mankind 
from off thoſe ſublime and abſtracted Sentiments 


of the Deity, which is the Foundation of al 


| rational Religion, and true Worſhip. 


Ir is the Care and Buſineſs of all good Lai 


ſlatures, to preſerve an exact Eguilibrium in their 


Laws, to the Moral Actions of Men under their 


Authority; to watch over, and curb them by 


wholeſome Reſtraints, whenever they find them 
ſhooting out into any tumultuous Diſorder. 


The Romans were renowned for the Wiſdom of 


their Laws, and the Regularity of their Execu- 


tion: And, though they were ſo ſuperſtitiou/ly — 


turned, as to adopt all the Gods of the neighbour. 
ing Nations, and to build them a Pantheon ; yet, 


when they found that the Feaſts, held in Honour - 
of thoſe Gods, degenerated into mad Revels and 
Immoralities ; they ſeaſonably interpoſed their 


Authority to ſuppreſs them. The Bacchanglia, 
and Rites of Cybele, were celebrated with the 
higheſt Degrees of Drunkenneſs and Gluttony. 
The Saturnalia were not much leſs riotous ; 
wherein, as Seneca complains, a Liberty was taken 


to the wildeſt Luxury and Uncleanneſs. The 
55 * 
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Lupercllia (were obi 105 1 bu mes Men 44 
thoſe Teabs cf E Hora lhep Women in the fame 
Situation. Upon which Account, all theſe Feſ. 
tivals; &c. were prohibited by Order of the - 
Roman Seflate. But, had the Patret Conſcripti 
overlooked theſe Enormiliets, where would have 
been the Miſdom of their Decrees? And ſhall we 
aſcribe unto Gon: ſuch a Weakneſs, as would 
have been unpardonable in a Son or Eirurgus? 
That be far from the Almighty; that he mould 
pervert” Jullgment,; and from the Lord, that he 
ſhould commit Iniquity!” All his Laws are 
holy, juſt, and good; grounded upon the 
ninuteſt Propriety and Reaſon of Things, and 
calculated with one continued | View—of pre- 
ſerving Order and Decorum in the MORAL. 
WORLD: That ſo, Beauty and Harmony / 1 
reign below, as it does above, and his Will way 


f 


7 be done upon Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


Pas the ore Reſlections, n may be Nen b in 
the cleareſt Light, the particular Reaſon of the 
Divine Law againſt Witchcraft. Though like an 
Idol, it is nothing; yet all Pretention to it is ſome- 
thing, and ſomething wor/e than nothing, even 
big with Miſchief and Wickedneſs. To prevent 
Which, the SUPREME LEGISLATOR, whoſe all - 


containing Mind comprehends every Caſe, and 


foreſees all Contingences, condemns the diaboli- 
cal Infatuation; and threatens it with the ſevereſt 
Inflictions.—“ The Wrath of God is revealed - 
from Heaven againſt all UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 5 

and W of Men. | 
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5 e let the while Thllby of Lie | 
55 . lay their Heads together, and ſorm 
. u Cabal, in Order to pick out, pervert, turture, 
Aunud d wreſſ, all thoſe Paſſages of Sacred Writ, which 
> La " they dream does Honour to their Cauſe; not 
| one plain Scripture Evidence can they find to their 
5 Purpoſe. And, as to the ſcribfing Venders of 
/ * - thoſe ridiculous, childiſh, fabulous, romantic 
Stories about Wizches, Wizards, Sydphs, Imps, and 
the like Non-entities;- they may make Fools 
gape and ſtare, but do not look like ſolid rational 
Accounts, with the wiſer Part of Mankind, who 
look upon themſelves as ſbisiy under the Influence 
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but that Come" 


Men's: Heads are very Area te ſing: abt. 1 
ophiſtical Quibbles, in order to juſtify their moſt 
egregious Follies, and to put the beſt Face upon 
But, as the Doctrine of Purgatory has the +. 
| leaſt to be faid for it, and hat least nothing at 
all to the Purpoſe; to form a ſolemm and elabo--oἀ☚6m 
rate Refutation of it, may ſetting ones 
ſelf to fight 2 8 and expoſe a D 1 
However that be, it be averred 
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much Truth, that there is no one Tenet more 
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- frrenuouſly taught, or more univerſally received in 
the Church of Rome than that: And, for the 
Support of this Caſtle in the Air, the witty 
Fabricators of the Aerial (or rather 25 
Priſem of departed Souls, nh reaſoned againft 
Reaſon; uſed Reaſon againſt the Uſe of Reaſon; . N 
and ſhewed, at laſt, from very good Reaſon, 
that Wenn was "good for N in ther 


Cauſe. EY eee Wot. *. AO 16 N ILY GY. 


To, . * * W 


| And, if Reaſon be not for them, Scripture i is |; 
againſt them; and vet, in Spite of both, they \ b 
will offer to maintain it. Upon which Account 
they reſemble thoſe ſecond ſighted Enthuſiaſts i in 
the Jewiſh Church, who pretended to © fee Vain 
Viſions, and hing "Divinations, albeit God had not. 
ſpoken by hee” Certainly vain Vifons and _ 
Divinations are all their Docttines about Purgatory, 
as may appear by a few plain Paſſages in the New 
Teſtament. It is not worth while to multiply” | 
| Words upon ſo trifling an Occaſion; though 7 5 
thing muſt be added here in Vindicatien of t. 
condemnatory Sentence paſſed upon it, by 
Whole e ol true and well aufträge Ell. 3 
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„Menne Re be Wbt to ſind in tives | 
need of a purgatorial Operation, than the noted 
Thief upon the Croſs : And yet, upon the very 
Day of 155 Execution, he was to aſcend (without 
touching at any intermediate Place) into Paradiſe, 
He Had Oy Promiſe, he — a Pofi troe 2 

M 2 1© 
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elmer ris Ne nooram hay. 


he bad an  hdifpinable Promiſe, that he Wend 
thither aſcend, It Was not a ' Promiſe" mate Wc. 
Man who may deceive us; Þut, (mind this 3 ay 
* it Was 2 Promiſe of the great MESSIAH: the 8 
SAVIOUR f the World, the eternal 80N of 9 
GOD; "whole Will is Fate, and his Word ütmer 
than the Foundations of the Univerſe. 1 0 e „ 
romancing "Romanifts, if ever bu" have read 3 
Scriptures,” "you cannot but have feen this phi 
Evidence of the unpurgatorian\Plan, „ 9 
Breaſt of the Almighty: And, if yo have 1 OR 
read ay 29 there remaiecth C fo R 
us 


Sin" rad en, and you will find, N 5 
inen 73 SO 19 9s ried vio od ted 7-5 


rel the Death of the ne Man and * warts 
(a friking Repreſentation from the Mou k 
Chriſt himſelf) the one ſift His re 
and the other was r#6ivhd by -the Angels . 
Abraham's \Boſom*” There cannot be u Paier 
and apter Contraſt of the oppoſite Fates oft e 
Perſons, that ecmmemesch 22 e „ 
Diſſolution. * 4 IT es ge VCC 
v5. 3:3 1b e 1 as WD. 3 
To we Oer likewiſe of the Ay elit e 
tions, taught by, and admitted into the Roman 
Church, St. Paul fays I have fought a gb N 4 
I have finiſhed my Courſe, Thave ket the Faith, B e.. 
forth there is laid up for me Crow of Righteouſneſs * e 
And again have a Defire to departs und th b with ; 
Chriſt. Not one Word of Purgatory in any ff 
theſe Scripture Paſſages,” but z direct Dedaration =. 
ade tt; in Wl? e e 
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Uros the whole then, it ig 7 is a 


Aalen to think, how any Man, or Body of Men, 
enn tate into their Creed ſuch an Utopian Falſit * | 
Gertainly it is to be feared, that Gop has ent 5 


them ſtrung Deluſians, (as he has threatened to do 


upon Men's Abuſe of their Liberty —tbas they 


Lt ſhould believe @ LYE.” Good Gop! Does Reaſon 


declare for this Doctrine? She will in no wiſe 
anſwer their Purpoſe | Does the Word of Gop 

 interpoſe to confirm. it? Quite: the contraryf 
Did the Ape/thes receive of Chrift.to divulge it to 
the World by Way of Tradition? This cannot 

be ſaid with the leaſt Shadow of Truth! Did 
their immediate Followers, or antient Chriſtians 
believe, and ſay any Thing about it? No ſuch 
Thing! What Foundation then have they for it? 
Why none at all! Sq there is an End of the 
Whole Matter, all at once: And it appears at 
Aaſt, to be nothing elſe, but a mere Spectre and 


Chimera, that has no Exiſtence, but in the crazy 


Imagination of bigoted, wrongheaded Enthuſiaſts, 
1 is a Reproach to Humanity, it is a Shame to 
. Chriſtianity : For the Model of Purgatory. was 


5 taken from the  Heathen-T heology, ag is evident 


from Pirgil's Account of the fery: Purgation of 
Ghoſts in the infernal Regions. Plato begun the 
Fable, (as appears from: his Republican Trad, and 
his other Phædonian) and the Latin Poet took it 
up, and tranſmitted it to the Roman Church: 
And, indeed, there is a great Similarity between 
Popery and Paganiſm, in ſeveral Articles of their 
Faith. Much good my their Og Anti. 
e do them! l 1 
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Negue chim ita en n a natura, ut ad lu. 


dum et jocum fatti effe videamur, ſed ad ſeveritatem 
Potius, et n hr ache atque majora. 

©. Cie ENO. 
* 2217 of 


Ex otio negotiv.. e ee 


tenders to Knowledge, it is the univerſal 


- Suffrage of the moſt penetrating Philoſ ophers 
that · Truth lies ſo deep in a Well, tat it is the 


- hardeſt Thing to fetch her from the Bottom. 
Great and complicated muſt the Apparatus be, to 
diſincumber the Way to, and ſurmount the Ob- 5 
ſtacles, that ſurround and-envelop the ſacred 


OTw1THSTANDING that Abundance of Pre- 5 


% 


Treaſure! So it is decreed to be (whatever is 


is right“) in order to ſtimulate the Human En- 
deavours after Inveſtigation, and to caution us, 


not to take up an 3 at Random, but to uſe : 
3 „ 1 the 


AGAINST A MONASTIC LIFE. oF $3. 


the utmolt Deliberation, before it be ani dd 


aud ſettled i in the Mind. 


Int che Front of theſe n comes in 
to be conſidered—Prejudice of Educution. This is 
a Byaſs to Error, that hangs heavier or lighter 
upon the human Mind, in their Purſuits and R.. 
ſearches after Truth; and which one Half, or 


two Thirds of Mankind, never get clear of while 


they live. Credulity, and implicit Belief, have 
made a World of Wrong-Heads, and keep them 
ſo: And there are but poor Hopes of informing | 
a Man, who 1 deen res to be an n Ignora- f 
mus. 5 


Ne EXT to : wrong inbiled 7 Nations, or falſe Pres 
conceptions, may properly be ranked native 
Incapacity in the Faculties, ſo confuſed, beclouded, 
and hood winked in numerous People, that thens | 
remains no poſſibility of comparing the Attri- 
butes to the Subject under their Intuition. This 
ſeems to be the moſt:common, and the moſt inex-: 


tricable Difficulty, that perplexes their Specula- © = 


tions; and intercepts ſufficient Diſcoveries, and 
for this Reaſon, goes So the n . din 
a Re." „„ 


A further Obſtrudtion, 4 in the Purſuit of En- 
quiry, may be called a vincible one, though very 
predominent in the Human Frame; and that is 
Indolence, Sloth, or Love of Eaſe. A Perſon of 
this is OT. and T GPS CPN ſleeps on, 

eM Nabe | drowned 
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drowned-in lethargic Dulneſs, and r gives 
up all Thoughts of better inter, nation. 


* 


Io all theſe impediments, as ds Ci 
lator, we may add thoſe in the Qhjedts of Enqui - 
ry; fuch as—their myſterious and inſcrutible 
Nature——all improper Poſitions, Points of 
View, or—the too great pw the 1 in- 
tuitive Faculey- Ob | 


Ox or more of 854 om ants he 
Way to moſt Branches of knowledge, and, like 
the foaming Sword, forbids. Entrance into this 
Paradiſe of Pleaſure. As to the Works of Crea- 
tion, they are ſo involved in Secrecy and Ob. 
_ ſcurity, that they may be given up as paſt” all 
Hopes of Human Comprehenſion. And, as to 
thoſe Object, that lie within the Reach of our Ken, 
before any Perſon can be qualified for the Re- 
ſearch, he muſt diveſt himſelf—df all prejudicate 
Conceptions—all negative Privations of Action, 
and — have the Object in a right Attitude for 
Contemplation, in Order to form a right Judg- 
mentof the Matter. Theſe Preparatives ſeem to 
be the or Platonic KagJagran, or 
Method of Purgation for the Soul, ſo often 
mentioned by the Antients. Be that as it may, 
after all theſe Refinements, and deliberate Precau- 
tions, the ableſt Enquirer may ſuſpect his own 
Judgment of Things, had mae of en 


5 Apprehenfions, in his Search after Truth. 


33 


As Mani 18 thus circumſtanced, a bewildered 
in ; 


aw 
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Cade Uncertainty, it pleaſed 3 | 
of Truth, to . for our Direction, in the 


moſt important and intere/ting Concerns, thoſe 
Concerns of our immortal Souls. The benevo- 
lent and campaſſionate Father of Mankind, could 
not ſuſler all the rational World to be over run 
With grosMiſconceptions,and viſionary. Projects, 
in the Buſineßs of Religion, as the old Pagan 
World was at the Time of the Diuine Inter- 
Poſition: And, therefore, he gave his Human 
Creatures a complete Syſtem of Inſtructions, for 
the Regulation of their Sentiments in ever, 
Article. And, by this diuine Rule, or unerring 
Standard, we are to abide at our Peril, and 
iber add ahereto nar dimiviſh ir ole 


1 | Bur, enery e 1 „ relle, f 
with heart. felt Cancern, upon the preſent De- 
xiations from thoſe Heaven dictated Articles of 
Faith. To ſuch wild Enormitics are they grown, 
as to become Matter af Aſtoniſhment and 22 
at the ſame Time. Strange it is, that reaſonable 
Beings ſhauld be ſo reſulvedly bent, to counter- 
act the benign Schemes of Heaven for their Sal- 
vation! Some of theſe excentric Wanderings, 
cut of the right Line, have been dragged but to 
View ; and there is another, that may properly 
IR eee Which is alike . 


3 — 9 0 Ee mee 
Miſperſwaſions; and chat is— groundleſs Belief 
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pe both: 0 the ann Reaſon and 


u den {PD 


| RAT eee "=o : 
lar, among thoſe of the Romiſh Church, that 


none but /eque/tered Perſons, and fante/tical En- 
thuſiaſts, are eſteemed—* the righteous, and 
are ſuppoſed to know more of the other World, 
in Proportion as they know little of this: And 
ſo ſtrong is the Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of Recluſes, 
that People of ſound Knowledge in Bivinity, 
who venture to lay their Error before them, are 


branded with the odious Names of Infidels and 
Heretics: Nay, the moſt amiable moral Actions, 4 
without the Belief of certain faſhionable F = 
are accounted no other than ſplendida pec- 
cata,” andthe fineſt Endowments of Mind often 


ſpoken of with contempt. ' < And, indeed, none 


are thought fit for Heaven, but ſuch as no Man 
of common Senſe would care to keep Company 


with upon Earth.” Acting 
Dictates of ſolid Reaſon, and the awful Precepts 
of the Goſpel, is of little or n. "ay w_ 
People of this Caſt. 0 10 


IN can of this ruling Migetfive/in, 
People of all Ranks and Dane: of both Sexes, 
and all Ages, abandon the World, and every Sort 
of lawful Buſineſs, to take up their 'Quarters i in 


Monaſteries and Nunneries. This is a Fact, fo 


well known, as to need no Evidence to confirm 


it: And ĩt is equally certain, that moſt of theſe 


A — Aren the Ages of groſſeſt 


Ignorance. 


Revelation. elner 19 


| hes amfog and 3 them without Heſitation: 
And it might raiſe the Wonder of any ſenſible 
Chriſtian, how it could ever enter into the Heads 

of the People at firſt, to think of à Plan of Life 
ſo far out of the common Road: And it is a 
greater Wonder yet, that it» ſhould not be dif. 
continued in theſe enlightened Ages! Motives of 


ed Parents, to ſend away their Children, from 
under their own-Care, and Government, to be 
ſacriſiced to the Whims of deluded Superior. 
But, what will not a h, Zeal drive Men to! It 

is headſtrong, it is brutiſh, it is not | 
to Knowledge.“ it fan&tifies Un vilet-Enormi- 
amen dee and authorizes 
the moſt unnatural Crimes, with a Pretence of 


infatuates the Human Mind; and could induce 
the frantic Worſfiippers of Baal, to force theit 
children to paſs through the Fire to the God 
Moloch. In like Manner, it ſeduces Chriſtian 
Parents to devote their Offspring to a Life f 
Superſtitious Folly, and Madneſs. Certainly, 
before Men can to this Height of Phrenſy,; 
they muſt ben axe tot ON RENEE: 5 
their Bible! For ·— it OT 30 T9 #123 44 . 
i -bei e ieee bar eee n : 
Ist the firſt Plate, ſuch arecluſe Sate of Like 1 40 -- 
utterly inconſiſtent with the-providential Deſigns = 
of God, in ſending Mankind into the World, 
which: e 


ee . 


Piety and Religion are falſely pleaded, by bigot-. 


the Cauſe of God: It beſots;vand 


4 ͤU qr SACRED OUPORY 
and Diſflenlties for the Trial af their Virtues. 


And whe art thou, O Man: that feplieſt againſt 


Gop?”” Shall the Thing farmed ſay unte him 


Fun formed it, why haſt cheu made me thus?” 


When laborious Employments are the common 


ſolves from all its Troubles? Is not 


this openly vebelling againſt the Ahor of onr 
Being. and deſerting the Poſt, chat he has r- 


ed us to-occupy? Is it not making the Wokup _ 


quite another Thing to What he has made it, 
and Gon another Bart of Being than what he is, 
and aur/efves Other Cręatures than what we are? 
It is-plain, beyond Diſpute, that for Men to turn 
Solitaries or Recluſes, is diametrically thwarting 
the Schemes of the Maker and Governor af the 
Univerſe, and acting in a harefaced 
to the 
Kitution and Appointment of the World. 


ay e ene 105 


bee e ne . ie e 55h 
Heaven on u Bed af Down, mhilſt athens go 


| thithier upon aus al Thos, | 


This is the ; oom- 


up the pr Mam agai 
eee of the infallible 3 1 
from all Eternity, and expreſsly declared“ that 


we muſt, through much Tribulation, enter into 


the Kingdom ofHeaven:” And;for all the fineſt, 


and not plauſihle Things, that cun be ſaid upon 


„„ of a recluſe Life, the moſt 


certain 


Dot of Mankind, by the Laws and Orders of 
Heaven, what Excue, what Reply can be framed 
for abhſoonding from the World and quding ur- 


| 


Contrariety 
Calling that belongs to Man, in Shahn | 
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certain Way to Heaven 3 is through Thorns and 
Briers, as their Language is, by à Man's doing 
his Duty in that State of Life, to which it hath 
pleaſed Got: to call Rim.“ Far my Eutin 
great Writer, when I fee a Man 


his Way through this World of Troubles, reſo« 


lutely outfacing every Difficulty, and;feadily geing 
on in the Duties of his Station, and glorioufly 
quitting his Charge through Poverty and Diſ- 
treſs; ſuch a one I lock upon to be the Deligii of 
Men, the Foy of Angels; and the belived of Gon; 
inaſmuch as he lives like a Man, behaves himſelf 
like a teaſonable Creature, and ſtands to the Poſt 
that God has fixed him in. So fure as there is 
a God, juſt and good, adds he, ſhall this Man be 
\ rewarded at laſt, ae Ou: Servant ( T, 
heavenly Maſter. Ki 12 . 


Tutu is en hawiny* ha eas 
Monaſtic Life. It not only claſhes with Gop's 


Deſign in fending Men hither, for a State of Pro- 
bation; but with the Duties and Offices owing to 
Human Societies. Theſe are various, and bind= 

ing, upon every focial Creature. As Man, of all 
Creatures, is the leaſt qualified to live alone, 
| Bodies of People combine together, by tacit or 


e Crip eee eee e 


1 of the whole Community. But this com- 
mon Support cannot properly be kept up, with- 
out every Member's contributing his propor- 
tionate Share, to promote the Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs of the Public. Now, if ſome Individuals - 
ſeparate and diſjoint themſelves, by à rechuſe Life, 


164 un 84cm oben r 
from the Body Politic, to Which they » bling 


they then flatly deny all Concern for the good of 


others; turn their Backs upon the proper Charge, 
and act like the fooliſh Oftrich, that abandons her 
Offspring, and flies away into the Deſart. Of 
all the various Characters, and Deſcriptions of 
Men in a State, theſe are the moſt iale Drones, or 
»/eleſs Burdens of the Earth, and deſerve to be 


for nothing like themſelves. » 


ſs ſhort, lied it DF down for a Maris, 
or undoubted Truth—that nothing can be right, 
which, if univer/ally put in Practice, would inevita- 
bly-bring Miſchief and Ruin, . upon private Per- 
ſons; or public Bodies of Men. Such a Proce- 
dure would neither be reconcilable to the Divine 


Laws, nor found Policy: Let it be ſuppoſed for 


once, that, in ſome Popiſh State, every 
ſhould take the Whim of ſhutting themſelves up 


in Cloyfers, (and one has a Right to do it as well 


as another) what would become of the Society? 


What a wretched, forlorn, and abandoned Collection 
of People would they be! Poverty and Diſtreſs, 


in their moſt hideous Shapes, would ſoon: bring 


them to their Senſes, and convince them feel- 


| ingly, that they were utterly wrong in their 

Sentiments, and that their Plan of Life, which 
they had adopted, was very far from being con- 
den with hi an s Duty a Happinel. : 1011 


TrazOLy: again, it is not only repugnant to the 15 
2 Nature 


baniſhed from all Human Society, into ſome re- 
mote Corner of the World-——barren ers. gd 


0 0 i 
a Py pes as 0 
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3 93 2 Station, which every Human 
0 e ds amongſt oft Men; but to the bounden 
e he oy to himſelf, taught i in the moſt 
| and. ſtrongly dictated by the 
primary Law 19 N poof reſervation. As Mankind 
and obliged, by this Law, to preſerve their Life 
_ to the utmoſt Span; ſo are they to take all pro, 
per Methods, to promote the Health of the 
Body: And it n by acknowledged, that there 
is no, other elfectual. Way of doing this, but 
g thole, due Exerciſes, : 15 which they are ſo 


ly ackn. Wiedged, by the ableſt Maſters 


In wr rhics, that an afive State of Life gives a re. 8 


and ſalutary Fermentation to the Bloo 
and Juices, 7 Puts the animal Spirits into the 
it natural gitations: : Whereas Idleneſs and | 
action, "occaſions a. torpid Stagnation of all the 
corporeal Fluids, „ Tenders the whole Fabrick ſick 
and Mes brings on Fevers and | Conſumptions, 
and 2 all that he lr of Diſorders, that horten 
the Day sof Man: 80 that all thoſe Hi ermits, Monks, 
ANC Fans, who, ſhut themſelves up in Caves, and * 
ſolitary N. Walls, 1 may be aid, in ſome Degree, to 
be guilty of Suicide. W r the bare Principle of | 


Hor; a 2 more ber: Accitfation CO 'be e 
"I gainſt it. For it is a direct Violation of 
5 a l and 1 Wee, of all the Cee 


creaſe, and multiply, and te- 
Ihe h 00 | . . 
| e ene 


adapted by the Author of their Frame. "Tr + 


* 


[ 


fob kus tient dür 
8 runs © the Fncourige ment 6f Pj Ulation; 12 


2 Popiſh Orders for Sharia) aff Celine, 1 
manifeſtly to De epopulation. n. The dee 

Lecluſes, in tlie Rand Chur el, 84 great 0 

n of the Scarcity of AS If Na 
Many, of both 88800 chere, withdraw Ai rs 
from comm x Societies, and deo theniſely 3 
to perpetual Ce elibacy, which is 9 Fi vp 50n, by 
the deluded Bi 77 975 the e Virches. 
But, it is a MyR ery. of M 8 OW that can, be 
a Virtus, which is protu ve of Wöthß g. Con. 
traries beget Companies it is true, it Vos. 4 


entities cannot (but by y al-mighty A 35 bring 
forth Exiſtences. . Tele People do ly con La- 
ict themſelves, when they fay—* arriage s 


holy, and that Calibacy,. Ys Js the "Oppo fite, 
WAY. "The 5 9 of thoſe 10 55 15 9 


4441 


without ande them any. s 
might be done much better by re be fa the 
World. This miſtaken Fitee för Continence Bas 
been the Loſs of more People, than Habe ever 
been deſtroyed by Plague, or the moſt bloody 
Wars. In every religious Houſe 08 they are cal- 
led) may be ſeen an endleſs Family, where not 
is born. The Recepacles of all Comers, are pet- 
petually open, like ſo many Graves wherein fu- 
ture Generations are buried a8 5 Proteftant 

Countries 


J 
Q 
/ 
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r 4 


Surg 


* to 2 ever fince the firſt Creation. It ap- 


pears:evident from this, that the Religion of Pro- 
ani gives them a great Advantage over thoſe 


of the Romarifts, in the Article of Population.” 


An#'it has been obſerved, in fome mixed Coun- 
tries, that the Reformiſts increas faſter than the 
0 ether; and conſequently, muſt grow rich and 
whilft” the latter become poorer and 
weaker: And, upon this Account, it might not 
be amiſs to ſay, that, in the natural Courſe of 


— A y enjoys. 'the Right of 
the Liver! Lord has grant- 


Things, Popery at laſt muſt come to nothing. 


Celibacy carries certain Death with it, wherefo-, _ 
ever it goes, and, like a burſting Bomb, 2 
iefelf and all around it: eee e 


1 As a Monaſtic Life interferes with RT 


Command of Gop to Max; ſo it is repugnant to 


Actions) to the Scheme, the Genius, or Spirit of 


Chriſtianity, and his Manner of Life to the Ex- 


ample of Chrift and his Apoftles. At the fame 


Time, that the Goſpel Laws are very exact, in 


requiring great Purity of Heart and Life, they 
are no leſs fo, in commanding * Mankind—to be 


content in the ſeveral Allotments of Providence— 


to provide for their Families—to be indu/trious in 
Buſineſs, and—to withſtand all Difficulties and 


7 e of and World,” the Fleſb, _ the 
EF oi A Devil 


* ww, 


the Nature of thoſe Rules hid down in the Goſpel, 
for his Conduct. Whoever would go upon fafe 
Ground, and order his Behaviour right, muſt 
confirm his Sentiments (the primum mobile of his 


rp 5 . THE enn. ovre ar . 
9 2911 22450 o 
| Dani”: This is the pr 1 the 

Office, the Work, the Taſk, i, of every Chriſtian, 
and of both Sexes: And it is a Service too, that 
demands no leſs Time than our whole Lives, no 
leſs Application than our whole Strength. Now, 
when all this is to be done in the Chriſtian Courſe, 
what Plea of Juſtification. can be deviſed or. 
framed by any Man, to deſert his Poſt like a 
Coward or Rebel, and to ſneak away into an Her- 
metical Cell, or a Convent. He that takes a View | 
of the active Nature of the Chriſtian Calling, 
together with the Behaviour of idle Recluſes— 
ſhut up from the Reſt of their Species pending 
their whole Time in a torpid Indolence or Sloth— 
exempt from the common Sufferings, and H ard- 
ſhips of Life ſituate out of the Reach of provi- 
dentially allotted Temptations; he that takes this 
Sort of a Survey, can never think them a Set of 
true Diſciples, but rather a Nen of. the baſe 6 - 
Traitors and aer de 15 


LI N 7 


7 not vain Enthuſiaſts 33 imagine, that 
their religious and worldly Affairs are at Variance, 
like Gop and the Pope. There is no Occaſion to 
turn their Backs upon Human Society, when 
they come to devote themſelves to a religiouß 
Life, nor to abandon all the Satisfactions of this 
World, as ſoon as they become Candidates for the 


other. The Chriſtian Religion was never intend-, 


cd, by. benevolent Heaven, to drive Men into. 
Deſarts or Mongſteries, but to ſhow them how to 
qualify. themſelves for both Worlds, It was not 
calculated to draw them off from their Induſtry | 


or 


5 | ww | 
— 
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Th: od bin: | 
or Gebe, 8 4 to make them provi- 
dent for 
Regard to Duty, Ys „and from 2 Principle of Con- 

ſcience, | Gop never framed the ee 'ongue 


for the ſulky Silence of a Herms Cave, nor our 


Reaſon to lie dead in Solitude. A Chriſtian 


needs neither to fling up his Eſtate, nor forſwear 


Company, nor, like old Timon, di iſband from his 
Fraternity. He may enjoy the Benefits of a Pa- 


ternal Inheritance here, and the Reverſion of a 


nage his commercial Affairs, without neglecting 


to negociate thoſe of his Soul. The Parent ma 

provide for the comfortable Subſiſtence of his 
Offspring, and not forfeit his Title to a heavenly _ 
Treaſure. In fine, Chriſtianity has no Deſign to 


extirpate the Human Paſſions, but to keep them from 
being exceſſive, and Ruinous to our Happineſs: 
And fo far is it from debarring its Profeſſors from 


any valuable Intereſt, or withholding any ſolid 
Pleaſure, that it highly i improves, and e 


any rational Satisfaction. 


} : 
33 


As to the examplary Behaviour of the great 
13 come from Gop, it teaches us, during 


his whole Abode upon Earth—that a Life of 


Priuacy and Retirement, is not Man's Buſineſs in 


this World. He was, upon all proper Occafions, : 
converſant on ſome public Scene of Action, and 


Wholly devoted to the Good of Mankind. He 
did not /but himſelf up from the Intercourſe and 
Correſpondence of Men, or pick out a few ſeleF 
2 riends for Converſation, * but 6 went about 
doing 


ves and Dependents, out of 


©... 


future one hereafter, The Merchant may ma- | 
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doing Goog,” even all the Good he codld, both 
0 the Bodies and Souls of Men, and made this 
ie cunſtant Employment of his Life. ever 
taught, ſays he, in the T emple, and in the 
Synagogue, whither the Jews always reſort; and 


in ſecret haye I ſaid nothing: He did not e | 


his Hearers into Corners, 25 order them into 
Cloyfeers ; but ated fairly upon the — (x Hs 
of the World. Open-heartednelſs, deali 

and Ingenuity of Speech, was the diſtin fig 
Characteriſtics of the Mefliah's Conduct: 1. 435 


they who herd together for ſeparate Meetings, | 


and take 2 contrary Courſe to their Divine 
Maſter, do in Effect diſown him for their Guide, 


and hardly deſerve the Name of tis e | 
. Honelſta, bonis viris, non occulta petuntur. 


I 


And the Apo/les, in like Manner, did not make 


it a Cuſtom to forſake the World, and take the 
Vo never to return to it again. On the very 
contrary, they were ever ready to appear in Pub- 
lic, and laid out their utmoſt Endeavours' to con- 
front a World of barbarous and ſuperſtiticus Peo- 
ple, and to bring them over to the Obedience A 
the Divine Laws. In the Execution of this grea 
ndertaking, they ſet out from Jeruſalem, and 
travelled to the remote Corners of the Earth; 7 
eaching the Goſpel, bath to the Jews and 
Soo eu and Diſtreſſes, of all Kinds; 
attended them, whereſoever they came: But is 
acks nor Tortures, could withhold them from 
rying. on their Deſign. By the Dint of 
NE e 120 n 
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CG 


[ 


ce $ bout Gin. 411 


Södräge and Keen, „ they made theilt Wi 
thrqugh every Difficult Gutbraved all Op. 
polition, till, At faf 0 0 Soli of the 
reached as far as tf Plantations of Men. ii Kinds 
and Queens became Nur/ing fathers and Nurſing- 
 mcthers to the Cauſe of Chriſtiani ity ; and their 
Councils, their Camps, their Corporations, their 


Courts of Fudicature, &c. were full of Chriſtians. 


What an Antitheſis, what a Contraſt, is the Life 
of the cloiſtered Monks and of the Apoſtles! 
Not the leaſt Shadow of Reſemblance between 
them! Light and Darkneſs, Bitter and Sweet are 
not greater Contrarieties : And—contraria j _ = 
e poſita magis einceſcunt. | 


8 pte without End, 4 fine - 
ſpun Encomias, have been laviſhed upon everx 
Sort of the Romiſh Separatiſts; but it happens 
very unluckily for them, that all the Arguments, 

againſt their Manner of Life, muſt ſtand their 
Ground, and remain unanſwered : Nor is the 
Matter mended, if they plead Antiquity in Defence 
of their Cauſe. It appears, from the beſt Ecclgſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory, that, in the firſt four hundred 
Years after Chriſt, neither Mongſtery or Nunnery 
took Place; and that St. Auguſtine was the firſt, 
who took it into his Head to ſet on Foot ſuch 
Foundations: So that, finally, not the moſt re- 
fined Jeſuitica! Sophiſtry, not the moſt ſublimated 
Caſuiſtry of the whole Roman Hierarchy, can fup- 
port their Cauſe, or juſtify their Antichriſtian 
Choice of a Monaſtic Life. All that they have 
to ſay againſt the Chriſtian Liberty, taken by 
| | __ 2 Proteſtants, 
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PROPHANE EAR 


4 


een ken 


Per Solis radiat, Nurpeingus fulmina jurat; _ 
Et MarTis frameam, et CI RRHÆIL ſpicula Vatis,' 
Per calamos Venetricis, pharetramque Puellæ, 

Perque ham, pater £631 NeeTUNE, tridentum: 

Addit et AzRCULE0s arcus, haſtamque Mix RRV, 
Ruicquid habent telorum armamentaria cali, Juv. 


S the Material World has a natural Tenden- 

cy to relapſe into its original Chaotic Diſ- 
order, unleſs kept in by the all conducting Hand 
Divine, ſo the Moral World would ſoon flide into 
the wildeſt Irregularities in Thought, Word, or 
_ Deed, without the influencing Aid of Religion. 
It is this, which is deſigned by Heaven, toregulate 
zul the Motions of the Human Microcoſin. The 
foregoing Reflections were intended to ſet forth 
ſome capital Inſtances of erroneous Sentiments, 
that have got Footing | in Chriſtendom, in open 
Defiance 


of Swearing appears in 
| brought in, by Xen 


$M 0 6 6 
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N of the facred ub: And there i is pref. 


fing Occaſion, G6d knows? to lopk a kitle fur= 
ther, and examine thoſe more miſchievous Vices 


of the Tongue, that are grown faſhionable ta 


Exceſs, and call for the moſt frenuaus Qutcry 
againſt them. Among the many of this Tribe, 


that of vajn Swearing may. properly be ſet in the 


Front, and 0 8 s all the Fi orce of FIG 
Re lem 3 


en Nan dai 5 2 IG mk 
the ſeveral Nations of the Earth have invente 
their different Oaths,-; AS they have h d their 


4 Coins. The Greeks, were the moſt Ie 
non ed Nation of all the Antients, and 42985 uſed 
2 . wantonly—by "Dk 4 1 the Lives Ee 


wn Head an 


their e th 


by the Head, of any one, ai. whom they cone 
verſed, .. 88 Was 2 1 F 0 extraor- 


dinary Characte r amo wg them; and yet, a Habit 


Some frivs e ee 


courſe of his: And, ir 1 polite a Writer had no 
more Solemnity in his Expreſſions, how little 


by Og RAVE Peop Is . 


Fon 2 wat Proietinth t to 5 Feen the | 


28 followed theſe great Examples: Inſomuch, 
ſwore by any Thing which they eſteem- 
cl as ON” 14 the Motto at hs * 

2 


3 WEE 4 8 3 FAG 
i 24 SS Se . I Po 9 * 9 ae * \ . 1 


5 


his Conferences with His 


Dif- | 


4 
f * 


| Regard, may we N was . to an O] 


— 
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of this Paper, expreſſed by «Siva Por of | 
their own, And. E 


| 7 * al ici Cuſtoms 13 04 by : Camden, 
like the Plague; the Jews, who run into all the 
Abominations of the nei ghbouring Nations, ſoon 
learned the helliſh Nack of Swearing: And 
though they had a Divine Law, which expreſsly 
forbad them to take /Gop's Name in vain ;- yet, 
they. did not ſcruple to fwear—by the Head, as 
he Heathens did—by the T; 215854 the Aar 
by Heaven, as We ſind it Jad eir Charge: 
And as the Commonneſs of any Thing takes off 
git the Wonder of it; io Suvari wal own 
cuſtomary amo both Jews and Gentiles, 
(which made up all the World) as to deftroy that 
reverential Solemnity, due to an Oath in Judicial 
Matters. This ruined the Peace and good Order 
of Civil Eſtabliſhments, by 2 Met) 8 No- 
tion of the Guilt of Perjury, * | 


” Tus great T -acher come Ka God, aid a the 
univerſal authoritative Laugiver came to reform 
all the Errors and Vices that had overſpread the 
Face of the Earth. Among the Reſt of thoſe 
wide-extended Abominations, he ſeverely —_— 
the Uſe of vain Swearing ; and his Apoſtle,” St. 

James, followed his Maſter's Example, to 8 | 
it in all Chriſtian Communities. 0: | 


Bur Chilſtians, alas! are not to be . | 
by Goſpel Reſtraints, The Tongue ſeems let 
ole to take all the wild Liberties, that an un- 

governed 
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governed Heirt can fling it into, and Swearing 
is the moſt common and modiſh of all theſe 
excurſive Rambles. In this Sort of Diabolic . 
Language, People write after the Copy of the _ 
antient Jews and Gentiles, if not outdo' the Ori- 
ginal. The Sacredneſs of the Name of Gov is | 
worn out, and forgot, together with the Nature 
of their Holy Profeſſion. Parents, by Example 
_ (that forcible Inſtructor) teach their Children to 
ſwear, Maſters their Servants,” one Generation 
another; and ſo the Miſchief goes round, and is. 
become univerſal, If you would not hear it, you 
muſt needs go out of the World, or fly to the 
utmoſt Part of the Earth, and remain' in the- 
 Wildernef, or loſe your Hearing, or—God muſt 
ſtrike them dumb. Such a Number of Oath: are 
ranted out every Day, in any one Chriſtian Na- 
tion, 28 are not to be told; though, as a certain 
Writer ſpeaks, 'a Man (like that Inhabitant 15 | 
Mahomet” sParadiſe) iad ſeventy thouſand Heads, 
and to every Head, ſeventy thouſand Mouths, ; 
and, to every Mouth,  leventy thouſand © ongues. | 


Salter Indeed it is, that Chriſtians; who $2 


are forbidden to wear at all, ſhould be ſo wan- 
tonly wicked as to fivear ſo often! It ſeems as if 
the Breach of the Command was their principal 
Deſign, and Diſobedience to Gov their: only Di- 

verſion. But ſo it is, that, by an unnatural Me. 
zamorphoſy, they turn the Dwellings of Men into 
the Habitations'of Devils, and the Language of 
| the Living into the Dialect of the Damned. 


. GE 


* 
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EX FT. 


As this hell ih Vice ſeems triumphant, it is the 5 
indiſpenfible Duty of thoſe who have the Charge 
of correcting every Moral Enormity, to collect 
all the Arguments that can be deviſed, and offer 
them to the Conſideration of the Offenders: And 

when Sin does abound, Zeal, to ſuppreſs it, 
ſhould abound in ee Let it LI be 


54 us ho rt i Flacg, how a ad rfl i | 
| this Sin is, that People are ſo prone to commit. 
1 He that robs upon the 88 has a Purſe of 
Gold before him, that tempts him to do Violence 
to the Owner. The Pirate who ranges the Seas, 
has a rich Prize in his Eye, that may make 2 
brave Return for the Toil and Hazard of his Kn. 
terprize. Some Ship that comes loaden from 
the Indies, allures him to attack her, in order to 
make up his Fortune. The covetous Wretch 
5 8 his Bags of Money, and adores the * 
tering Treaſure, and not without Reaſon: 
he ünds chat Gold has a Kind of ae | 
Power, can make Foes Friends, and clear his 
Way through every Difficulty. But, as for the 
Sin of vain Swearing, it brings in no Manner of 
Advantage; and would even puzzle Sages. to 
account, what Charm there can be in it, to in- 
vite Men's Inclinations to commit it. Let them 
be aſhamed and bluſh, ſays an inſpired Writer, 
that tranſgreſs without a Cauſe: Without a 
Cauſe, indeed! For the common Storarer makes 
the maddeſt Bargain in the World; and, with 


the profane Ahab, * ſells himſelf to work 
CA 8 Wickedneſs 


ae PROFANE u 3 5 


Widkedacl for Nase - 6; Sno vide ben 
ſpect of Advantage in Hand, e eee, 
e e eee 


bor, e eee . any . 

: Intereſt, but an Offence againſt Decency : 
Tor whatever ſome unpoliſhed Heads may think; | 
with the Rules of good Breeding, as well as with 
the Commands of the Bible. Tbe grave and fen- | 
fible Part of Mankind muſt abhor it, and look - 
upon it as "the maſt rude and ungenteet Sort of 


World, an n eafy, inoffenfive, and obliging Be- | 
haviour is becoming and agreeable; Whereas he 
contrary appears. too rough and turbulent to 

paſs for polite Manners, and ſtandand Civility.. 
Suppoſe a Perſon, in Converſation, ſhould always 
de grating the Ears of the Company with Frags, 
ments of Homer or Virgil; or with the graver 
condemn him as an impertinent and pedantic 
Fellow. For my Part, faid an eminent Character 
of Piety, I think it a Mark of the utmoſt Inde- 
cency, to-profane the ſacred Name af Gon at 
every Turn; and, when I happen to fall into 


Company with a Set of ſuch Demoniacs, or 
Legion Club, ſtraining their Throats to rant out 


2700000 Non nnec 


Tux Diſeredt of the mens Ca 


In the univerſal Sentiments of the 35 


ſuch a helliſh Jargon, I cannot forbear thinking 


Further | 
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. 


a Mar im current in the World, that the more 
a Man fears, the leſs he is to bè credited; 


And it is grounded upon the juſteſt Reaſon, w + 


minuteſt Obſervation. | For whatever Fools may 


do, wiſe Men argue thus He that makes no 
_ - Conſcience of Swearing, why ſhould he make any 
| truſted who 
abuſes and affronts him whois the great Creator 


of Lying?” How can that Man be 
and Benefactor of Mankind? Thoſe puny Giants, 


who dare to break one of Gop's Commands 


without Scruple or Remorſe, why may they not 


break another? And, therefore, though weak 


Heads may imagine to conſirm their Words by 


an Oath, yet, wiſe Men are 


of an Impoſtor. 


* Turns is. another Conkideration that ſhould H 


not be overlooked upon this Subject, and that is 
the great Impropriety of Swearing. . It is a down- 


right Tautalagy, which is a Fault in Language, 


not to be forgiven. Men of Learning, we ſee, 
are aſhamed of falling into Blunders of Speech be- 


- fore eee e. tranſgreſſing the known 
Rules of Rhetoric—of 


the loweſt Erudition, have a natural Ambition 
to appear correct in their Expreflions : For all 
that, pleaſe to mind the common Swearer, and the 


| looſe Sallies of his Tongue, if your Patience will 


bear it. What a Clatter of Oaths does he heap 


"ow ** another, — NPOn Oſſa! If he 


utters 


f 


further be taken into Conſideration. There is 


3 
. ee eee eee eee 


talking incorrectiy, or being 
guilty of the /ea/t Inaccuracy: And even thoſe f 
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utters ten Sentences, nine Times does he ramble - - | 
into the fame threadbare Expreſſions: And, be:. 
ſides the profane Air of ſuch Repetitions, they :- 
are ſomewhat like the Crambe repetitas, that—re- 
curs Hand recurs and recurs till the promiſcu- 
ous Jumible, or the whole Heterogenzous Maſs of | 
Matter becomes nauſeous and unſupportable, —_ -. 3 
turns the Stomach of every delicate Hearer: 
Such impious and impertinent Tautolagier they 
are, as will not ſtand the Teſt of a eiten Ex. 
ambnatioit, „ U m7 mn SQ MA N n, EY 
- Is 09S) OH FT Anz Av M 5 2 38 
e Atte Greeks had thay tle indepen" * 
dent Sentences called Expletives (but more pro- 
perly Impletives) which thiy brought into their 
Diſcourſes, both in Proſe and Verſe. This they 1 
did, for no other purpoſe that can be imagined, 4 ö 
but to render their Sentences more ſonorous, ad e 
their Periods more harmonious. But their Ex- 
ample (for all the Veneration they acquired) can- 
not authoriſe more Words to be made, but juſt 
what are abſolutely neceſſary bs communicate 
the Meaning of the Speaker. A redundant 
 Superfluity of Language is a faulty Extreme, as 
well as an abrupt Conciſeneſs, that requires Sub- 
auditurs, and are both to be avoided, as incon- 
ſiſtent with Accuracy and Propriety. N * 


2 n / pp a e, Tautolegi. 


Türer are Arent to be vega — 4 
for temporal and prudential Reaſons; but are 
not fully adequate to the preſent Purpoſe. There | 
remains one behind, that _ be more ſtriking 

_ 
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: = perſwaſive, as being of the religious Kind, and 


| ds our immortal Concerns, Let it be re- 
membered, therefore, 1 in the laſt Place, that. 


urbar and habitual een is expreſs 
y forbidden by the Supreme Lawgiver, as well 
as the heinous Sins of Murder, Theft, Perjury, 
Kc. But why has he forbidden it . Becauſe an 
Oath is a ſolemn Appeal to God, and reſerved to 
give Confirmation to Men's Words in Affairs of 
Importance, and to put an End to Controverſies, 
which cannot otherwiſe be decided: But, to at- 
teſt every Trifie with an Oath, draws People not 
only 1 into inconſiderate Perjury, but prepares them 
for it gradually; Cuſtom having taught them to. 
look upon what they ſo affirm as trifling and in- 
cConſiderable. For which Reaſon, ſays Hieroclen— 
from common Swearing, Men inſenſibly ſlide into 
Perjury. Stop then, thou Worm of a Man, thou 
creeping Thing of the Earth, thou Duſt. and 
Aſhes, thou very Atom, thou mere nothing. It 
is the tremepdous Gop, who hath ſaid—that he 
will not hold that Perſon guitleſs who taketh his 
Name in Vain: And who art thou that regardeſt 
not ſo Thunder-ſtriking a Threating as this? Art 
thou able to grapple with the Almighty, or hec · 
tor him into Tameneſs, or ſwagger out of his 
Juſtice? Know for certain, that all the while 
thou are rolling off thoſe profane Vollies from 
thy Tongue, thou art opening thy Mouth wide 
againſt Heaven, and he that - the Ear ſhall 
he not hear? Or, he that enacted amen, 
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ſhall he not puniſh ? «+ Vengeance i is mine, Twill 
repay) faith the iN ag | ” 
4: 
; nean this e Sin Fa ye that have 
learned it. Learn it not, ye that have not uſed 
it. The Arguments and Motives are ſo many, 
and ſo ſtrong againſt it, that it is a Myſtery how 
this Myſtery of Iniquity' ever got Footing in 
the World! Strong Footing it has got, however, 
as obſerved in the Beginning; though there is 
neither Proſit nor Decency nor Credit nor 
Propriety—nor Obedience to the Divine Law, in 
this Sort of Language. Enough to ſet all Hearts 
againſt it, and to raiſe all Tongues Way Shame 


upon t-—for ever! 
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ANY are the öridling Reſtraints laid upon 
the Tongue, by Philoſophers, Legiſlators, 
ad Divines, and not without the utmoſt Neceſ- 
ity and Occaſion. For, from an high Authority 
it has been obſerved, and we find it verified by Ex- 
perience—that © every Kind of Beaſts is tamed, 
and have been tamed of Mankind, but the 
Tongue can no Man tame.” Canſt thou draw 

out the Leviathan with an Hook, and with a 
Line which thou ſhalt caſt down to his Tongue, 
as the ſacred Dramatic Writer argues? It is a 
Method often made Uſe of in the ſacred Volume, 
to ſet forth Moral Difficulties by Natural Impoſ- 
| ibilities, as this Manner of ſpeaking puts the Thing 
in a ſtronger Light, but does not exclude the 

Poſſibility 


8 
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— of it. The Tongue may be tamed, 
Ar it is a hard Matter t to do it, | 


N Ae the many ladet Liberties of this un- 

ruly Member, that ſnarling Vice of Defamation 
deſerves the ſevereſt Animadverſions. The Au- 
thors of it are an odious Tribe, and juſtly thought 


what Pirates are ſtiled : humani generis hoſtes;?? 
And ſince their Hand is againſt every Man, Foy Be 


E Fang houſe, be aguinſt hems, un 


a As every Nada: have. their Spies i the Par- . 
poſe of private Intelligence, ſo Slanderers lie 

lurking in all Communities, to pry into Family 
Secrets, to dive into People's Circumſtances and 
Manner of Life, and to blaze abroad the con- 


cealed Faults, which their Sagacity has labori-. / : 


ouſly hunted out. And no Man's Manner of Life 
can be ſo well guarded and ſecure, but that theſe 
Buſybodies may find out ſome. Flaw or'Weak- 
neſs in it, which they will be ſure to aggravate 


ke Exceſs, and make the Molehill into a Moun- 


A dangle Incident may happen in the beſt 


. they may make a Handle of to 


blemiſh his Reputation and good Name: And 
Whiſperers and Backbiters are ever overjoyed to 
find an Occaſion of telling the Wenn that mers 
eee amore” Te. roſs 4Rret 


Tun tions Dealers? in Scandal 7 all their 
Arts about them, and make Uſe of various 


Means, though they all tend to drive on the fame - 


Deſign. . Some of this Tribe will invent falſe 
9 3 N Reports, | 


j 


1 
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Reports, at the fink, to the lnjury and Ruin of | 
of another. Others make it their Buyengſs | to 
publiſh them as true, though they know them to 
befalſs. Some will charge a Man with a Crime = 
do nis Face, whilſt others will peak II of bim 
behind his Back. © Some do it by expres Werds, 
and many make Uſe of fly Inveridos, or crafty | 
Infinvations: But it is alt one, if in the Room 
of flanderous Words, they ſubſtitute Acts that 
have the ſame Sort of Meaning. Every Body 
underſtands the Nature of Weeping, Laughing, 
an arch Wink of the Eye, a Nod of the Head, a 
Shrugg of the Shoulders, &c. We have an Ex- 
ene. of a Philoſepher, who anſwered an Argu- 
ment by getting up and walking; and ef 
W Desen to expreſs Himſeif as . 
weh by bodily Geſtures, as Cicero eould de by 
3 l Bis Plow of Eloquence. So that Actions are 
. 2 Sort of Language as well as Words, and either 
ay cont the mee 2 Du 
Aude. | „ NE-203 


Asche Grace wean Silent Shapes 
ſo it proceeds from numerous Cauſes, though 
they all confpire mutually to the Deſtruction and 
Ruin of Reputations. As the primary and moſt 


predominant of theſe Cauſes, may properly be 
put down Selflove, which borders upon Miſan- 


2 yore carries the 8 Tongue. of ney 


mY all that, Human eier are Aimee 
9 diverſified i in their Mental Compoſition; 


1 
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(46 bleried before) yet tl 
in this cee without the leaſt Contrariety 


n Led ab whnle 


Species; and remains indelible, from the Dawn- 
ings of Reaſon, to the laſt Moments of Human 


; unanimouſly agree 
This is a Paſſion, that appears to 


Life. Childhood and Doatage, together with all 


the intermediate Periods of Exiſtence, are equal- 


ly influenced by it. The Palpitation of the 


Heart, upon which depends the whole Animal 


, is not more inceſſant than this {elfith = 


Affection in Man. His Inclinations to other Ob. 
jects take hut their Turns upon the Stage of his 


Imagination; and, at ſome Times, have their total 


Intermiſſions; or however, their Encreaſes and 
Decreaſes like the Moon; But this is always 


at the Full, and can admit of no Addition to, 
or Diminution from, its Magnitude. No Man 
loves himſelf more at one Time than another, - 


becauſe he always loves himſelf to the higheſt 


Degree. More than all Sorts of Good he can. 


nat wiſh to himſelf, and leſs he will not.” In 


the creative Syſtem, it was made natural for 


every Man to be thus fond of himſelf, as a Spur 
or Incentive to provide for his own Wellbeing 
and Happineſs. - All the Danger is, leſt this 


ſelfiſh Affection degenerate into a ſavage Ferocity, 


and ſo drive him headlong into thoſe piratical 
Practices of plundering and robbing from the 
| Property or e ror ns of all about him. Into 
this /awleſs Extreme it will certainly run, unleſs 


tempered with a proportionate Mixture of Sym- 


. and Benevolence, 1 as the Goſpel en- 
88 


"41 
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Th e ve" bbs Bee , Were. 


| of this one Paſſion it is; dt moſt e er Ani, 


evil Surmiſings, take their Beginning; and which 


moſities, Reproaches, ill Reports, and 


dies ſo much Miſchief 'md-Difquict amdug pr., 


vate Perſons, Families, eben ede, 1 


3 the weed Wr ot oetl THY 
e HEY 


Paid ks; or Haughtineſs of © Mind, brings 
forth the ſame bitter and accurſed Fruit. It ren- 
ders a Man -peeviſh and captious in Converſa - 


tion, jealous of being diſregarded, quickly pro- Sf 


voked; and implacable when he is fo. | It is an 
Humour of ſo buſtling and turbulent a Nature, 


_— always in the Mood for mounting up 


higher, and will loſe no Advantage to raiſe itſelf 
withal. The beſt Friends, the deareſt Relations, 
the greateſt Characters, when in Competition, 
muſt fall down before it, and lie proſtrate for its- 
Footſtool: And Slander is the Inftrument in 


Readineſs to level the Repute of all around, and 


the higher the Object, the more Triumph in the 


Downfal. In a Word, the Man, actuated by 


. 
by . 
* 
3 


this Principle, is quick as an Argus to find 
Faults, inſulting and domineering when he hath 
found them; and where none can be found, in- 
duſtrious to create them. A wretched Employ- 
ment of his Time indeed! O Shame to the Man, 
and Scandal to the Chriſtian! An Employment 


fit only for the arch Apoſtate and his infernal 


Hoſt of Fiends——that wed de. man of the 
Brethren!“ | 


— 


MALICE 
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MAI e eee , 
db a Ba bee bre. 
and ſhoots: out thoſe poiſoned . Arrows 5 bit-⸗ 
ter Words, It is a M birlivind, ſays a cer 
Author, that has ſhaken mahy CDs) 
Well a8 private Perſons. It a Forrent rather, 
ſo i and irreſiſtible, that it carries down 
all before it with a Vengeance. The Tongues of 
Peqple; influenced: by this: malignant Spirit, are 
« ſet on Fire of Hell,” and ethey are far from 
ſpeaking “ whatſoever Things are true, what- 
ſocver Things ave} paſt; whdtfoever | Things are 
honeſt, whatſoever: Things are pure,“ en 
whatſoever Fhings are ſpiteful aid! venomous. 
_ The: moſt inhncent Characters they compaſs 
about with Words of Hatred; and e 
them without a Cauſe.” Like drunken Men mn 
the Dark, they lay about madly and at Random, 
en neee, e 
Y Hs 71 £973 e i £323" ' 
— is an odious ſnarling Vice, or an indr- 
1 Love of the World, called Covetouſmeſs, 
that is a mighty Incentive to Slander, and puts 
many an ili Fongue in Motion. It is 2 Vice as 
inſat iablo as the Grave; which devoureth all the 
Living: and can break all the Ties of Religion. 
Juſtice, Humanity; Decency, as a Rope. of Sand, 
or the Spiders Web. Nat can reſtrain its 


Fury; neither Kindred, nor goed Qualities nor 
Prayers, nor Tears. A violent Thirſt for Gold 


has put Men npon hatching: Treaſuns, Conſpiras _ 
cies,” Maſlacres, againſt innocent People; and no 
Wan chat it becomes the Source of the moſt 

91 „„ notarious 
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notorious Falſhoods and Calumnies againſt thoſe | 


who ſtand in the Way of their Iatereft.- At all 
Events, Naboth's Vineyard muſt be had. by | 
_ greedy Ahab: And, to make Way for Poſſeflion, 

falſe Evidences:: fuborned, and poot harmleſs 


Naboth accuſed with ee eee 


e Mea pies; | 
"I K4LS 7 — 


— —Quic non wen. bac , 
f Ari i facr yung 


3! ke PROP here ks W 
19 the Fomenters of a detracting Tongue 
Envy, that ſold the Fayourite- Joſeph into Egypt, 
and prepared a Gallows for the faithful: Mordecui. 
Of an infernal Extraction it is, and ſo full of 
RNancour and Jealouſy, at the Heart of him-who 
harbours it, that it muſt have Vent, and will 
break through the ſtrongeſt Obligations for Eaſe; 
What ſacred Rights and Liberties, how many 
Lives, Nations, and States, have been Were, 
ſacriſiced to this male volent Demon! It is a 
tyrannical, ill natured Paſſion, and delights in 
Raillery, and Detraction. The Misfortunes,'the 
| Miſerics, the Downfals, of the moſt eminent Per. 
ſonages, are its Diverſion: And the Perſons of 
this Satanical Caſt, point the moſt heavy Artillery 
of the Tongue agairiſt all thoſe that are above 
them in Fortune, Parentage, Learning, Parts, or 
any other ſplendid [Accompliſhment : And the 

higher the Object of their Mark, the keener 
their Spite, and the Bent of Reſolution to pull ĩt 

Wee 4a — Inſtance of this we 1 5 


| — SLANDER, 5 131 On 
aa ies Socrates... For his ſtrict in 


tegrity, aud extenſive Knowledge, he had long 


engaged the Eſteem! and Admiration of all his 


Countrymen. Thus far Envy made no public Cry 
againſt him: But he had the Misfortune to be 
pronounced tht wiſeſt Man of Greece, by the Hea- 


then Oracle. This drew upon him the Clamours 


and Calumnies of numerous Enemies; till, at Taft, 
one of their 'buffooning Comedians, fly in the 


Art of pulling down Characters, drolled him 5 
quite out of Reputation: And chen, he betame 
both deſpicable upon the Stage and guilty before 


his N And ſo, in the Concluſion, the whole 


o "tt 
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lands, alterius rebus macrelelt topimis. + 


Senate * Kos FIN of Condetimnas ; 


tion. 


Sun! is, mid. fuck has been the Temper er the 
Times, and ſuch the Fate of Perſons in a State 
of extraordinary Elevation. Their Luſtre breaks 
out at- firſt like the- riſing Sun, which dazzles 
Men's Eyes with an Exceſs of Maj ety. They 
are the Objects of univerſal Applauſe and Ad- 
miration, flattered and careſſed on all Sides, with 


the moſt fulſome Addreſſes that Wit can' invent: 


But, as every Thing has but a Time, mind what 
follows: Envy inſiſts upon a Scrutiny of their 


Qualities. | One Virtue is denied, another du. 


bitated, and a third extenuated in Value. 80 
Comets throw out a Luſtre for a while, and EN» 
gage the Attention of gazing Mortals ; but, 
having: run their r Courſe, vanlth: out 
R 2 „ of 
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"Strom. Panty ae has fo many and * 
f powerful Engines to ſet it on Work, no Won- 
der to ſee it ſo abounding: And though there 
was but one famous Etnean . — of—all-, 
hating- proud malicious covetous-envious 

MNMonſters; yet, the modern Tribe this Si- 
culean Stamp are become far more numerous 
than that amiable Brotherhood of Free- Maſons. 
People of both Sexes, and all Claſſes, are ever 


5 buſted i in forging the Thunderbolts of Scandal, 


to throw down 25 moſt celebrated N 
and bury them (as Jove did the old Gi 
Race) under Mountain Mes of Reproaches. 5 


Bxs1Dxs theſe manifold Occaſions of Contumely, 
we are apprized with a Warning from Divine 
Authority, that there is an evil Spirit, who” 
« worketh ſecretly in the Children of Diſobedi- 
ence. This we are forced to acknowledge up- 
on the Teſtimony of our own fad Experience, as 
we ſee ſome Sins committed, ſo monſtrous and 
| ſhocking, as Human Nature could never be 
' prone to without his Inſtigation. To rouſe- 
Mankind to be upon their Guard againſt his 
Inſinuations, he is fairly repreſented as the 
Enemy that ſowes Tares, or the Seeds of Evil in 
the Human Mind: And, as his Buſineſs is thus 
miſchievous, we may be aſſured, that he will not 
vary from his true Character, nor fall ſhort in 
the Execution of his Office: And, though he 


1 eannR n- 1 — 55 - 55 


41 not appear in Perſon, there are not Want⸗ 
Y on Fart, ae b. ln 


ok Colds: ea by theſe Motives, is 0 2 
predominant, it is ſeaſonahle and neceſſary. to 
proceed to produce the arguments that may be 
2 offered Aoi it. F eee 5 


eee chat e is 3 8 
and horrid Abuſe of Speech. Language is the 
noble Prerogative of Man above all other Crea- 
tures, and given him for the great and excellent” 
Exigencies of Human Life. It is by this Means 
that we manage à ſocial Intercourſe with ur 
Fellow-Creatures, carry on Converſation, Comte 

merce, Buſineſs, inſtruct, and are inſtructed, xc. 
for the reciprocal Aid and Well- being of mak 
8 other.. For which Reaſon, the Royal Has 
calls our Tongue aur Glory, and the beſt Mem- 
ber that we have. But Men turn their Glory 
into their Shame, and the beſt Member into the 
worſt, when they employ it to the Miſchief and 
- Injury of others, and miſuſe it for Spears, and 
4 Ann amn * 


Ir may Wien op we mand of cheſe ve= 
 nomous Stingers of Reputation to conſider, that 
their mean Reports are commonly deſpicable to 
the wiſer Part of Mankind: Dia. net, upon 
hearing one of this Caſt, . againſt 
| Tias, 


; 
. 
1 
: 
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Plato, thavply-niade anſwer, and ſaid- Sir, your. 
Words are thrown away: Tou will no more be 
believed, when you ſpeak againſt Plato, than 1 
ſhould, if 1 ſpoke Good. of you, And Pelopidas- 
made the likeRetort to certain Perſons who were 
accuſing ſome brave Soldiers, who were expoſing 
Pelopidas. It may be, faid he, but you will give 
me Leave to act according to the beſt Rvidence I 
have. As to their Actions, I have been Eye- 
, witneſs of them: And, as to their Words, I have 
only heard what you are pleaſed to tell me. he 
| NES Hint to all ſuch Peſts of Human So- 
ciety | Wiſe'Men may hear their Tales without 
the ſame Sort of Reprimand, but at the . 
eee R 


or; tor the better Mencing' « a PTY 
Tongue, let the Cruelty and Barbarity of it be 
ſeriouſly. laid to Heart. This muſt work _ | 
the Temper of every one, in whom the Sen/e of 
Juſtice, and the Feelings of Humanity is not ex- 
tint. There is a certain Love of Reputation 
implanted in Human Nature, above that of 
Riches, or any other worldly Blefling. So that 
to deſtroy a Man's good Name, ſeems wounding 
him in the moſt feeling Part, and is equally bar. 


barous as robbing him on the Highway. Upon 


which Account, the Scriptures compare Tale. 
bearers to the Sting of a Serpent that is ve- 
nomous and painful, if not mortal to a Razor 
that cuts ſmooth but deep their Throat to an 
open e that devours the N and— 
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| th Wordotothe Pio ws: ro , 
e. eee. a die 
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- Good . Man i Wand ns 7 


Div, is the immediate jewel of the Soul. 
he Man that ſteals my Purſe; fteals'/Trafſh: ?Tis 
4 tis nothing; was mine, tis his, 
and has been Slave to Thouſands, But he that 

filches from me my good Name, robs me of that 
Which not enriches him, but makes me poor in- 
fs; are Bot unlike thoſe ſavage ſaliun 
Bravos, who: attack People behind their-Backs, 
and ſtab their Bodies at unawares, whilſt the 
other fall foul upon the defenceleſs, and kill their 

Character: And, therefore, as a Madman that 
caſteth out Firebrands; and Arrows, and Death, i / 
is he that defameth his Neighbour.“ 80 aid a 
| _ Man, a King, een a Divine 
CCC 
"tht ic Frank Flyblowers'/ of: Reputitivh, likewiſe, 
would do well to conſider who it is femur 

they ſpeak, and open their Mouth to reproach. 
He is formed by the Divine Hand, and bears the 

facred Image of his Maker. Let him be the moſt 
wretched Object that mortal Eyes can behold, 
ignorant, poor, deformed: yet, upon Account 
of his Original do not revile him, do not curſe 
him, do not hate him, do not harm him. But 
moreover, he is a Child of God, and an Heir of 
an eternal Inheritance, love him, reverence him, 
pop 1 him, — him. nen £13 74 81 
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gore, or Murderert of Repute, 
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Ar che ſatne Time, they would do welt to re- 
themſelves axe that tale up- 


on them the Office of Accuſers, Judges, Execu, 
tioners, all at once; and that tbog in Spite of 


5 | Reaſon; Juſtice, Truth. Whoever thou art that 


zudgeſt, thou condemneſt thyſelf/” (Suicigical = 

Sentence indeed) Thou att a Chriſtian, forget it 
not, and, as ſuch, thy Words ſhould be Chriſtian- 
like, conſiſtent and all of a Piece with thy Profeiſ- 
Gon.. In chat ſacred Volume; fixed upon for the 
Regulation of a Cliriſtian Behaviour, not a ſingle 
Word of Slander, Irony, Buffoonry, Drollry! 
All there is Benevolence, Meekneſs, Courteſy; 
and void of Acrimony, mill, and Severity. 
It was univerſal Love that the Prince of Peace 
came to promote upon Earth; and what he 
preached up in his Doctrine, and enforced by 
his ſpotleſs Example. Not one ill Word ever 
dropped fram the Divine Lips of him who . 
was without Sin, neither was Guile found in his 
Mouth.” With a generous Boldneſs he told 
wicked Wretches of their Guilt and Danger, but 
he flandered none behind their Backs. Such 
Was his Doctrine, and Genius, and Manner of 
Life, and ſuch me. * W eee * 
_ nn 717 


eee it ROE: — cha Se” 
whienever/Gov fpoke from Heaven, 1t was what 

was worthy of Gov to ſpeak :: And, in the par. 
ticular Addreſſes of Angels, the Language was 
the Lan Angels. The Divine Founder 


| of — was uſhered into the World with. 
« 4 
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4 Multitude of the -heavenly Bod, praiſing. 
5 Gop, and ſayi zlory. to God in the higheſt, 
and on- Earth peer, Sony, wil porrartl Men!“ 
0 welcome bs Earth, and. how be- 
coming the Mou of the wy Wal Meſſengers! 
And in the Conference between, Abraham and 
the rich Man, we fin that the glorified Patri · 
arch uſed hot a Word of Reproach to the con- 
demned Wreteh; but, on the cohtrary;. gare 
him the mild Appell, of—Son. So further; in 
the Diſpute | between e Archangel and the: inter. . 
nal Spirit, the right Meſſenger of Heaven du; 
not bring a railing Aceuſation againſt the accufſed 
Spirit. ly er pines his high Cha- 
racter, and, therefore, he only ſaæys ru Lord 
rebuke thee. He referred the Matter to the 
univerſal Judge, to whom alone belongs the 5 
Sentence d Condemnation and Approbation. ip 


3 een Ka 

| lings « of ſome Senatorial Aflemblies, Gonvivial Meet- 
ings, Party Clubs, &c. &c. &c.—all Confuſion, as 
that noted © Modern Midnight Converlation l. 3 
Full of ſlanderous Contradiction, as © the Battle 
of the Books mb; ames's Library!” That 
Angelic Ton not vilify the Arch⸗ 
Apoſtate, the Ten of ſo many Millions of 
Fiends : Whereas the Human Tongue dare ven- 
ture to break looſe i into the moſt indecent Scurrili- 
ties, even ſome Characters, whoſe . ; 
vate and public Virtues are not only unim 
able, but eminent and meritorious. Wor Goo! 
what a Contraſt! | „ 
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Bor, for the moſt effeftual Check to this hor. 
| rid Crime, let it be remembered, in the laſt 


place, that a Time will come when Mankind are . 


to give an Account of their Words, as well as 
| their Actions. As the Sight of Racks and Gib- 
bets ſtrikes a Damp upon riſing Paſſions, ſo the 


Thoughts of appearing before the eme tre- 
mendous Judge, would tie up ill Tongues, and 


bind them in adamantine Chains for ever. 
« Slanderers have their Day only here, like ſome F 

ſhort lived Vermin, that die of ſhooting their 
Sting. Falſhood is Folly, fays an admired Gre- 
cian, and always proves ſo in the end, as ill- 
tongued People hurt themſelves the worſt.” As 
to the next World, it is Charity to fay—Gop be 
merciful to their Souls ! They are the Devil's 

Agents upon Earth, who has certainly a Right. 5 
R | 


*In the black Liſt of Crimes, we find this ſet 
206% frequently, and condemned. It is there 


ranked with the worſt Actions, and moſt ir. 


regular Paſſions of Men. Out of the Heart pro- 
ceed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, fa!ſe 
Witneſſes, evil Speakings : And Backbiters are 
thrown into Company with thoſe Criminals, of 
whom it is ſaid they ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of Gop.” Ill Words, then, do not 
vaniſh with the ſoft Breath that utters them, 
but are kept in the Records of Heaven, to be 
laid open at the great Day of Diſcoveries, ſcan- 
ned, examined, and puniſhed : For he who is 
Truth itſelf, has told us for a Caveat that by 
our Words we ſhall be juſtified, and by our 
Words we ſhall be condemned, © 
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Revelation, for the right Direction of every 


Movement of the Tongue. Since this is the 
Caſe, it might be expected, that there 
ſhould be nothing but the exadef Truth and 
Sincerity in the Communication of Ideas to- 
Wards each other. But plain Matter of Fact 

c 5 8 2 | 


— 5 nothing can be wanting. in the Chriftian. 
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a evinces the contrary : And it is no eafy Matter 


to determine preciſely, whether the Crime of 
Flattery be more common in the Practice or 
miſchievous in the Event. Agreat many Things 
may be ſaid in condemnation of it; but it is a 
Uard and diſcouragiug Emerpriab ta ſtand wp 
againſt ſo faſhionable a Vice. It is a criminal 
Thing, however, to. {it down in and 
flatter the Flatinrer. In this Dilemma, there is no 


Way left, but to candemn the ong Crime, or 


commit the other. To ſooth and flatter Flattery, 


in ſuffering it to paſs without Check or Con- 


troul, is to band, and j oo the Ln againſt ſacred 
and eternal Taith, © | 


Tnouon, eee the Liberty LR the | 


following RefleQions upon 
ſeem unfuſtionable to the polite World; yet, in 


Regard to Day, it becomes both j juſtifiable and 
neceſſary to—5 ſhoot Folly as it Bye Honeſty 


and Innocency ſhould never give Way, and 5 
ſneak off inta a Corner, for Fear of the Fours of 


an whe. udgin g cenforious World. 


6c  Juſtum et tenacem propoſiti vin | 


Non civium ardar — 
ent Woatit See, 


The Cuſtamazigeſs of an Hl. Thing -n 


e * corny Worlds. 
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| Nor- 


upon chis Subject, may 


 warſe, and the fitter Qbjact to be decried: "Fo, 
in ſome. Caſes, the Way ob; ad: Wade ia 


: 


TT 4 * 
- NorwrrneranvDinc the Cenſure of apoliiz.” + 
adit Weapon as innocuous as old Priam's Th. 
_ Haveli) that Modiſh Art of *Mthilation, Hattory, 
Diiſfimulation, Hypocriſy, or whatever it may be 
called, muſt here be brought out to View; and 
that in the uglieſt and moſt harvid Shapes. 
Truth and Juſtice are Things tos precious to be 1 
proſtituted out of Compliment to public Whim. «4 
8 bag been profeſſed by the greateſtt 
Men of all Ages and Natiens upon impertant 
Occaſions, and they ſcorned to fwim down the 
Stream of Popularity, and be Fools for Company: 
And every one ſhould ever remember, that he is 
a ſolemn Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, howſoever this 
Chriſtianity may be counteracted in Chriſten- 
dom, by a counterfeit Behaviour; and that within 
che Cirdle of every Obſervation.” That requires' _ 
an bonge Plainneſs, and ingenuoits "Openneſs of 3 
Converſation r and it may ble 
oblerved accordingly, that its firſt Profeſſors (to 
the ſhame of Modern ones) were remarkable f 
a wonderful Simplicity and Plaiy „ upon all 
their Occafians; and whenever they opened their 8 
Mauth. But, as the World goes now, all Ends i 
in/frothy Complements, cunning Devices, and ari. 
ful Falſe Appearances are put on in 
ade Place of Realities, and lite  Artifices of | 
current as falſe Coins, even among thoſe 
o profeſs Dearneſs and Kindneſs to each other. 
4 is become faſttionable in the polite World for- 
booth! for People not to ſpeak as they think, nor 
n but to be every Way in- 
TN with themſelves, and contrary to what 


'\ 
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dera do des And, if we would underſtand 
them rightly, we muſt e eee 
F TH Mio Ge C af 


1 1 n Matter W wü Pon eee and 


. Complaint together, that the People, of this Na- 


tion in particular, are thoſe ſilly Sort of mimicigg 


Animals, as to be led away by the Manners and 
Behaviour of a vain frothy People, who ſhould 


rather be deſpiſed. for their . ful/ome Hypocryſy. 
What een Frofeſſions of Endearment and Re- 


ſpect will paſs between Perſons of the polite Caſt, 


almoſt upon no Occaſion! How great Honour and 


Eſteem will they pretend for one whom they 
never ſaw or heard of before! How entirely on 


| . A Sudden are they ſtruck with his Qualities, and 
daevoted to his Service for no Reaſon in the 
World! How infinitely obliged to him for no 


Favour, and how extremely concerned for his 
| Happineſs! As the Mode of Speech goes, a great 
Man's Vice, will be called Virtnes, his Deformities 
commended as Beauties, and abſurd Ob/ervations 


admired as the Height of Ingenuity : And if old 
plainmouthed Diogenes was alive and among us, 
how would he ſnarl at this Sort of hollow Con- 
verſation! ?*Tis Pity indeed, that human Crea- 


tures ſhould ſo far pervert the Uſe of Speech, as 
to make Words ſignify nothing] But pervert- 
ed ĩt is to that Degree, as almoſt to make a Man 
ſick and weary of Company, and tempt him to 


break out into that penſive Complaint of the 
noted Cenſor (it is a lively Picture) of the Jewiſh 


 Nation—#.O; that I had in the Wilderneſs a 


* 


© =. 
: 


N 0 | 


_ acainar ATT zar. " 


Lodging Place for Wayfaring Men, that 1 might” - 
leave my People and go far from them: For 
they are all. an Aſſembly of treacherous Men; 
and they bend their Tongues as their Bows „ | 
| Lies, but have no Courage for the Truth upon - 
Earth. Take ye good Heed every one to his 
Neighbour, and truſt ye not in any Brother: i 
For every Brother will utter Falſhood, and every 
N eighbour will deal deceitfully. Thine Haul. 
tation (O Man) is in the Midſt bf Deceit. One 
ſpeaketl peaceably to his Neighbour, but in his 
heart he Heth in Wait.“ Is not Chriſtendom 
degenerated into the ſame Sort of ſubtle un det 
iran Behaviour? HR | 5 


1 


— x * 
1 3 * , "5 $. 
= 


. 4. 


'Goop Gov! ae: A critical 7 Oblberer: what + "oi 
Croud of N did 1 once behold at a great” |. 
Man's Table! Their Eyes were continually fixed 
upon the Maſter of the Feaſt, watching each 
Look, each Glance, and Change of his Counte- 
nance. Their Ears were changed, like Gally. 
Slaves to his all- commanding Dictates; 0h 
in the moſt inſipid Diſcourſes with as mack Ap--. 
plauſe; as if they had been the Aphoriſms of a 
Solomon. Their Tongues we tuned to nothing 
elſe but Panegyrics and Acclamations about kim; 
and their Feet in winged Motion, upon every 
Nod or Signification of his Pleaſure. Their 
whole Bodies varied Poſtures, like a Proteus, RY 
and their Minds no lefs were entirely at his Dif. 
poſal, juſt as might ſuit his Humour or Inclina. — _ 
tion. All he faid, and what he did, was Law, 
Juſtice, Truth, "WR" and wine not? And 
„„ 
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Jet, all ſuch mean Fawning are in common 
Vogue, and are nothing at the Bottom, but ſo 
many little Shifts of Loungers and Paraſities, to 
N themſelves into the Fayour of the Great, | 


Empty Formality, and cringing Ceremony 


ſuit the Taſte of the Times, and thus the World 5 
goes round deceiving and being deceived. 


This is no News, but told only as a Specimen of 


: Deceit, or a Colouring to ſet off the Picture of. 
modern Di//emulation to Advantage. Some other 
Inſtances. may ſet the 1 Matter in a 1 Fes 


7h pl 


A Man of Rank and Dj 1 enters Ea 


complaiſant Company, and pays his Compliments. 


What a Clatter and a Buſtle do they make upon 
the Occaſion! All riſe up, or bow to ſalute him, 
and pay him the proper Compliment of Civility - 


and Eſteem. 80 far nothing i is amiſs, but regular 


and decent. But too often it happens, that all 
is mere Parade, and the Heart and Hand do not 
go together. Tis only a mere Mack -· Service at 
the long Run; and like Prometheus's Sacriſice, a 


mere Skeleton of Bones, and a devout Cheat. 
They fawn and ſpeak him fair to his Face; yet, 


when he has turned his Back, ſome fly Inuendo, 
or rougher Blaſt of Refle&ion,, is thrown out after 
him, to lefſen his Character. Even their Saluta- 
ions may be meant as an Inſult, in like Manner, 


as the taunting Jews bowed the Knee before 


their nominal 4 and at the ſame time mocked . - | 


enn 1 


Two 


7 


4 not the leaſt Truth or Sincerity is there in | 


Ty 


— — 


; AGAINST Slatrraky, 1 85 5 145. 
10 1 again-meet together accidentally, / 


who, like Pilate and Herdd are at Enmity between 7 
themſelves. All is calm and fmooth, at the In 
terview. Some vilible Signs of pale Diſguſt per- 


haps, may. fit upon their Faces, and betray the 


* 
V 


Fury lurking within: But they have learned the 


Art of Piſfimulation' fo well, that they can keep . 
it burning in their Boſom, like thoſe famed 


Lamps of the Antients, that perpetually burned 


| under Ground. More Profeſſions of Love and be | 
Friendſhip however, could never have paſſed be- 


_ tween Damon and Pithias, than between theſe 


Parties: But alas! all is mere Artifice and Diſguiſe, 


and. Truth is ſmothered and muſt not come- out, 


unleſs it may happen to tek by Veal 2 
i POS: VV e 
A young Prodigal, likewiſe, n 4 rich Fa. 13 
ther or Relation, whereby he becomes Heir to A 
large Eſtate. How ſolemnly does he go into 
Mourning for the dead! This is another Trick of 
Flattery current in the World. For ahl the mer- 
rieſt Heart of all often lies under a fable Mourn-' 
ing-ſuit. The jovial Creature carries all his Sor- 
row upon the outſide of his Body, and not one 


Grain of Grief lies upon his Stomach. He may 


counterfeit Tears, or put -· on a demure and ſor- 


rowful Look, or uſe a fad and whining Tone; 


but the Man i is as gd a Greek all the while. 85 


Tr ent be nech to ehniliicrnts any more 


particular inſtances of Falſhood and Diffimulation,  , 


that — themſelves —— the . of 


„ every 
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every one's Obſervation." It may ſuffice to FR Fa 
in general, that the Bulk of Mankind wear their 
Mali and Feil, and paſs - by others incognitg. We 85 
live, and carry-on Buſineſs among Riddles and - 
WMonders; and Men, as well as all Che Works of + 
Nature, are full of Myſteries. Inſcrutible are the 
Deen, and dark tie Thoughts of the Heart, as 
it hidden in the very Centre of the Earth; and 
the means of Inveſtigation who, ch find · out ? | 
Beſides theImpoſlibility of diſenveloping the d | 
fa 1 Intentions of others, the Art of Concea 
hes in every Man's Power. Flattery is Fi 5 
piece of Lip- labour, that almoſt every Body has 
at every Body's Service; and it is made a matter 
of Paſtime and Recreation to uſe it. It is a Leſ- 
ſon that is learned without a School-Maſter; and 
requires neither Parts, nor Coſt, nor Pains, (only 
à a deceitful Heart) to de Malters of it: And ſo it 
comes to paſs, that there are ſuch Numbers of 
thoſe treacherous A „ * who ſpeak friendly 


to their Neightours, but. MS * 


their Hearts.“ 
From 0 fades! 


Tr was obſerved in the Beginning upon this 
Subject, that it was hard to ſay, whether Flattery 
was a more common Fault or a more miſchievous 
one. The Cuſtomarineſs of it has been ſketched- 
out, and the Miſchief only remains to be con- 
ſidered; and that, both upon the deceiving and 
des Party: Upon which Account, it be- 
comes, in a double 1 eee 


Is ; 


x rega d of the Hy: ſerith mae. it may be 85 


18 cheir proper Prey, and they will let no Oppor- 
Hip, nor leave any Means untried, to come 
at it, But, though they may quack-off their 
Fawnings for ſore Time, yet few earn nip 8 
eaſy Fools, as not to ſmell-· out the Impoſtur | 
laſt: And fo the cunning Wretches 7 3 
down out of Favour, and e. . 79 
as they are all Men's Enemy: And this 2 ; 
taken for a Rule, that, as © Wealth got by Va- 

5 nit ſhall be diminiſhed, o Favour got A 
will come to Nothing. Something or other, will 
bring it about, did Providence never intermed- 
dle in the Affair. 80 that, at long Run, a „ 
and hne Freedom of Speech is the fafeſt Way 
to Recommendation, and will hold out, when all 
fraudulent Tricks will miſs their Aim. We have 
. 2 wiſe Man's Authority for it: © He that re- 
buketh a Man, afterwards thall find more Favour 
2 2 chat Hattereth VARIG Wn oh 


a Hee ſuavia fe 4 Fe. 
In bn vertunt 
eee mellitis putrent, fervantur ateto + 


Aud mordet ſonar, quod placet onne l,. 


10 the men ime, what a nnch and pain- 
ful Taſk has the Diferibler upon his Hands! A 
fair unſuſpe Rig Heart mir dh be desen 5 
an e but the Þnpofor mult be full 

* 2 * e 


Ain ien NY . 


great Men 1 and make a Hand 704 This WE 
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3 Anxiety and Terror, all the time he is « 
on his Fraud. The fineſt Tricks STEPS 
are attended with the I horns. of Entanglement | 
and Perplexity: And the Man, that deals in the 
ſmooth Art, is ever forced. to be upon his Guard, 
and watch himſelf narrowly, for Fear of contra- 
dicting his own Pretenſions. Perpetually muſt 
his Invention be upon the Rack, and put of its 
natural Poſture: Whereas Truth has no trouble 
| — it; no Mazes nor. Labyrinthe to ſeck· out to 


prevgge + covery. Happy the Man, ho 
iz 


. what he ought to be, he is in no Pain of 

appearing what he is not; and, having mo rea- 
cherous Deſigns: in his Heart to conceal, his 
Thoughts will be all calm and ſerene, without: 
painful conſtraint, and without embarraſſin 5 
8 So that, upon the whole; Honeſty is the 


belt alicy; as: every Mods of Diſfimulation is te- 
dious and troubleſome, while Openheartedneſs a 


and Ingenuity of Speech, gives no Manner of 
Diſturbance to the Mind. The ſafeſt and hap⸗ 5 
pieſt Way then is, to let every Word be 455 4 

ene of the Heart. | 


Bur, to a Plater, as the Cauſe of tem- 
poral Miſchief only to the Author of it, is to give 
too fair and flattering a Picture of the odious 
Crime. The future Danger of it might here be 


ſet forth, as it is contrary to the Genius and 


Spirit of Chriſtianity, and will finally be re- 
ſented by the God of Truth. But what would it 


r talkin e to the People af no 
5 . * 


ard, and appears barefaced.! By. ap. |, 


JV» SES 


FR ciples?. It would. be Words thrown-away, 
and. multiplyed. to. no Purpaſe,... If. they. en 
©* build their Neſt, on High, that. they may be * 
livered from the Power of: Evil” here, th hey, will 
freely run the Riſque. of, what-18 to come S 
after, and throw up all Claims beyond. the G . 
Inſtead, therefore, of drawing Perſpective View 


| for the Blind, tis a more uſeful. Employment wo 


Y Thins, to depict the, M: [:iſchief, (if 3 it Was olhble) ) 


a fietitions Ton gue derives upon Others, by | 


EE them 1 29 Fer i e Mty. ; 
we. are told upon th beſt Aut ority,,.. 
ſee? it verified, Y.. all . Perienge, 1 thats an © 


1 


poerite with hig Mouth 0 oyeth "his Neig igh- 5 


bour.“ 41 He not only rac res his; 
Mind, by a; e Diſgut ale, od 


likewiſe brings Ruin upon 1 755 Friends and 
muliars, . and all 55 come within Rf Eats 
his Converſation, 9 ** 1 8 vs 71 1125 hr nods. 


5 659 iin 1 «th of 11 Wen 75 
ideen MET. : ian Con Hite 


hed a De ot 1 5 to 1 „ how 4 5 


1 


comes to be Io! Wo the. as, 


_ eafily accounted for, and the Gordian Knot un- 4 


_ tied without cutting, For, among the, many 
impulſive Cauſes, that concur to the Ry 
nancy of Vice, and Defection from the Line of _ 
Truth and Virtue, it may be. ayerred,, that . 
preſent mode of. flattering great. Perſonages i is the 
principal one. In. dupport of this Aſſertion it 


a be e Ys s 85 227 Fe Bee . 
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enge 
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tion be made in the Principles and Morals of 41 
Nation the great Folks muſt take the Lead. 
When this is done, the inferior Claſſes of People 
will think it a reputable Piece of Emulation to 
follow their Betters: And, when the Caſe is other. 
Wie, the Conſequence will be ſo too“. A Man, in 
ö che bigher Rank of Life, muſt have an uncom- 
5 ſhare of Fortitude and Reſoluti6h, to with 
ſtand ( as ſome brave Examples do) that bewitch- 
* f refined Adelad on, that lie in Wait 
ip all Sides. He heholds almoſt every 
one paying his Court to him, without a ſingle 
Fried perhaps to admofiſh him of Follies and 


I 


vices. gelt love, in the mean Time, inclings him 


to think, chat att muſt be right in his Sentiments 
and Conduct. Erduds of cringing Flatterers ſtep 
mn to corroborate the vain Narciſcean Opinion, 
And buzzes in his Ears, that he muſt be ſome- 
thing ſuperlatively me meritorious. This Sort of 
Fraud it was, that contributed, to deify thoſe 
Ptinces aid Heroes of Antiquity, and ſeduced a 
Nero and Caligula, with other voluptuous Empe- 
rors, to commit thoſe odious Crimes, that de- 
_ graded them 1 N 0 and ſunk then . 
into the Condition of Brutes. iy 


I ſhort, it is ſtrange to'be told a tad 60 it 11 15 
that Truth, Reaſon, Virtue, are all born- down 
and ruined, by in/inuating. Courteſey, though. 
« lighter than Vanity itſelf.” The Man who is 
Maſter of Art: in the Science and Myſtery of ii. 
mulation, can wind and turn his Super iors to everx 
deſigned Purpoſe.” He approves their "0 N 
a 


| and applauds their Follies, though ever & wild 
and extravagant. He encourages their Crimes of 
the moſt, enormous Ma gnitude, by OT 
Appellations, and will not e them by a 
ſullen Silence of 1 or enden 


I FEY 


| Molefta Peritas, quodam ex ea naſcitur adium, bs 


of amicitiæ venenum: ſed obſequium multo moleſtius,quod 
peccatis een, Preeipitem. amicum Jus pc 


So much for the Miſchief of SOR DH «© What 
| ſhall be done unto thee, O thou falſe Tongue, 
even mighty and ſharp Arrows, with hot — 
Coals.“ Enough has been faid to ſet all Hearts 
againſt it, and make them © utterly deteſt it, and 


on ads abbor it, for it is an accurſed FM IEP „ 
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| 1 bby honeſt quad proprie vereque | wes id. 
in "-- papa et ſolit, neque unquam a virtute divelli 


* 


racter, unleſs he be trite and faithful in his Words 


as well as his Actions, as there is a ſtrict Juſtice. 


to be obſerved, both inthe former and latter Duty. 


in Converſation, becomes equally criminal with 
the Violation of the Rules of Equity in Com- 


their Conſciences recoil, at an Act of Injuſtice in 


their Dealings with others, will ſlide glibly into 
Lying. 


CicxRo, | | 


MONG the many juſt and fine Obſervations 

of a certain celebrated Writer, this is one, 
that“ an honeſt Man is the nobleſt Work of 
God.” But none can merit this amiable Cha- 


A wilful Deviation from the exact Line of Truth; : 


merce: And yet many, who would ſtartle and 


— 
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Saks: "And, if the Rate of Vices was avpidle gs -- 
an exact Calculation, or their, ſeveral Degrees 
aſcertained, this would be found to riſe as high, 
in every Chriſtian Community, as any other 
eee ede the r „„ 
Pun RJ! URY FREE bel brought up here, in the Front 
ok Al, as the moſt daring Gigantic Sin of this 
| Kind. Monſtrous i it is indeed, that ſo abomina- 
ble a Defe& from Truth ſhould be heard in any 
Chriſtian Court, and yet it is cuſtomary and no- 
torious in them all. Some impious Wretches there 
7 will aſſert a Thing upon Oath, though they know , 
it to be downright Falfity, Others will affidavit 
it to be true, not knowing at the ſame Time, i 
whether it be ſo or not. And ſome again will 


Hubear in Judicial 4 Affairs with mental Reſervations, 5 5 
in Hopes to evade the Guilt of Perjury. . For 


all that, à certain Rule it is, that every the 
{malleſt Departure from the plain Intent of an 
' Oath is a Degree of the horrid Crime, for all it 
may be expreſſed in the fineſt and moſt artificial 
Manner. A Flow of Eloquence may make it 


appear. plauſible, or a Veil of Sophiſtry may hi de 5 85 


it's Deformity, or dwindle it into a puny Pecca- | 
_ dillo, nevertheleſs, whatever may. be ſaid in it's 
Mitigation, it is a flagrant and horrid Abuſe of 
Speech, as being the higheſt Affront to Gov, and 
an intended Act of Inju iſtice to Man. In Reſpect 
.of Gov, it is a manifeſt Contempt of his Autho- 
rity, and an inſolent Deflance of his Vengeance: 
And, i in Reſpect of Men, it i is not only a Wrong 


Ka e to 9 of that Pros . but a Sort. 5 
Ft, PLS of 5 


. 
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of Treaſon againſt all Society, ſubverting at once 


© the Foundation of public Juſtice, and the Secu- 


rity of every Man's Life and Fortune. 


. 0 TEES Bes1Dzs this unjuſtifiable Proſtitution of Speech, 
ſo over-anG&-over condemned by the Divine Law, 
and the Verdict of Men, there are others too cur- 
rent in the World, not ſo ufually taken Notice 
of by the Writers upon the Government of the 
Tongue. In communicating the Sentiments of 
the Heart, either by Word or writing, a ſtrict 
Regard ought to be had to ſpeak - the Truth, the | 
whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth.” No 
Variation from this equitable Rule can be admiſſi- 
ble in any Caſe. Yet, in Spite of this requiſite 
Fair- dealing, —in common Converſation, what 
falſe Stories In Hiſtorians, what bear-/ay and 
groundleſs Repreſentations!—lIn Legendary Tra- 
ditions, what chimerical Fictions ! In the com- 
mendatory Character of a Friend, what artful. 
Difſguiſes of his Failings, and Stretches of his Vir 
tues, beyond the proper Bounds!—In the Diſpa- 
ragement of an Enemy, what wwilful Conceal- 
ments of his Perfections, and Aggravations of 
his Faults —In Commercial Buſineſs, what 18, 
. , nuating Impoſitions upon the Ignorant, the Cre- | 
| dulous and Unwary! In a Word,—in the com- 
mon Management of the greateſt Affairs, Civil 
and Religious, (heu Pietas! heu priſca Fides! — 
what Random - Sbots beſide the Mark, ſome over, 
ſome below, ſome wide upon the Right-Hand, 
ſome upon the Left! But ſo many, and ſo enor- 
mous are the Faſſities of this ſlippery Member, 
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x * neither the Eye of an Argus can trace them 
out, nor the Eloquence of a Mercury efleQually | | 
ſet them off. Upon which Account, well may 
the Moderns We with the Antients, i in that 
noted Aphoriſm,—< Truth lies ſo deep in a Well, 
that it is the As Ones to e from the - 
Bottom. ? 1 


As to the arbitrated we e Forms of 
Speaking, which carry no Intention ta deceive, 
they cannot properly come under the Denomina- 
tion of Lies. Figurative Expreſſions, Allegories, 
Fables, Parables, and the like, are no Way cri- 
minal or vicious, becauſe only deſigned to con- 
vey ſome important Truth more eaſily i into the 
Mind, and to make a ſtronger Impreſſion there. 
To aſſiſt the Imperfection of Human Conceptions, 
the inviſible Majeſty of the Supreme Being js de- f 
ſcrribed as having Hands, Eyes, and other Parts 
. of corporeal Subſtance, though. he be an infinite 
Spirit, without Form or Limits, In like Man- | 
ner, becauſe. the Sun appears to move round the 
Farth, it was faid to ſtand till upon a certain 
Occaſion, though in Reality it remains fixed and 
immoveable. Even the moſt exact Aſtronomers 
will ay—the Sun is riſing or ſetting; and yet no 
one (except ſome ignorant or captigus People) 
| will deem the Expreſſion to be unwarrantable, 
It is not uncommon to ayer, that a Horſe is 
ſtrong as an Elephant or ſwift as the Lightening, 
and no Man queſtions the Veracity. of the 
Speaker. Whoever charged old "Bop with 


rn for writing his Fables, « or our Saviour for 
U 2 in⸗ 


W w 
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inſtructiug by Parables? In theſe and ſuch Sher: 
Methods 61 Speaking, there can be no Guilt or 
Harm, becauſe there can be no Miſconſtruction, 
as. the meaneſt Capacity may apprehend the 
Meaning of the Words without an Interpreter. 
No one can deny the Liberty of ſpeaking thus, 
ſo intelligible and cuſtomary in all Sorts of 

Language. N . oy 8 52 


As a curb to reſtrain the Tongue from Moot. | 
ing out into this Kind of Falſity, it is here wo be 
conſidered, that there is ſomething in ip : 
Truth, that is great, noble, and honourable. in. Fry 
the univerſal Sentiments and Verdict of the 
World, there is a ſecret irreſiſtible Charm in a 
genuine undiſguiſcd Tongue, that attracts the 
Notice and wins the Approbation of all chat hear 
it. Without the leaſt Rhetorica! Flouriſh or 
Glare of Daubery, it recommends itſelf to their 
hearty Goodliking and Eſteem. On the con- 
trary, there is ſomething in Falſhood, that is mean, 
baſe, and unworthy of a Man. And accordingly, 
the wiſer Sort of Heakeas thernſelves ever look- 
ed upon Lying as a Mee of Slaves and Vaſſals, 
below the Dignity of Freemen, as well as that of 
honeſt Men. And, as it unmans the Author, ſo 
it renders him odious to the reſt of his Species, 
who jointly combine in Sentiment, to drive him 
like a blown Deer, out of every Human Society. 
Truth, indeed, is moſt amiable, when it appears 
in its native Beauty, and without Maſqueradez 
but Falſity is deformed and abhorred when ſtrip- 

_ ped naked of all i its Ornaments. The Conſciouſ- 
- neſs 


Ans ᷣt Lm. „ 157 


neſs tf He kad our fiſt Parents hide them- 
| e they we Ts. : 1 


BkstEs that Fs ie ce is als deteſdldle l. in 
Common Senſe of Mankind, it is further to 
be remembered, that the niceſt Art cannot hide 
it from Diſcernment, or make it paſs long undiſ- 
covered. "Time, like MhurieP; Spear, will bring 
it to Light, and then all is over with the Credit 
of the Impoſtor. Little Tricks and Devices may 
be dexterouſiy managed, and go current ſo long 
as to ſerve àa Tn; but mere Craft and Cunning 
are thin and Wenk as the Spider's Web; eaſily 
ſeen through, And as cally broken. This, cer 
tainly, is the Fate of the deepeſt- laid Schemes, 
that have not Honeſty at the Bottom. We have 
the determinate Word of a Royal Sage of Anti- 
quity that“ A lying Tongue is but for à Mo- 
ment: And he was One, WhO for Depth of Pene- 
tration and Experimental Knowledge, ſurpaſſed 
all that ever went before him. 80 that, all 
Things confidered, whoſoever lets Truth and his 

Mouth go together cc 5; like a wiſe Man who 
built his Houſe upon a Rock ; and the Rains de- 
ſcended, and the Floods' Aue and 1 _ 

Footy Bm wy upon a Rock: "oh „And e one 
a dealeth in Untruths “ is like unto #-fooliſh 
Man that built his Houſe upon the Sand; and 
the Rains deſcended, and the Floods came, and 
the Winds blew, and it * and * was the 
Fall ere,” SS 


* 


Bur 


85 1 . 5 al deknd Un. 
Bur the moſt awful and ſtriking G 
tion againſt a Lie, is its direct Contrariety to the 
perfect Rectitude and invariable Veracity of the 
. - Supreme Being, whom Man is bound to imitate 
to the beſt of his Power. Faithfulneſs and 
Truth are the Perfections of the Divine Nature; 
but Lying and Falſhood are the Property of the 
Davii., and the predominant Qualities of Hell. 
It is the proper Character of that evil Spirit, that 
t he abode not in the Truth, and that there is no 
Truth in him; when he ſpeaketh a Lie, it is of 
his wn, for he is a Lier, and the Father of it.” 
Gon is ſet forth, in the Sacred Volume of the 25 
Bible, to be a Gop of Truth, and that in ſuch Wo 
capital Characters, that he may read who runs; 
and likewiſe ſo copiouſly, that he can ſcarte open 
the univerſal Magazine of Knowledge, without 
meeting ſome glaring Evidences of it. Particu- 
lars would be endleſs and needleſs upon this 1 


ion * Falle 1 keheate, faulter, 
tremble, before the tremendous Majeſty of 
Heaven! And let all the true Tongues upon 
Earth be let looſe upon thee, to hiſs thee off the 
Stage of this World, and to condemn thee to the 
infernal Abyſs, where Falfities and Furiet n 
e in ene Torment. J 5 
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TT is 2 common Fault in the moſt exations/agd 4 


accurate Writers, that, when they come to 
branch out general Heads ink particular Divi- 
ſions, they do not lay down a full Enumeration 


of the Parts, as the Logicians call it. To be de- 


fective, in this Point 2 Accuracy, muſt ii 
be the Fate of any Author, who ſets himſelf up- 


on attempting to trace out all the wild Exetirfions 
of the Tougue. But, though it be impoſſible to 


give an exact Map of this World of Iniquity, 


as an inſpired Author calls it, yet there are ſome 
Enormitier of it ſo predominant, that an Obſerver 
cannot without great Stupidity, vat take oo 
of them, and abhor them. 8 
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Ir is 2 Poſition that holds univerſally true, - 
that © out of the Abundance of the Heart the 
Mouth ſpeaketh.” This is the Original Foun- 
; tain, that ſends out thoſe larger Streams and leſ- 
fer Currents, which overflow all around, and dif- 
Fuſe: themſelves almoſt ad inſinitum: And, when 
the Heart is tainted with Corruption, no better 
can be expected, than a nauſeous Stench, and 
noiſome Exhalations, from the beſt Member that 
Man has. If the Headſpring be polluted, the 
Streglipe which flow from it will be polluted too. 


Nxx r to the odious Crime of Lying, may pro- 
perly be annexed that of Boaſting, {o flagrant and 
obſervable in every Society. Many, whoſe 
Stomachs would riſe at the former, fall inſenſibly 
into the latter. That ruling Principle of Selflove 
. innate and irradicable, inclines every Individual 
of the whole Species of Mankind to think they 
| have. ſomething in Poſſeſſion, which is ample 
Matter of, glorying. The Grave and Serious, 
the Frolic and Joyial, the Learned and Ignorant, 
the Rich and Poor, Perſons of all Ages, and both 
Sexes, either have, or think they have, ſome Excel- 
lency peculiar to themſelves, and their Vanity will 
prompt them to let the World know it: And 
it would not be wrong to aver, that there is not 
one ſingle Perſon (there was once only an Ex- 
ample. to the contrary) much leſs any Sect or 
Party, that is exempt from this o/tentatious Hu- | 
mour. It is not confined within the Limits of 
Heatheniſm, Fudaifm, or Mahometi i/m, but extends 


throughout an Nendom, thou gh ſo forcibly inter- 
. 9 dicted 
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died by Divine Precept and Commination. 


Various are the Kinds of theſe Offenders, and 


different are the * which "EP! take 8 w 


Ae their Folly. 
"Wk Qualifications of Fi Mind 3 are. « tht moſt 


common Matter for this vain Employment of the 
Tongue: And however Men may be divided in 
Opinions, there is nothing wherein they ſo una- 
nimouſly agree, as thinking well of their own 
Mental Accompliſhments : And, no doubt, that 
arrogant and peeviſh Mathematician, who charged 
the grand Architect with Want of Skill in the 
Mechaniſm of the World, thought he had play- 
ed the Artiſt well enough in himſelf, and con- 
demned the Geometry of his Maker. The 
Deſire of Knowledge i is not more natural to Man 
than a weening Conceit, that he has a great Share 


of it.” And though a particular Sect of antient 
Chriſtians were characterized with the Name of 


Gnoftics, yet all Mankind are ſo in Imagination: 
For, (as the ingenious Cartęſius obſerves) © no- 
thing is more equally diſtributed among Men 


than the Intellectual Talent. Every one fancies 


tion of Heaven, as to be well enough content, 


and never to complain of the dull Planet that in- 
fluenced his Nativity.“ So far is he from this 


murmuring Strain, that, in all his Converſations, 
he is perpetually trumpeting forth Commenda- 
tions of his Abilities, and; e to more 
Knowledge than he has. e 


os, ca ig 
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x every Art and Science, and among all Con. 
ditions of Men, there are Swarms of Pedants of 


this noi Caſt, and no Languag 


e can reach their 


Extravagancies. They laviſh all their Rhetoric | 


upon their own Ingenuity ; as if the Breath of 
Life, wherewith God originally inſpired them, 
was intended, not to magnify his Bounty, but 
their ſuperlative Merit. What lofty Flights of 
Arrogance, what majeſtic Airs of Self. importance 
paſs current in all Companies! Whatever Office 
a Man bears in Life, Duty calls upon him to diſ- 
charge it with Reputation. 80 far Commenda- 
tion is his Due, and he may claim it from the 
World, like Auguſtus at his Diſmiſſion: But it 
is ridiculous to play the Orator himſelf. Though 
he were as eloquent as a Cicero or Deme/thener, he 
will only be labouring to ſpoil a good Cauſe; 
and whilſt he hopes for Applauſe, will find, like 
Ixion, that he has been embracing a Cloud inſtead 
of a Goddeſs, Whoever wins Merit muſt wear 
it : For, whatever Complaints may be made to 
the contrary, the World is never behindhand in 
Returns to thoſe who deſerve them: But, then, 
thoſe get the moſt who make the leaſt Stir about 
them. Your deepeſt Rivers move with a filent 
Majeſty while they draw down a heavy Flow, 
whereas the ſhallow Brooks make a Noiſe and 
Tumult among n for 2 {mall Oy Cur- 
rent. 


Ir may ſurprize any indie fled Bo find 
Extravagances of this Kind among the Writings | 


of the moſt eminent Geniuſes of Antiquity. 
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| — Di aid-ee 8; 
the Proneneſs of Mankind to it. It might ſeem 
nugatory, and not anſwer the preſent Purpoſe, | 
to take Notice of that low Tribe of Scriblers, 
v ho are ſo full of themſelves, and heap moun- 
tainous Aggregates of Praiſes upon their Per- 
formances, grating every Body's Ears with loud = 
Acclamations e e ee ns”; 
e | $ 


Such Precedents of ings as abet 3 
made the Objects of Ridicule as they dttup, 
and pelted with the Fouts of their cotemporary. - 
Scriblers. Inſtances of a more Gigantic Sins 
preſent themſelves for Examination; in Contraſt 
with which the other will appear mere Liliputians, 
and their Bambaſt no more than Peccadillos: And 
an humorous Vein may be indulged upon the 
W in Order to ſet N in a e Light. 


8 old Ae thaw by. Right of Prece- | 


dency, and in Order of Time—celebrated for 


making Men like Gops, It would be wrong, 
indeed, to accuſe him of belching-out any Pana- 
gyrics about himſelf, He was too buſy in a Clatter 
concerning his Heroes ; as if he had been hired 
Newſmonger to tellthe World what was done and 


ſiaid upon the famous Theatre of the Trojan War. 


He had two numerous Armies to manage; — to 
marſhal, to march, to fight, and afterwards to 
N. es ka i Feats in 

| X 2 the 


14 4. 


7 | \ \ 10 
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the Cabinet, and on the Field of Battle. HoõW 
be acquits himſelf in his Office, has been extolled 
to a Degree of Entbuſiaſn, and to the Abaſement 
of ſome renowned Writers, who have followed 
him, and been charged with Plagiary, (often only 
imaginary) or purloining his Thoughts, and 
putting them off for their own, However that 
may be, it / is only the Self-vaunting Accounts of 
his Champions, that are here to be conſidered as 
diſallowable. Theſe the Poet puts in their 
Mouths in a commendatory Style, which is the 
ſame Thing in Effect, as if he had ſpoken them 
himſelf, and is an inconteſtible Evidence, that he 
would have done it had he been in their Place. 
What a ſwaggering, ſtormy, bluſtering Fellow 
does he make of his famous Achilles | It may 
ſtun a Reader's Head with peruſing all the Natils 
made about himſelf. hat he was come of, and - 
how many great Things he had 4 0 even ri. | 
ny FRY Oe gage 50 men and ens 
Ne eſtio quid tecum hed cornicaris i ineptd 
Cu ſeloppo ge * 1 7 at a *. 
- WoLs: -Tieboys of Homer's ion, neva; 
might thus be called -· up, and accuſed of the ſame 
Sort of frothy Stuffage of the Ears. But one other 
Example may ſuffice for this Place, and it is of 
one, who ſeems to have had the prudenteſt and 
modeſteſt Tongue of them all, and that is the 
broad · ſnouldered Ulyſes——fly to the laſt Degree 
of Policy, complete Maſter of Mancuvre and 
n and the Mother of: Miſchief to his 
Fase, 5 


AGAINST BOASTING. 165 


Enemies, as Virgil calls him. Mark what he ſays 
of himſelf, and that too, when he was grown into 


Years, and ſhould have been clear of all juvenile 


Sallies of Vanity. No higher een of prongs.) 6: 
could certainly be deviled; than | 


19 — MY wier ako, . 25 ; 
Orp Nee, too might here be bees 
who was perpetually preaching- up his own Vir- | 
tues and Enterprizes. n TIES: for the 
venerable old ane LE 
mY RE comes. in Virgil wanmng u "ny pled i 0 
derive his Name from Virgo, for his Modeſty: 
But, there are falſe Stories of him, if he had a 
greater Share of that Feminine Quality than 
other People. When common Fame had aſcribed 
a noted Diſtich of Verſes to Bathyllus, which was 
done by Virgil, the aſpiring Bard was nettled to 
think of loſing the Honour of the Palm, and un- 
derwrit—hos ego Ve erficulss fect,  tulit alter honores. - 
He-could' not endure to drop one Inch of his 
Height. But the moſt egregious Inſtance of his 
Vanity appears in the Epitaph, which he writ for 
. himſelf, and left under his own Hand, when he 
had one Foot in the Grave, and ſhould have had 
other Things to think on than N 
& e ARR AF 


* antua me benz Calabri rapuere, tenet n. 
1 bes arcs 6h cecini 7 Vers, ee, Ss 
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The Man, it ſeems, thought himſelf. of vaſt im- | 
portance, and could not die with a ſafe Conſcience, 
till he had told the World, — where he had been 
born and lived, —where he was buried, —what 
Subjects he had writ upon, and tuned his Pipes for. 


Tux fulſome Reply, may likewiſe be taken No- 
tice of, that his Hero Ænea made to her Majeſty 
Queen Dido, when ſhe demanded to know—who 
he was, from whence he came, —and what Bu- 
fineſs he had in her Territories. He ſticks not to 
tell her roundly, that he was Somebochy um 
pius Ancas, fama ſuper athera notus. As he looked 
upon himſelf to deſcend from the Gops, he might 
well lay, that he was famed above the Skies. 


Tus Poet makes him thus ſpeak of himſelf, | 
which evidently ſhows, that he would have 
ſpoken in the ſame Sort of efrontery Language, 
had he been circumſtanced as the Hero was. 


" Homac K too is an Inſtance of the like Mas 
the learned, the judicious, the well-bred Horace, — 
the fine Poet, - the polite Courtier,- Mgcenas's 

Favourite-Friend, and prime-Miniſter too, for 
any Thing that appears to the Contrary, — 
to laſh the Follies and Vices of his co- tem 

Romans, could lay- down the fineſt Rules of Be- 
haviour, — teach the Art of Poetry with the moſt 
correct Exactneſs, and even durſt find Fault 
with Homer. He ſpeaks- out his Mind moſt 
frankly, and does not heſitate in his own Com- 


mendation. There are three Puffs of his Vanity, 
ſur- 
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furpaſſing all the reſt, and enow Jv hs een 
Purpoſe. The firſt is thus exprefſed—/ublini 
feriam Sidera vertice. Lofty Expectation indeed! 


The ſecond is—monſtrar! digito prætereuntium Ro- 
nanæ fidicen Hhræ. The vain Gentleman thought 


he could not ftrut the Streets, without being 
extolled for his Performances: And fo forward 
was he in the Eſtimate of himſelf, that, without 
being ſure of what the preſent Generation did, 
or Poſterity would ſay of him, he could not hold 
from boaſting of his half. done Deed. For thus 


he expreſſes himſelf — an 


Exegi monumentum are Avila, 
| 5 — fitu P yramidum altius : PEE 
' Ruod nec imber edax, aut aquilo impotens 
| Poffit diruere, nec innumerabili es 
5 Annorum ſeries, et Jaga temporun. | l 


i K be es dg that the Poet prophe- 
ſied true, in the Prognoſtication of his immortal 
Fame. His Work muſt ſtand the Teſt, and have 
(as it has had) the hearty Approbation of all 
Ages. All the Fault lies in the Article of Vain- 


glory, and in being his own | Trumpetor. f 


Ovid likewiſe ſtands OY of the ſame Engr: 
mity, as appears by a ſimilar Plan of expreſſing it, 
in Subſtance an Imitation of the other, and ſet. 
forth i in the following Diſtich. 


"i opus eregi, quod nec Jovis ira, nec ner, 
Nec * ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuſtas. + 


N 
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Ap indeed, conſidering, Circumſtances, it is 
no Wonder, that this Sort of Folly ſhould ſome- 


times flame-out, . both in the Diſcourſes and 


Writings of the braveſt Men in the Pagan-World. 
' Humility, Meekneſs, and an abſolute Contempt 
of the World, were left out of the Syſtem of 
Moral Duties, and rather looked upon as ſordid 
Qualities in the human Compoſitio — 25 Pride, 
Hawugbtineſs of Mind, (called Greatneſs of Soul) 


Love of Fame, and a certain Contempt of others, 
were Principles inſtilled (as obſerved aforetime) 
by the ableſt 7; eachers of Morality. This may 


be ſome Mitigation of the Crimes in the fore- 
mentioned Inſtances, and the Moderns may re- 
verence their Memory, notwithſtanding their 
Vanity. All the Reflections upon them were in- 


tended only to ſhow the Propenſity of human 


Nature to ſhoot- out into it. But the greateſt 


Wonder of all is, that Modern Authors, with all 
their Stock of Learning, for all their Inſtruction 
in Chriſtian Principles, ſhould fall into the ſame 
Levity, as they frequently do, in their dedicatory, - 


proemical, egoti/tical, and the like Expreſſions. 


/ 


In a World of ſuch Variety as this, chere are 
innumerable Objects, all which Chriſtianityteaches 


to look upon with Indifference, but which weak 
Minds grow vain upon, and make them Matter 
of Boaſting. Riches, bodily Strength, Honour, 
— vg Dreſs, glittering Equipages, magni- 


ficent Buildings, and what not ?—are gazed at 
with Fondneſs by Crouds, extolled to Exceſs by 


Sycophants, and made * common Topic of 
vaunting 


' 
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n bet the Poſſeſſors. To drag out all 
theſe Objects. ſeparately, and expoſe the 3 
Neiſe-made about them, would be an Herculean 


TFaſk, and far exceed the Limits of a Miſcellaneous 1 


Section. Only; there is one that rears up its 
brazen Front, like a mighty Coloſſus, and cannot 
with Propriety be paſſed over in Silence; and 
without Animadverſion - Anceſtry is x Subjet 
that raiſes Abundance of impertinent Clamour 
among thoſe of high Life, and demands SR 
ticular: Mark "of Dien and e , nh gar 


*.. 


n eee 


A Family W is one of the ag Im- 
pertinents, and ſtuns Men's Ears with long and 
noiſy Accounts of his Deſcent; and wilkeven 
trace it back as far as the Revolution. A 
Sort of unmeating Stuff, he thinks, makes him z 
look big, and overaws the. Company into Re- 
ſpect: 2 Reverence: But he is ſadly diſap- 
pointed in his Expectations, as all who hear it 
look upon it only as a plain Argument of 4a 
ſtrong Paſſion; or à ſhallow Judgment; and chat 
he is more beholden to his Anceſtors for his 
Blood: than for his Wit. Young Squander may 
enter upon his Paternal Eſtate; and take his Fore- 
fathers Titles; but if he has no other Marks of 
Greatneſs to ſhow, the Elevation of his State 
only ſerves to render him a more conſpicuous 
Object of Contempt and Ridicule. In the Sight 
of God and Man, a Slave that practiſes Virtue is 

more noble thun an Emperor overgrown with 


wy and) a iSdryrates or Cato are more venerable 5 


than a Nero or Dimitian notwithſtanding al their 
? 1 <£5> * 0 State 


6 9 Y 
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State and Titles. Royalty. of Nobility is _ 
 hogourable, when ſet off with Meri and good 
Kali; but while they have nothing to re. 

commend them but a gaudy Efeutcheon and out- = 
fide Doubery they can be looked upon in no bet- 
ter a Light than thoſe proud Temples of Egyps, 
that for all their gilt Frontiſpieces and azured 
Vaults, lodged nothing within but-wretched Si- | 
wdr fra ava rev painted Se- 
en of th antient Jews, 4 which 
beautiful without, but inwardly were full 
Rottenneſs N d hag 3 


d Ae evans e es dae, 
le au, ga. gag. ., 
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Db 1 eee ue that, of the 
various Tribes of: Bogfters, thoſe are the molt in- 
tolerable,” who are Ry crying up their 
on Virtue. and Piety. A certain off 
Feg hmindednefs is gong out into the Chriſtian! 
World: And amazing it is, that the Followers: | 
of the meek and lowly. Jefus ſhould be ſo far lin- 
fatuated, as to be influenced by à Principle ſo 
diametrically oppoſite to the Genius of Chriſtianiryt> 
All Sects and Parties in Chrifendim however, are 
led by this wild Spirit, and agree in Noching 0 
much as to © glory in their Shame.“ Inſtances 
of this Kind of Vanityarevavious and innumerable. 
Some bva/t of Perfection in one Duty, ſome in 
another, and will prochim their Manit upon the 
Houſe- Tops, as the Jews ſounded thar: Charities. 
* But it bring · don the 

781. J moſt | 


N 1 


a 
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towering Thoughts to obſerve in 


moſt 


that even People of the moſt exact Sanctity ai 


| Regularity of Life have no Cauſe to applaud, 
theinfelves, or grow pre/amptuous up it- H 
Men Wold ſec a true Picture uf their Cafe; they 

muſt-confult. the Gp. Revelation. There may 


they behuld, as in 2 faif Glaſs, the Imperfe 
and Depravity of human Nature hekd-ont- itn 
partially to View, in the fulleſt Manner. There 


likewiſe they are told in the plameſt Terms, that 


Man's bet Performances in Religion can merit 


no Reward from Go, without the Aronement of 


an all. perfect Saviour, There too àre Rules laid - 
down, that extend to every Part of our Conduct, 
both public and private, to all eur Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions: And when we have done 


all that human Strength can do, we are given to 
underſtand, (to our Humiliation) that we are no 
more than . * unprofitable Servants, and have 


e Pn Gr do. 


Mar, hrt be gusdödl for bleu, that n 
file for a Man to perform every Jot and Title 
of the Divine Law for the preſent; yet how ean 
he be fare, that he all continuefo 16 the End? 
And without enduring in his In 
loſe his Reward : Als his Righteouſneſs that 
he hath-done ſhall not be mentioned, in the Treſ- 
paſs that he hath treſpaſſed, and in the Sin that 
he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die.“ As to 
che prefent Time, People there are of all Deno- 


minations (as well — * Deiſtical Principles) 


n eee the' Courſe of their 


tion 


—. 


2 Lives 


3 


tis muſt 
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Lives, if their own Word may be taken for ita | 
They pretend to be all Knowledge in the Head, 
and Rectitude in the Heart; and need not to 
fear any Danger of finally miſcarrying. But alas! 
we find, that the Integrity of David the Wiſdom 
. or. the Zeal of 87. Peter, could not 
keep them within the Bounds of: ſtrit Duty. 
Till we arrive in Heaven then, there can be no 
Security of Man's Piety and Virtue, nor can any 
one ſpiritualize David's Words, and ſay peremp- 
torily I ſhall never be moved, thou Lord of 
thy Goodneſs haſt made. my Hill fo ſtrong.” Tap 
Where is Boalling then? It.is _ e gen $1 


— Stoica _ 
Pone e 


Turns can be no harder or more e - 
subject to manage with Propriety, than that 


wherein a Man is obliged to ſpeak of himſelf, 


Truth, if ſpoken in his own Praiſe, will com. 
monly be ſpurned as Falſbaod, or cenfured' for 
Vanity; or, if he blames himſelf, it will be con- 
ſtrued as deſigned to extort a Commendation 
from others: And yet Occaſions may happen, on 
which the wiſeſt and meekeſt Men have been ne · 
ceſſitated to ſpeak of themſelves in Terms of Com- 
mendation, Every Man has an undoubted 
Right to defend his own Innocence, when cal - 
led upon to do it. He may be accuſed of a 
Crime that he never was guilty of, in which Caſe 
he may ſtand up in his own Vindication, and 
clear up the Matter by the moſt ſolemn Aſſever. 


ations _. 
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ſo nm Plutarch determines, that any Man ought 
to praiſe himſelf when neceſſary for his own Fu/ti- 


ſerves, that no Man was better commended, and 

with more Juſtice, than Scipio Africanus from his 
own Mouth, and that no Body was diſpleaſed, 

becauſe he was pleading in his own Defence. 
Socrates too, at his Trial, though a 'complete 
Maſter of Decorum, ſpoke with great Freedom of 
his Virtues, which was -never ,mentioned as a 
Fault or Inaccuracy. And even the preat St. 


or for the Benefit of others. Livius ob. 


Paul was driven to the Neceflity of pleading his 


Cauſe, though he terms it the Folly of commend- 
ing himſelf, Theſe and fuch like Inſtances of 
Self-commendation are admiſſible, and cannot be 
ſtygmati zed with the odious Appellative of Baaſt- 
ing. In all Caſes of this Nature, however, it is 
neceſſary ta obſerve Zeno's Rule, and to dip the 
1 in the Mind before it be * to 
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Bur Bagling i is 3 Crime, not only deteſüble in | 
the univerſal Verdict of Men, but. muſt more- 
over be highly diſpleaſing to the Gop of all 
Truth, and will be delete b him at the laſt, 
It is utterly repugnant to that Poverty of Spirit, 
Meekneſs, Humility, and other neceſſary Quali-. 
fications that Chriſtianity requires, that it can 
never be enough decryed, and hooted out of the | 
Cbri 88 World. Sa 
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Lives, if their own Word may be taken fox! ita_ | 
They pretend to be all Knowledge in the Head, 
and Rectitude in the Heart; and need not to 
fear any Danger of finally miſcarrying. But alas! 
we find, that the Integrity af David the Wiſdom 
of Salam: or. the Zeal of 87. Peter, could not 
keep them within the Bounds of: ſtrit Duty. 
Till we arrive in Heaven then, there can be no 
Security of Man's Piety and Virtue, flor can any: 
one ſpiritualize David's Words, and ſay per 
torily I ſhall never be moved, thou r. 
thy Goodneſs haſt made my Hill ſo — 
Where is 8 then? It is n ede e 
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TERRE can be no harder or more delicate a 
Subject to manage with Propriety, than that 
wherein a Man is obliged to ſpeak of himſelf, - 
Truth, if ſpoken in his own Praiſe, will com. 
monly be ſpurned as Falſbood, or cenfured: for 
Vanity; or, if he blames himſelf, it will be con- 
ſtrued as deſigned to extort a - Commendation 
from others: And yet Occaſions may happen, on 
which the wiſeſt and meekeſt Men have been ne · 
ceſſitated to ſpeak of themſelves in Terms of Com- 
mendation, Every Man has an undoubted 
Right to defend his own Innocence, when cal- 
led upon to do it, He may be accuſed of a 
Crime that he never was guilty of, in which Caſe 
he may ſtand up in his.own Vindication, and 
clear up the Matter * the molt ſolemn Aſſever- 
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. Plutarch determines, that any Man ought 
to praiſe himſelf when neceſſary for his own Ji. 
fication, or for the Benefit of others. Livius ob. 
ſerves, that no Man was better commended, and 
with more Juſtice, than Scipio Africanus from his 
own Mouth, and that no Body was diſpleaſed, 
becauſe he was pleading in his own Defence. 
Socrates too, at his Trial, though a complete 
Maſter of Decorum, ſpoke with great Freedom of 
his Virtues, which was never mentioned ws 
Fault or Inaccuracy. And even the great St. 
Paul was driven to the Neceſſity of pleading his 
Cauſe, though he terms it the Folly of commend-- 
ing himſelf, Theſe and fuch like Inſtances of 
Self-commendation are admiſſible, and cannot be 
ſtygmatized with the odious Appellative of Baaſt- 
ing. In all Caſes of this Nature, however, it is 
neceſſary ta obſerye Zeno's Rule, and to dip the 
T _ in the * before it be eg to 
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Bur Baafling is a 7 ts not only deteſtible in 
the unjverſal Verdi of Men, but muſt more- | 
over be highly diſpleaſing to the Gop of all 
Truth, and will be relentgd b him at the laſt, 
It is utterly repugnant to that Poverty of Spirit, 
Meekneſs, Humility, and other neceſſary Quali- ; 
fications that Chriſtianity requires, that it 
never be enough decryed, . hooted out of tho 
WT World, 5 
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ub laſt chapter was intended to Se 
that highflown and verboſe Crime of 
Aae a Cie to which ſome People are f6 
wonderfully addicted; that they can as well hold 
a glowing Coal in their Mouth, as keep in — 
Thing which they think (but they are fad! 7 
miſtaken) may tend to give the World à hig 
Opinion of cel Merits. There is another, no 
fel a-la-mode and as obtioxious to Cenfure as the 


other, and goes under the Name'of—lrony | 


THERE is not an Individual in the whole Hu- 


man Species but what is vifibly defective in the 
cor- 


< 


Anre- 1nony; 
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corporeal or mental Compoſitum, or in both: 
And on the contrary, among all the Claſſes of 


Individuals, there is not one Head, of ſo dull and 


heavy a Conſtruction, but what may be fa hy. rt 
enough to find Matter for Ridicule, in Z 
ed of his Fellow-deficients, 
Whe er a Man's Capacities be of a higher or lower 
Sine, ftill he can ſee (or thinks he ſees) ſomething 

. ridiculous without him. An i can hugh as 
well as 2 Wit. We are got into @ merry World 
indeed, and fo very merry, as if all the Tnhabi- 
tants of it had no greater Buſineſs to mind, than 
to laugh and to be laughed at, or were ſent 
hither like the Leviathan into the Deep, only to 
take their Paſtime herein. The whole Aggre- | 
act the Part of Comedians, or are bufily en- 3 
d as Liftors and Gladiators ; and, like Cadmur'r | 
Serpents Teeth, ſtart up armed Men 
each other, while their Inſtruments of War are 
—lrony, Banter, Sarcaſm, Drollery, Lampoonry, 
Buffoonry, Taunting, ' Igling, Scaffing, | Burleſque; 
and ſo forth: And every Wit (and who does not 
think himſelf ſuch 7) has his Quiver full of theſe 
Arrows,” to er e enen, 
ene n tp, 

be the, e 
encugh to the Pride, Levity, and Wantonneß 
of Human Nature; and acco were let 
looſe to range, and ſport themſelves at large in 
a State pee, and before ene eee 
Ne A ne wt Tis 's x: 
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Tum Joca, un, dee, ure, 
Canan, 15 a b 5 Some 


bn b dt to b io ut 

Au no Wonder a they went o unbridled 
t that Time, when the Ties of mere Reaſon were 
too weak to keep the headſtrong Creature, called 

MN, within; the Bounds of Decency and Mo- 
deration. Incorrected, uncontrouled Nature is 
mighty propenſe.to run into all Manner of Wild- 
nefles and Biſorders. This populous Nation of 
ours would become one huge Wilderneſs, in the 

ſpace of four or ſive hundred Years, if there were 
not a Man left in it to till the Ground, and keep 
down the luxuriant terrigenous Excreſcences. In 
like Manner, without the Checks of Religion, 
the wild. inclining Paſſions of the Human Micro- 
coſm, would: ſoon become all over diſorderly and 
vicious: And to ſay, that Man has no Need 
of the Aids of Chriſtianity, is the ſame Thing as 
to ſay, that the Sick have no Need of e 
nor the Ipdigent of Food and Nimeut. A 


Bur, though. Haney Nature has a i Tens 
dency to run into Fenical Deriſion, yet, the Queſs. 
tion is, how can it conſiſt with Chriſtian Duty? the 
Object of it muſt be- the invincible Infirmities of 
our Fellow Creatures, or their Vices. - Whoever 
derides a Man's natural Deformities, reproacheth 
his Maker, and what a daring profane Piece of 
Mockery is that? It is the ſame Tbing with the 
unavoidable Hnbecilities of the Mind. Pity and 
Prayers are due from others in both theſe Caſes. 
As for the notorious Vices of hardened Reprobates, 


they 


— 


” ZACAINST ohr. 5 thy N 


they are of too ſerious and ſhocking a Nature to 
_ admit of /jocu/ar Reprimand: Certainly no dne 
N be mad enough to be merry dt ſeeiug a 
Man plunging a Dagger in his Bowels, or vanjt- 
ing down à Precipice. Suicidiſins;, Murders) 
Rebellions, &c. are moving Trugediet, and 
Man muſt be out of his Wits, before he cancbd 
jocular-upon the Authors « of them. In the Deſi⸗ 
nition of Mah, indeed, ſome Philoſophers have = 
adjoined [Rifbility to Rationality; but, certainly; 
there can be no Symptoms (except the violent Diſ· 
tortion of the oſcular Muſcles) of Manhood in 
this Sort of timed Merriment. On the con- 
trary, Seriouſneſs and Gravity are commendable 
and-praiſe-worthy Qualities ini an Man, as being 
moſt ſuitable to our preſent bot and gituation m 
this e rt* aaa e er T e 4 
warn 19 0 is HKT wort wot Ts 

91% Ig 3481 _ 27 world vids amt 
by 4. amt Modern Writer tells us, tht when 
the Talent of Ridicule is employed with à View | 
to laugb People out of their Follies and Vices, it 

may be of. ſomeo Service to the World: And 
another of Andie has obſerved; tliatt 


wry tem bag aurayes wtwe To win 
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But wad the ub Dekencher; to the Memory 
of their Authorities be it ſpoken, the Juſtneſs and 
Validity of their Sentiments, upon this Point, 
muſt be called in Queſtion. The vicious World 
may be ranged into two general Diviſions; the 
1204 * one 
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one Part not laſt to all Senje: dfBbame; and ihe ' 
other ſuch as g/ary in their Wickedneſs. Theſe 


Atter are hardened to J»/enfibibity, and Boinboproof 


\ - Canomade with the loudeſt Laugh at your vain 


Attacks. He that rebuketh a Scoraer-gerteth 
himſelf 2 Blot. And if you'ply'the other with - 
the' greateſt Efforts of your Mu, alas] theſe Wea· 
poas ſtick only in the Sin, but will never reach 
the Heart. 80 that, finally, it is ſolid ſubſtan- 
tlal Reaſoning and Argument only, that mult 
come up to the Caſe, and re bo 1:09 offs 15 
and laſting Reformation. | KAY to #928 et 
| rt er Tits A weis 924441 
nee e Di) and 0 (he | ey 
12 infallible Determination of — Matter. 
The World hag an” unerring A4 or Standard 
left for their Direction, in all Caſes of Impor- 
tance. By this they are to take all their Mea- 
fures, in their Sentiments; inthels Words, and 
in their Actions. Here, 'thenz!'ewory one ought 
to fix his Foot, and refolve ꝛ0 ſtand by this Word 
ef -Gop, in the/Ehritirn Revelmion.- Not be 
Word of Irony in it, from flyſt to laſt; hüt 
an Air of awful Solemnity, and majeſtic Gravity 
runs throughout the Divine Syſtem of Inſtruc- 
tion! The Strain, in ſhort, of the New Teſta- 
ment is enough to condemn the uſe of Irony, 
ſo much in TRIO in ll the Farts of Chriſten 
Br feb H a 10 
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Querulouſneſs, Loquacity, Peſirivengſi, obſcene Diſ- 
courſe, and ſuch like, come rather under the De- 
nomination of Peccadillos than Vices; and, there- 

fore, may be omitted from a particular Correc- 


tion, as not being deſigned to be included in the 
ene Plan. 
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"SECT 


Sevior armis 


Luxuria incubuit victumque ulciſcitur Orbem. 
a :  LUCAN: 


66 Shame to Man!” There is not a living 
Creature, among that immenſe Vari 

that ſtock this habitable Globe, but what goes 
on in a more regular uninterrupted Path of Life 

than he. In their various Purſuits, they ſeem 
to anſwer the End of their Creation better than 
their Lord. He governs them, and they read 
him perpetual Leſſons of Regularity. Vaſt is 
his Domain over the Animal World, and © the 
Fear of him and the Dread of him” is impreſſed 
upon every Beaſt of the Earth, every Fowl of 
the Air, and all the Fiſhes of the 3 Into his 
Hands they are delivered! Ang with ſo exten- 


ſive 
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pert an' Empire, be has the Government of himſii 
put into his Hands,” and committed to his Truſt, 
Man's 


by che gupreme Gvernor of all Things. 
Provines is to rule himſelf, and his prin- 

cipal Bufineſs lien in dire cting his Thoughts, Words, | 
and Actions, to anfwer the right Purpoſes of his 
Exiſtence. The more flagrant Fariatibus from the 


| right Point of Dirediior Rave beon-Kygmarived, 


in the foregoing Reflections upon the en 
Inſtances : And thoſe principal Deviations from 
the proper Line of Action are to be the Subject 
| of the following Obſervations: And among the 
pan ue Rod Fare — of TEES, 


Sonik im 5710 . 28333 21 1086 8d, rs 1 
100 0 2 g 0 h bas nonuld 303 ogdt , 
; 3 are ſeveral 4 and Degrees df dee 
Indulgences, all which are directly contr 

the Dictates of Cc Reaſon; und che 
tions of fober Virtue ; all Did 2 2all 140 3 
the ſevereſt aud moſt” rider de :Cotfettiont >: 
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71x me higheſt Rank of all: Offenders 


the Rules of Moderation, we may e Thoſe 


Liber tine Rakes,” who wantonly call thefafelves— 
Men -of Pleaſure,/ This Epicurran Set of Men 
Ding away their precious Time (of which alone, 
as Sens neatly obſer ves, it is a Virtue to be 
codetbus y from Infarey to the Grade, in a Round 
of "idle Amuſcmetits, vain Purſuits, and viztoes 
Revelings. Air, Earth, Ocean äre all ranſacked 
* their. laevribs Appetites, to inflame 
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| Fowls, Vides, Beaſts, are ſlanghtered, and load 


284 THT $3082D-0DTERY. „ 
their Paſſions; and miniſter Mcemiver to Bin. 


heir Tables to feed the inbried-: .of - 
Human Nature, and- to: heap up Fnel upon the 
Nie of their Luſts. And theſe irregular Inclina- 
tions gathering Strength, , like a. Giant refreſh- 
ed with Wine, ſtimulate the Senſualiſis to bound 
from one Enormity to another. and to turn the 
greateſt Part of their Lite into one mad Bacaba- 
alen Riot. For. PLE S911 13 bak. - 0.9 IEF af 
Poide dil gd ot daß hoi to 3, v5 p 
, 7 5 Drink too bears uu Proportion to 
their Meat, and exceeds all theBounds of 'Decericy 
and; Moderation: All the Difference is, that leis 
Time is conſumed in the former than the latter; 
and beſides, the Sot is the more miſchievous Animal 
than the Glutton, and more prepared © to A 
1 all Manner of Sin with nien, 
| on Vith 2 
| "war, Scenes of e A Wicked, | 
nels. may be ſeen at ſome .Fefival Meetings 
Croyds of human Creatures literally mttamorpheſed 
into Brutes and Savages! Some foaming with 
Rage, and threatening Revengefor ſome imaginary 
Afront or Injury! Others barefacedly boaſting of 
their extraordinary Feats of Lewdneſs and De- 
bauchery! Some ſtraining their Lungs, and 
belching out the moſt horrid; Oaths and Curſes; 
whilſt others rant in Infidelity, and blaſpheme 
< that holy Name whereby they are called!“ 
And all of them ſeeming to have thrown away 
their Senſes and Reaſon, and every Thought of 
Gop and their Doty! 9 of Con- 
fuſion and OY" 
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Ix would make up but a melancholy Story. 


and ſhocking to the N cyof any ſober Chriſtian, 


S Nth oil eee | 
European Luxury. It 8 fox a Sketch, to 
mention only the vain Magniſicence of their 
Buildings, the Pomp of their Dreſs, the coſtly 

Jewels they wear, the Number of their Retinue, 
their gaudy Equipages, the Expence and Profu- 
ſion of their Tables. In all which Articles of 
Extravagance, there ſeems to be a continual Emu- 
lation, among thoſe in High life, who can be the 
uppermaſt, and arrive the firſ at the—ze 1 ultra 
State of Faſhion. - 


Bor, as there is no general Rule without Ex- 
ception, ſo it muſt be acknowledged with, Thanks 
to kind Heaven, that this is not always the Caſe 
with People of the higheſt Ranks. Some there 
are, whoſe Deſires areconfined within the Bounds 
of Chriſtian. Decency and Moderation. Their 
Virtues are more noble than their Blood, and 
Providence ſeems to have made them great, that 
they might be the more extenſively uſeful to the 
World. After a frugal Enjoyment of their good 
Things, according to the Dignity of their Sta- 
tion, they pour out the Superfluity of their For- 
tune to relieve the Wants of their indigent 
Brethren ; and like the Sun, ſhining in his 
Strength,” they ſcatter their welcome Influence 
upon all below them within the Sphere of their 
Activity. Beſides, they not only warm with 
their Munificence, but enlighten by their Example. 
A Benefactors to Men 

Aa make 


* 
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make a DomeſticReform (as Governments mould 
a Politicalone) and cut off all unneceſſary Expences, 
that they may be the more liberal in Works 
to all about them. It is no Harm to ſay—Gop, 
increaſe their Number! But good Examples are 
not the Object in View: It would be an enter- 
taining Employ to pay them further Attendance; 
but a very diſagreeable Buſineſs demands Exe- 
cution, according to the e Da For— 


© FroM yon extravagant "WIRES of Luxury, 
inimical to all that is Good ; if we let down our 
Thoughts upon the inferior Claſſes of Chriſ- 
tians, we ſhall find them following the other as 
far as they are able. Man is a ſtrange aſpiring 
Mimic of a Creature, and will be climbing up 
after thoſe above him. Every one is upon the 
Spur to get to the Land's End of his Wiſhes; and 
the Soldier has a ſtrong Ambition to be made a 
General, and the Sailor to ride Admiral, the 

Peaſant to have a Seat among the Senators of 75 
Nation. An incurable Madneſs to-ſhow 
and cut a Figure in the World, - fires the Gene: 
rality of a Community to live above their Rank. 
Not content to be what they are, they affect to 
be what they are not. Not ſatisfied to keep 
Company with their Equals, they muft thruſt 


themſelves into the Circle of thoſe' of Superior 
Fortune. They dreſs, and fare above their 


Ability, pay and receive impertinent Viſits, though 
they have neither Time nor Subſtance to ſpare 
for Extraordinaries. When Intemperance, how- 
a is ſo much in Vogue _— Perſons of Qua- 
ty 
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keys! the lower Claſs will not endure to be tem= 


perate; and when the Gentry are Atheifticaly  - 


Clowns will be profane, as while Maſters ram and 
ſwear, Servants will catch the ſame Sort of Lan- 
guage, and ſcorn to be behind. 


Occupet extremum ſcabies—is the common Motto. 
And ſo in all other Inſtances of faſhionable De- 
portment. Great | Criminals give a Kind of 
Sanction to any Folly or Vice, and make it ap- 
pear polite and reputable: And ſo the Miſchief _ 
goes round from High to Low, and from o one Ge. | 
neration to mand a FEY Wh 


As the Vice of Self Indulgence then i is grown fo 
univerſal, it becomes a ſeaſonable Buſineſs to 


curb and oppoſe its Progreſs by laying down :. 


proper Arguments againſt it. Warnings may. 
alarm and reclaim the Wiſe and Tractable, while 
refractory Fools may receive them without Im- 
preſſion: It is a juſt Obſervation of the Royal 
Moraliſt to the ſame Purpoſe a wiſe Man will 
hear and increaſe Knowledge, but Fouls e 
Wien and Initruction. * 


Bark the frf Arg gument of this Kind, nder 
the preſent Miſchief that follows inevitably upon 
a luxurious Courſe of Life. Worldly: and pru- 
dential Reaſons are apt to work moſt forcibly 
upon the human Mind; and therefore are to be 
the ft in Order, eſpecially as infinite Wiſdom 
has taught us to pray, in the firſt Place, for our 
mn Bread, and then for the Good of our im- 

| Az 3 wiortal 
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mortal Concerns. If © a wilful Waſte makes a4 

woeful Want,“ it is very certain, in the naturah 

Courſe of Things, that Laxury muſt deſtroy the 
, biene 


- Tag moſt ſuperficial Obſerver may eafily per- 
ceive which Way the Wealth of the-moſt Capital 
People goes to Wreck and Ruin. Bankruptcies 
alas! are no Prodigies, but make up à long Liſt 
veekly in the moſt renowned Nations of Europe. 
If it be aſked, what was it that reduced the 


greateſt Families to this Abyſs of Miſery? The 
Anſwer is very obvious from any but an Idiat-— © 


 Dis81yaTIon. It was not Shipwrecks, Fires, 
Inundations, Miſadventures in Trade, ot other 
common Accidents, but that more devouring 
Vice of Luxury and Extravagance. By this alone, 
Numbers Gon knows! from High-Life are re- 
duced to: the moſt wretched and pitiable Condi- 
tion! This alone is more voracious than the fabled 
| Harypics of Antiquity, or Achs Hounds, and 
_ eats up Maſter, Wife, Children, Eſtate, and all. 
By this alone, their Lande are transferred, their 
Privileges torn from them, their Reputation funk, 
their antient Dignities loſt, their Titles forfeited, 
their Families extinct, and thoſe themſelves . made 
the Tall who were once the Head, as Moſer ex- 
preſſes fuch a Downfall: And to behold a Retas 
tion, à Friend, or Familiar, in this ſhocking Situa- 
tion, would move the Sympathy of a Smir, and 
diffolve. him into Tears. But, the Cafe is paſt all 
Remedy and cannot be otherwife. Wide waſting 
Extravagance has undone wholeEmpires together, 
| no 
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30 leſs than private Perſons, and tumbled them 
E ene 4 
Wen eee Ps * 


Fon . 8 
w take a Look back at the remarkable Down- 
fall of the Roman Empire; once ſo: flouriſhing, 
fo powerful, and renowned! | They were not 
contented, ſays a noted Hiferian, if their Falernian 
Wine was not ſtrewed over with Rofes in Win- 
ter, and cooled in Veſſels of Gold in Summer. 
They valued their Fg only by the Coſtlineſs 
of them! And the Birds of Phafs muſt be fetch. 
ed, through all the Dangers of the Seas, to ſmoak - 
on their Table: And, to complete their Corrup- 
Hon, after the Conqueſt of Aſia, every Sort of Ef- 
Jemninacy was introduced into their public Enteg-. 
tainments: 80 that Julius Caſur, who knew the ; 
Delicacy of the Youths in the Ram 
commanded his Soldiers, at the Battle of Pharſa- 
lia, to puſh their Javelins directly at the Face. 
And it happened as that great Man foreſaw, that 
the young Fellows, being exceflively fond of their 
own Beauty, turned their Backs and fled; for Fear 
of: — 2 1 1955 en N . _ Werd 


In a Word, Cefer e is Hiſtory: of 
the Civil Wars, that when he forced Pompey's 
Camp, he ſaw nothing but all Kinds of Volupraou/- 
ug Debauchery, and Slaughter, in that laſt and 
fatal Overthrow' of ge Erua and 


- _ From 
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Fun the Deva/ation and Miſchief upon the 
Fortune, we may turn our Thoughts upon the 
fatal Effects that Luxury has upon the Body. 
If Men ſpend faſter than their Incomes will al- 
low, there is a ſure Foundation laid for future 
Poverty and Want: 80 if they eat or drink 
more than their Heads will carry or their Sto- 
machs digeſt, it brings on Pains, Weakneſſes, 
Fevers, Conſumptions. A Libertine Rake treſ- 
paſſes againſt the Rules of Temperance and Sobriety; 

- overcharges his Palate with Meat, and his Head 
with Drink, and all ends at laſt with a ſhattered 
Conſtitution, a diſtempered Body, and a ruined 
Eftate : And if the Epicure would ſtate his Ac- 
counts impartially, he would find to his Coſt, 
that his lawleſs Revellings have been dear bought; 
thoſe infatuated Riots, which paſs the facred 
Bounds of Reaſon, that the Gop of Order way 
4:0 Man to make ee 7 by * 


canramiv, it bead no stretch of Argument 
to prove, that long Life is a Blefling, as it is 
eſteemed and prized by the whole Animal-Crea- 
tion. Examine the various Tendencies and Pur. 
ſuits of—all the Beaſts of the Field, the Fowls ot 
the Air, and Fiſhes of the Sea. What amazing 
"Shifts have they all to preſerve their Being from 
Deſtruction or Harm. Self-preſervation, we find, 
is a ftrong and inceflant Principle of Nature, in 
the contemptible Mite as well as in the towering 
Elephant. How inſtantly do they fly from the 
Approach of any Danger, that threatens them with 


the Loſs of their Life or _— and how vigor- 
TRE CE 


+ 
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| ouſly will a ſtand upon Defence, when at- 
tacked by an Enemy! Man, who is the Top of 


the Creation, has Arts and Means innumerable, 
to preſerve himſelf from Harm, amidſt thoſe ma- 


nifold Accidents that compaſs him about 9 


every Side. Even thoſe miſerable Wretches, 
who drag along their Life in Captivity and 
Chains, will do all they can to preſerve it, and 
it is the very laſt Thing to be * up: 


Bur, then, long Life is not ſo great a Bleſſing 
for the Sake of living only, as for the Sake of 
living well. It is not ſo merely, that we may eat 
and drink and ſleep, and awake again, to do the 
common Drudgery of Life, and run the ſame 


Round of bodily Exercitations : But Gop ſeems 


to preſerve us in Exiſtence, that we may have 
the more Time to mind- the nobler Things (for 
which Man was born, elſe he is a mere Riddle) 
of Eternity; that our Reaſon may ripen into 

ſolid Devotion; that Years may cool our boil- 
ing Paſſions, and ſettle us into a State of Seriouſ- 
neſs and Gravity. He prolongs our Days more- 
over, that we may look back upon, and lament 
the Vices and Follies of head-ſtrong, heedleſs, 
giddy Youth, and redeem the miſſpent Time, by 
ſerving him with a double Diligence, and doing 
more Good in our Generation: That fo, hav- 
ing finiſhed our Courſe here, in a well- ending 
(repenting) State, our future Reward may be | 
ner. 


_ Uron this Account was every Man born, and 
n 


* 
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fent into the World : Upon als dtrount, and 
no other, Gon continues them in it; and upon 
this Account Life is worth wiſhing for and 
Ir is not ſtrange at all, (for it is verified by 
Experience) that Age ſhould bring Men to their 
Senſes and Reformation. But firange it may 
ſeem, that an abſtemious and virtuous Courſe of 
Life ſhould be the certain Road to old Age, and 
multiply their Days upon Earth! So it is how- 
ever, in general, and the important Truth of it 
deſerves to be confirmed n theſe particular 
Conſiderations. 


Ir is evidently 0 if the 1 of 
Things only be regarded. Every one muſt al- 
low, that a good and regular Life has plainly the 
Advantage over 2 bad one, in this Reſpect. So- 
. briety and Moderation in eating and drinking 
breeds no Diſeaſes, whereas temperance is the 
Cauſe of very many, and ſends Numbers of pu- 
trified Sots and Epicures out of the World be- 
fore their Time. This Vice, indeed, does its 
Work imperceptibly, and by flow Degrees, fap- 
ping the Vitals, like a continual Stream under- 
mining the Banks above them. This is the com- 
mon ſubtle Proceſs of Laxury: But ſometimes, 
like an irreſiſtible Inundation, it fweeps down all 
before it at once. A voraciaus tumultuous Paſ- 
ſion often puts Men upon taking thoſe inordi- 
nate Meaſures to indulge it, as brings them to 


the Gallows or Gibbet. The merciful indul- 
: gent 
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ke can by 0 Means clear the guilt | 
90 CLE The Abuſe 5 "the Body, 
e Miſuſe of God's good Creatures; 18 0 
an hip zh Offence to the! Giver of all;gg0a ” 
Shs a thoufand Ways (unforeſcen.by Morta 
”y he, to lead Offenders againſt bis Laws, int 
emptation for their Crimes, and a Snare for their 
1 5 And to it comes to pals; both by Rules Rules of 
ature and the Ordets of 55 idence, that the 16 
Years bf the "Rake mall be n or tened. : 


} 28 4 4 i „s TS Ja een 
ae illat 6 4 109 web y vile 5 805 9 $9597 
n are rat 79 5 R ; 13 Fr ind 
light, pus 
Tha ic an Ch ce | 
Thy A ws re” | 


il 


. e the! . obey." eb 
r en dere Fee e n 
rth 


1 Ae, And extend no $0 he E 
Body. But atas! 7 repre i 145 Callie | 
tions as the Cauſe of ti emporal TOE 110 


other, is to im rfect an too fayqur- 
"UE . $3 4 # 75 


. more 
ſhort 8kirmi ms re the 5 4 Tg 
. the moſt 1 Ny. ea | 
15 7 Tor 
1 poſes the The GALS fey LN 
fer ded Gon. Only Rs ch 8 e "0 
the abandoned, Rake in the Goſpel, w 1 2 a 
moſt exquilite _ and ana ; not be paſſed 


over © 


AGAINST ADEVKYer a 


oer mpon-the preſent, Occaſion. It came to paſs, 
Gays tho Draught Divina, that the xich Man (who 
bak fared ſumptuguſiy every Day) died and was 
ied; and in Hell he liſt up his Eyes being in 
t, and ſeeth Abrabam a · fax · off, and La. 
zarui in his Beſom S and he cryed-qut, and faid, 
Father: 3 — on me, and ſend 
that he may dip the Tip of his Finger in 
MT N cool my a 7's nn ee 
in 


4 Sade in nee Marey 10 the World, 
pee theſe preſeut and future Miſeries 
that the Gop of all Goadneſs has : 
thoſe ſalutary Goſpel Duties of Tempirance, Self- | : 
denial;'and\a'fparing Uſe of badily-Refreihments, | 
In all his ſacred Laws, he bas ſchemed ta make 
uli his Human Creatures happy; happy your, 
and happy to the longeſt Continuance uf their 
Being: And if they were as punctually obeyed, 
as they are ſtrictly enjoined, they would once 
more make this Earth a. Paradiſe of Pleaſure. 
Every Precept of Chriſtianity is founded upon the 
exacteſt Truth and Propriety of Things; and a 
Compliance required, becauſe of its Fitneſs to be 
done, and not becauſe the Supreme Legillator has 
Power to command what he pleaſes. Thus if 
we are called upon to love Gon, we have the 
ſtrongeſt Ain une ie ane iet greateſt and 
beſt of v are bidden tu fear him, 
it is becauſe he hath Power to caſt both Body 
and Soul into Hell.” When we are called to a 
State of . we muſt _ that “ Pride 
TIT 3b i* 46017 6 INS 
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was: not” made for Man,” Aer ntüdte id en 
coming to fuck thort-lived, helpleſs,” dependent 
Creatures'as we are. When we are ordered to 
be abſtemious ĩ in carnal Gratiſications, it is to 
us out of thoſe lawleſs Exceſſes that would 
us. And fo upon the hole; we are 3 

1 no Tempers of Soul or Behaviour of Life, but 
ſuch as are ſo many true Judgments of Things, 
and built upon the Foundation of Reade” and - 

. the Exigence of our Cake. iT ei & 


A Religion, ahevefode, (Oye Deide) that bees 
from the Gov of all Wiſdom, has only reaſon- 
able Commands to reaſonable Creatures: And 
he cannot but inſiſt, that all his reaſonable Beings 
ſhould be more reaſonable, more perfect, or more 
like himſelf, who is the Fountain and Pattern of 
all Perfection: And he preciſely knows, that 
carnal Indulgences do feed the feculent and droſ- 
fy. Parts of Human Nature, ſtupify. and beſot 
the Reaſon; deaden the Life and Spirit of De. 
votion, dog down the Soul to the Earth, and 
render Men utterly unlike the all- pure all-boly 
Gop. , Whereas, on the other Hand, à /emperate 
Courſe of Life keeps all the irregular Motions of | 
the Paſſions under proper Diſcipline” and Re- 
ſtraint, reſines Human Nature, ſublimates the 
intellectual Faculty, inflames the whole Man 
With Devotion, raiſes the Saul from Earth to 


— , , © -£ ; ; 6 ; 14 "a 9 

(3 [ MIS SIE. I; £945 AL. 3, 40533175 IOC; By ; 
4 . 94 1 4 IT” r ©” 7 1 n Are 1 41 85 » 4 2 
SBS % +4 18114 Ly What? 3 3-3S 4 . 5 11 13 45 "3 $6.38 


N c HR 


SE ITE 


* 


Al 
* - * * ; ; oy” 

' | 2 TEIET: ” COD 8 1222 
i ICY If Frei 4 } een e ne 
1 1 i Y 


1 8 [ * . 
"54.30 ; RS . 


2 
91089 gte e as 


* 
o 


11 3x 280 Kn 


4 - 


olle 42 I. 20 4 ae e 4 
8 46 enn NS 


£5 N 


by. TATE. 3 Ain ST oreREs SEVE eee _ 8 
q' weve | 4 + | 


= +; be 14 24%" - 4 * F 13 *7 ö 
* g 1 ; T£3% £4 * 
17 | 5 R NN 


r 
Sr et * 1 —— 75 14 55 „ Wang nge IIA + ES rs 
£1 Fe £8. be 77 1 Yo . . 5 abs ee 2 A Es: 


* * 
5 * 
ny > 
4 K * T Ly 7 * "ge 
S L x ” _- G * 
. . * 
| 9 - 
Es OLE IST oe” OE. 
5 * x 54 . — 1 5 
. N - % * - „ 3 # F * ; 
4%. *% #3 » 1 7 n f 92 ene RA. re; Benet K * 
1 4 © fo» þ , F . 14 * 8 r 1 
iS 1 * 3 ” * * e * 2 * . K N 1 
* +” $8 1 


F 2 N of 8 B & & „ 3 * ' "T4 J - - e : ; 
3 b ) 5 5 ; : 7 1 8 i þ . 0 : ; 1 - | L * : 1 Li +. . * * 4 * 4 * 
: | N ” 4 #: fy P = 7 5 F >» 
5 12 1 O:-% i W U . a ” 
F I\-£75 : : 1 : - © a ; : 74 1 
* q * N 4 1 8 3 To on -. A * , % 4 + af 


" * q x x 1 - þ 2 \ # * 1 « g x & 1 4 4 1. " 4 5 4 oy * W * 4 
as e e SYDLIHDCE l We $3" 8 5 


Avaritia pecunis e ers: WOK end ſaiens, | 


concupivit. Ea quaſi venenit malis imbura: ſemper in- $a OS 
10 inſatjabilis oft ; wi E 0 inopid minui- 


Fd | SALUST. 


6 0 1 
tur. a n 601 I £3263 #5 
48" 440.8, TH IILIE "> Mb FEIHYT nnn 
, - F - MM kv wu x 4.7, 4 4 
+. 
p oy | * M v p : 1 EE * > " 3 4 * 
D : : 1 1 a {£3 ky "8; » 5 £ 1 422 N * ? z VE i $7 13 6 74 . : rf 


S Man is formed a ſocial Creature, W 
tions are not defigned by the Author of | 
his Frame, to terminate in himfelf: But as he is 
connected (Ane 2 Member of the 'Atiniat Body) 
with thoſe of his own Kind, ſome Part of his 

Happineſs or Miſery depends upon the Happines 
or Miſery of others; conſequently; he feels d wer- 
tain Impulſe to rejoice at their Welfare; and the 
"Sight" of their WORE Five him Daaden 
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2 me Wireless thihas dot; „ Mad- 


man, or Manſter, (there/ate Monſters in Morality | _ 
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as s well as in u Nature)t this ' Sympathetic enſe o or Feel- 


b * 
j 


TY ing is woven, or originated i in the whole Hu- 


man Species. It is ingrafted in the Hearts of the 


Alatict, Africans, Americans, as well as upon thoſe 


of. th ſhed Eur Thoſe People, wh 
bake Wendet Ruſk wiel £246 wack. 


out Commerce, were never found without this 


Inpręſſion, in the Temperament or Cqnſtitution of 
their Nature: And a wonderful Proviſion of 


Gop it is, for the mutual Support and Comfort 
of Society! It puts in Motion all the Offices of 
Kindneſs, Benevolence, Humanity, Gratitude, | 


Parental, and Filial Affection, Friendſhip, Patriot. 


iſm, Kc. which are ad necetfary for the good 
Order of the Body Politic, as Self. love js for tha 


Fear of the Body Natural. W 


; As. this compalſionate Fino I 3c | 
Frame is intended to ſerve fuch great and noble 


| Purpoſes, that Man may be reputed the moſt uſe. 
Ful Mc Member of Society, in whom this Sympathetic 


Turn is moſt operative and extenſive ; en N 
the contrary, he is the 27 0 


whom it is wrak and defective, or more partial 


(and limited in Exertions. In the common Eft. 
mate of the World, two Men of theſe oppolite 


Bharacters contraſted, art as contradiſtinct a8 


Light and Darkneſs: Wbereſoever it is found to 


he liberal, patriotic, diſanteręſted, it forms 2 moſt 
amiable Character, and is admired-and eſteemed 
by all: But a foical, ſeliſb, intere/ted Diſpoſition 


had ever beth branded. with the utmoſt Expreſ- 


nor of Odium and Diſgrace. Such are the uni- 


werſal Sentiments of Mankind. 
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to proportion... 4 
Wiſdom has. not. ö ir to 1 
Gon will hot be 8 17 and 1 \ 
| Men” in Gil and j judicial Affairs; ſo bas he | 
it to the Meer Act and Deed of eyes 
one, how to diſpoſe of - their Riches. "Ne 
cordingly - e find, that among ſuch A Moltitu ade 1 * 
of Precepts to Acts of Charity, contained in, the. 
Bible, there is not one which allats the eat 
Proportion of it; only there i is one Rule gi a | 
that may ſerve FE a Directory In this Caſe 
whomloeyer, much i is en, of him bara | 
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4 be required : By this General Rule, every Per- 
ſon of Fortune may ſee, that ſome more ſubſtan- 
tial Food is required for a Lazarus Portion, 
than Crumbs that fall from a rich Man's Table, 
a more commodious Hoſpital for his Reception 
than lying at the the Gate, hover rms 
INT ARE TOTES, 11 
Bur Conereufuaſe 1 is a Vice of 10 a VR 
Natute, that no Share of Relief will it contribute 
to others. It is void of Humanity and every ſacial 
Virtue. It can paſs by the Orphan, the Widow, 
the Fatherleſs in Diſtreſs, without a good With, a a 
Sigh, or a Tear, But Omiſſion of Duty is not 
the worſt, of the Story; It drives Men on to 
commit all the Acts of , Barbarity and Tyranny, 
that a diabolical Wit can invent. Such the 


1 Me ate "Wy Aue, 
Hating all Men, by all Men hated { 


Compound of Antipathies, 


Without one Gras of Sympathies { .... : = pp 1 


But particular 8 of its horrid Effects will- 
ſet it in the ſtrongeſt and moſt odious von 
And all Ages 


amples of - inſatiable Wretches, who have com- 
mitted the moſt notorious Acts of Iyu/tice and 
Oppreſſion, if jt be Injuſtice and Oppreſſion to 
trample upon the Lives and Properties of others, 
and to "_ all the Laws of common a 


nity. 


and Nations afford too many Ex- 


. 'tr 


N 4 N 7 , 


282 - 44% ske Arp voce ob 


Tr Was this" Sin that was che principal 44 | 
b in "thoſe" bloody Tragedies brought upon tbe 
Stage in the four antienf Monarchicsz--whieh 
may juſtly be called ſo ma y Empires Empires of Banditti, 
Free- booters, and licenced Thieves. The firſt of 
theſe that reared up its Head, was the Arion; 
founded by the notorious Nimrod, Who had his 
Seat upon the Banks of Euphrates. He built his 
Throne upon the Blood and Deſolation of all the 
neighbouring Nations. Behold, thou haſt heard 
(fays that taunting King's Son to Hezekiab) what 
the Kings of Aria have done unto all Lands by 
deſtroying them'utterly.—Have the Gods of the 
Heathen delivered them which my Fathers have 
deſtroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Reſtpb, and 
the Children of Eden which were in 75 | 
Where is now the King of Hamath, the King of 
Arphad, the King of the City of Sepharwain, 
Hena, and Iva? This mighty Kingdom deſcended 
_ afterwards to his Wife, Semiramis, and extended 
and held up (as it was begun) for fourteen 
hundred years, by AA Sed pa Prong e 
e 


Tur Lerond wnivertid Monmrchy d s Per. 

Yarn, eftabliſhed by that Cyrus ſo often mentioned 

by /arred and profane Hiſtorians. Cyrus waded = 
to his Throne through the Blood of his Brother 
and his Son: And the Government was con- 
tinued #bout two hundred years after this, by 
the moſt abominable Wickedneſs and Bloodfhed 
as the other had been before _- 
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long itagother, but tiſes and falls in certain Ages, 
and different Gountriss, As it ebbed in Pena, 
it wer ti Gru im anigty Inundation, and 
drove down all before it. Like a huge Polypbe. 

mus, it ſtalked through the Nations all around, 
in the Perſon of-zfirxonderc;i- his Upftart. Frince 
overturned all Things bath by Bea and Land, 
and ſpread Terror and: Devaſtation Wherever he 
came. in the Height of this hawlefs:Carcer, and 
uth a ſingle Ship, whom Alexander;took Pri- 
ſorter. / The Captive remonſtrates to the Hero 
thus. —I, ſays he, becauſe Iplzy the privateCorſair, 
am accuſed as a Pirate: Thou, that does the like 
with a powerful Fleet, art ſtiled an Emperor. 
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Were thea sone, and a Priſoner us 1 am, Men 
| would eſteem thee no better than a Thief: And 


were I at the Head f a Humerous Army as thou 
art, they would reverenee me as an Emperor. 
For, as te the Juſtice of eur Cauſe, there is only 
this. Difference, that thou deſt more Miſchief 
chu I Raser tune bas compelled me to be a 
N Thief: "Whereas nothing but am inſatiable Avarice 
put upon the ſamie Courſe of Life. 

? could hive been Haid truer and bolder ef the 
 Matetioriian Youth, ſo much talked 'of, and made 4 
the Pattern for Heros and Princes, HS, 7 85 


Ir we come a : little nearer Sin, od SET 2 


View of the Reman Empire, we {hall find the 


e the Tame Effect. It was 
Cc2 eſtabliſhed 


"THE SAOKED ODTORY EA LES 

eſtabliſhed” by Cuſar, and fupported: by 
Cafar poli s adopted Son, 'withaicantinual 
War againſt Heaven and Earth -againſt the Souls 


and Bodies, ae Ar 
| kind. TY | * 3 ft 4! 
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. at the W Was e 8 
City as a n n er 255 
for Men of deſperate Fortun Latins, 
Albans, Tuſcans, moſt of 2 und Rob. 
bers, who: defended each other from Juſtice bj 
Force of Arms, This A lum, vhich was firſt plan- 
ned and opened by Namulin, a Man of uncertain 
Parentage, gave Riſe to the Capital of the World, 
and drew together vaſt Numbers, 2 the 
Hopes of Booty, and the Proſpect of making up 
their loſt Fortunes: „ For, where the Carcaſe is, 
there will the Eagles be gathered together“ For 
the Purpoſe of enriching ee they ſpilled 
Oceans of Blood throughout all the adjacent 
Countries, murdering one-half of the Globe, 
and putting Shackles upon the other, in their 
ſucceſſive Emperors. Witneſs the Domitians, the 
Caligula, and the Reſt of thoſe Raya Monſters, 
who were nothing elſe but ſo many Imperial 
Thieves and Murderers; who deceived and de. 
ſtroyed their Fellow. creatures for no other Rea - 
ſon, but to gratify their helliſh Avarice, and who 
were, in ſhort, the Terror, te Plague, and 
Scourge of al the Earth, | 


| Hanz * notre Monarchy, which eg 85 
ec exiſt — l all the Strug- . 
; | glea 
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gles chat have been made for a Re-eſtablifiitient, 
by Chriſtian Princes. Several of theſe (to their 
| Shame!) have lately copied the Avarite of thoſe 
rapacious Harpier of Antiquity, who plundered 
all the Eaſt and ſwept the Inhabitants: of the 
Weſt before them. Beholdithef "Heads of 
Kin gdoms and States actuated by the ſelf-ſame 
_ voracious Spirit, forming Plans to depbpulate 


other Kingdoms and States, ti cruſſi all the 


weaker Powers about them; and almoſt to turn 
the World: upſide-down! And, as the greater 
Fiſhes prey upon the leſs, and Might overcomes 
Right; ſo, in every Chriſtian Community, the 
People of higher Rank oppreis the lower. Though 
univerſal eg _— RE. 
no End- N Argent: = 
C *O Fg Where is now armen, bf 
is: 2017; dn el ent nis tigztct et 
i: Lad if yeni Ii andres Prgmabon; 50 
Mitb ready Gafo near Half a Milli +; 
Tei, brooding o er the glittering Se, 5 
Wou'd batch it into ten Timer more. 
FTach waking Thought and nightly Dram 7-0 
(Miſer indeed! is on one Theme. © 
Mitb anxiaus Mean and wary Eye, TUE 
Hie lets, Advantage none go by. ITY 
_ With Name of Dullard yau may flout, him, K 
But can an Argus come about bim: 
Or as a Wachum repreſent him 
Dou muy: For can you circumvent bin? (65 5 
The Fox is fly who can entrap him, . 
r 7 * Guard pretend t ſnap bim? | = 
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+ 1 Hemeeds no. Dragon for his Cn . ol 1 
1 Te xgalden Famer to guard the Entry, - e ö 
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227 And Law's. your Limbo if he cateh e, FURT \ 
it; Tg hang . 14 * 
15 er e en eee * 
SR | 43 HC kit ee 14 
lee Lay ope your neger Hr 
Dear me Will dewn-cut Adam | 15419 
int uchi e Favour well un d fuit ye; A 
freenet Cerb' Tur, fit to gat ye-!-\ 5 L Sil 
Let 20ho; will fant or be dcin, 
00 | Sefican:beywaill be e frier. b gin 
Men, Self 's ins ft n pales? Maxie, moo5T 
Poor "Hopes Yo gſca pe appreſieve:Chitthes, 1 114 
Poor Hopes indeed! You darenot plunder lau: on 
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Ir is farpeizin g. indeed, that the Vice of 
Covetouſneſe," or Fondneſs for the World, ſhould 
bear ſuch an univerſal Sway in the Hearts of 
Chriſtian Profeſſors, conſidering the Nre bf thoſe. 
Arguments, contained in their: Hey Religion, 
. 'bafe r iP rv dere But 


SETTING afide al aids eee the 
Occaſion, the inward Torment and Miſery that 
naturally attends it, is an Objection to it, that 
may be felt by the moſt obdurate and inſenſible 
Worldling, and is enough to ſet the keeneſt 
Heart to abhor it. When the galling Spirit of 
Avarice enters in there, it ſpoils and diſreliſhes 
on Choler in eee eee and 
5 | Enjoy- 


| Aon covers. hoy 
Enjoyment of Human Life; Ia ſome Nations it 


has been ht the ſevereſt Puniſhment: for 


M.aälefactors to be condemned to the Mines: 
And the Mio may be faid to eondemin himſelf 
to a Torment” equally ignoble and afflicting. 
Like the Miners, he is gainleſs and laborious in 


bis Work. "Thoſe wretched Creatures, buried 


alive in Earth und Darkneſs; were never 4 Jot 


the richer for all the Ore they digged ; no more 


is he, thoutzh he could get all the Wealth of both 
the Indies. And, though he calls it all his own, 


yet, alas! he poſſeſſes it no otherwiſe than a Pri- 


ſoner does his Jail, or a Madman his Chains, His 


Heaps of Gold are only the Inſtruments ef his 


Puniſhment, and the getting more ſerves not 
to make him happier, but rather to add Weight 


to his Shackles.” All the Wonder is, that, in 


| the Midſt of Plenty and the Means to be happy, 
he ſhould be ſo miſerable and wretched! How. 


ever, ſo it is, and he muſt feel it very ſenſibly, 
though a Riddle to himſelf and to all the World! 


All the while he is good to nobody, but the 
worſt of all to himſelf: For, what for the Care of 


getting and the Fear of loſing, the covetous Hagg 


may, be: 15 1 to . 


Tuxovon theſe Thorns and Briers of Self. tor- 
ment does the Gripe make his Way in getting, 
even though he does no — or Violence to 
92 R ſo keen ſet and 
cCraving 


1 


e 
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craving, as to puſh him en e d 
juſtice or ſecret Fraud, his Conſcience will add 
another Sting to his Miſery. His after Reflec- 
tions will be as Gall and Wormwood in his Cups 
of Pleaſure, and turn his ill gotten Wealth into 


- 
— 
. 
- : 


an intollerable Curſe: And this is the fatal Con- 

ſequence of Injuſtice. It will, doubtleſs, be at- 

ſtended with preſent Pains in Handy, beſides eter- 
nal Inflictions in Reverſion: For & the Wages 
of Sin is Death; Death here un Death here. 


after. be Wages indeed! | 


Boy nk the Mil Jer keep clear of fb Got ns, | 


and enjoy his Hoards of Pelf with content; yet 


the Uncertainty of their Stay with him, is ano- 


ther Thing; that mightily leſſens their value. 
All the poor Bleſſings of human Life are held by 
2 fickle Tenure, and are ever in a reeling Situa- 

tion, like the whirling Globe under our Feet, 


A raging Fire may ſoon lay whole Streets of 


Property in Aſhes. A violent Storm at Sea may 
fink the richeſt Ship that comes loaden from the 
Indies, and ruin the Owner. Lofles and Miſad- 
ventures in Trade may ſweep all away, and re- 
duce the affluent Merchant to nothing. Un- 
ſeaſonable Weather may fruſtrate the biggeſt ex- 
pectations of the Huſbandman, and baffle all his 
Care and Labour. The Caſe is the fame, and it 
makes no Odds, whatever Inſtance we fix upon. 
Upon which Account, a certain Writer of Anti- 
quity, in order to abate Men's Fondneſs for the 
World, has this ſtriking Argument——* Wilt thou 


ſet thine Heart upon that which is not? For 
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Biches, certainly, do make themſelves r. 5 
N mes nr as an Eagle nnd ee ty, 


jy though. theſe fleeting Objects v were never 
to ſoar out of Sight, but to ſtay with the Poſ- 
ſeflor while he remains here; yet it is to be re- 
membered withal, that he n not ſtay with 
them for any conſiderable Length of Time, and 
may be ſnatched from them in a Moment. Men 
may wiſh, and lay Schemes to compaſs ſuch a 
Pitch of Fortune, ſuch a Poſt of Honour, ſuch a 
Place of Preferment; but Death may arreſt them 
in the Height of their Purſuits, and the Sum- 
mons muſt be obeyed. Look only upon the ex- 
perience that every one has had of this Truth. 
Experience is the beſt Schoolmaſter, and teaches | 
better than the Force of Argumentation. What 
a Deſolation hath . the King of Terrors“ wrought 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth! How does 
it amaze our Thoughts to look back upon the 
Multitude of Generations, that have paſſed away 
& like a Dream when one awaketh!”? All thoſe 
Heroes of Antiquity, that laid waſte whole King- 
doms, and made the World before them like a; 
deſolate Wilderneſs—the Nimrods, the Cyruſes, 
the Alexanders, the Cæſars, who made ſuch Ha- 
vock-upon Earth, are all become a Prey to the: 
univerſal Deſtroyer of Men. Thoſe Philo/ophers,* - 
Politicians, Legi/lators, &c. who filled the World: 
with their Admiration and Fame, are now huſhed: 
up in profound Silence, and ſent into the Land: - 
where all Things are forgotten, ; 
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Io des tab s Lock hits a Chara but, hers | 
the Ruins of our Fellow Creatures le, What 
amazing Scenes preſent themſelves to Sight! 
Herein we fce plainly, how tramſent is the Shadow 
of Human Life, how the Foundation, 
how precariom the Tenure of this Habitation ter- 
reſtrial! Bocxbuld wa tit a View of all che 
Graves and: Tombs of the Lord! how 
would the Millions of the d ſtartle and con- 
found us! From thus . — the Conqueſts of 
Death; it will put us in Mind of his mary Ewccu- 


tioners, — us to fay, with a late celebrated 

Author, when reading over the Names of thoſe 
Deſtroyers of Men Feuers, Gout, Drop/y, Apoplexy, 
i which of 
Through 


and Conſumptiom I wonder thr 
theſe Gates I ſhall paſs from Life.” 
ſome of them, all the Living muſt paſs into the 
inviſible World, after all the Generations that 
have gone before; but how, where, when, the 
wifeſt is as ignorant as the Child unborn. The 
moſt greedy Earthworm may fall aſleep in this 
World to awake in the next; and open his Eyes 
to ſee ſtrange e nga return to his Senſes 


to feel them. N 


t} 


Ir what has wink ad, upon chis Subject, may 
meh thought of fufficient Force for the Cure 
of this Crime, let the future Puniſhment of it be 
taken into the Account. This may allay the 
moſt eager Appetite for the World, and an Argu- 
ment AAA "OG IO 
and trembling.” 8 #9 ; 
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Wrarzvar ſpecious Pretences Men may make 
for their Doatage after the World; let them give 
it (as they do) the palliating Name of Frugality, 
good Management, Economy, and what not; 
yet, in the Divine Verdict, it is a Sin of the moſt 
heineus Nature, and is ſaid expreſsly to ä — 4 
finally from the Kingdomof Heaven. Gophimſelf 
hath ſpoken it, and ſhall he not make it = " 
And there is the utmoſt Juſtice and Propriety in 
condarantng it. For whatever eoor/dly Object : Fol 
Man ſets his Heart upon, that is the Idol of 
his Adoration; andupon that his chiefeſt Thoughts 

run, and his keeneſt Affections are fixed. But 
« Gop is jealous of his Honour, and will not 
give his Glory to another, nor his Praiſe to gra- 


ven Images.” It is his principal Demand that 


we ſhould give him our Heart: But Covetouſneſs 


_ - huts out Goo there, and leaves him no Room 
 to05enter in. It is in Fact, a downright- Idol. | 
Worfpip, and dethrones'the Gop of Heaven; or, 
hke che Sin of che Giants, an open Rebellion 
againſt him. And, after all, can the dulleſt Miſer = 
think, that Gop will tamely paſs by the Provo- 
cations” of thoſe who thus diſhonor him? No, 
certainly, for an Excluſion from the Kingdom of 
Heaven muſt imply the ſevereſt Puniſhment upon 
all ſuch, as make Gold their God, and ſay unto. 
AN Gold thou art r wy gene REN | 
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"VER So the 8 of Mankind avon: 
the Earth, Sin has been in a State of per- 
petual Fluctuation, and ebbing and flowing inceſ- 
ſantly like the Ocean. Sometimes, and in ſome 
Inſtances, it has riſen. to a very high Pitch in 
certain Countries, through the Encouragement 
of faſhionable Examples, or through the Defect 
in Human Laws to reſtrain it, or the bad Execu- 
tion of them. At other Times and Places it has 
ſubſided, being diſcouraged by exemplary Supe- 
riors, or kept down W Fear of Civil Cor- | 


rection. 


IN no one e Inſtance i is this Obſervation more 
exactly 


— 
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exactly vereſiod than in that Offence againſt the 
Sabbatical Lat. The Sabbath" is that Portion of 
Time, ſet apart by diuine Authority, to give | 
the whole Human Race proper Opportunities 


for tranſacting the great Buſineſs of Eternity; 


to pay their Maker that Homage and Veneration 
due to his great and glorious Name to offer up 


their Prayers and Than 181 vings, upon every. 
Return ofthis Day. Thie is tile indiſpenſible 
Duty of Man; otherwiſe iti muſt he granted, that 
Go ſent him into the World only to play the 
Fool, buſy himſelf, in Baubles, and made him 
nothing elſe but a mere Myſtery. For a religiuus 
Purpoſe, therefore, it was punctually and con- 
ſcienciouſly employed by the primiſi vs Chriſtians. 
Theſe were the Patterns of true Piety and Virtue, 
and ſet forth as Copies to write after, for all ſuc- 


ceeding Generations. But. if we look upon the | 


preſent Behayiour of | Ch#i/tians, we ſhall find, that 
the manifold Edllutions of this Holy Seaſen are 
the reigning ·Vices of modern. hriſtendom.) But 
particular Inſtances will better ſerve; the Purpoſe 
than general en too anz occur 
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" Faw ane that live: * to, the Letter of the 
Sabbatical Lars and the: Obligations of their Pro- 
feſſion; andgreat Numbers ontheother Hand, chat 
go directly contrary to both. Solomon obſeryes 
elegantly, that there is a Time for all Things; 

and infinite Wiſdom has divided git for Man. 
Gon beſt knew, what Portion of it would do for 
the 4 of the Body, and what for, thoſe of 


the 


} 
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the Soul. But  refraRory' Max will cal be f 
tounteracting the Orders of Heaven, and jum- | 
bling Things ſacred and profane: together, in a 
promiſcuous r ee nee or Tipe 
; 90 ewe ah ord 17-85 az ot 
Hofers MTS nnn 22 | rate, 1 11 ' {4 Tat 
| 71 Ambne! theunany=many Offenders .of this 
| Kivt; thoſe are the moſt notorious, who ſpend 
. this hallo wwed Parti of Time in attending cheit 
worldty Concernb. Theſe mat no Seruple to do 
z Piece of Work privately, and will even venture 
ſo far as they dare; for Fear of the Ci Law, or | 
the Scandal t the World. Others, whoſe Con: 
dition in Life exempts them from bodily Labour, 
will however be employing themſelves in Some. 
ching quite foreigu to the Deſign of che Day, 
28 in tranſacting ſome private 'Buſinels—con. 
triving or making a Bargain writing Letters 
öf Traffic, or ſo: And this they wil do, though 
rhaps they may lie idle all the Week beſides, 
he Gentleman, the Merchant, the- Tradeſman, 
and the Scholar, ' with numerous others, ar 
confeſſedly thus employed at the ſolemn Seaſons 
of Devotion. And can they call this Sort of Ex. 
erciſe keeping the Sabbath Day holy? Are they 
ſerving Gop, while they are thus ſerving them. 
ſeyes, and indulging their own inclinations? Are 
they not rather mockingGov,and robbing him of 
the Honour that he demands from his human 
Creatures? For my Part, faid a worthy Character 
bl Piety, when I ſee x Lawman (for Example) 
conning over a Collection of Caſes drawing 


Conveyances, vr Bonds of Security, upon Sunday, 


8 | 88 
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I can no More think f at he is ferving his Gov, 

than that he is fight for his King and Country: | 
Orkus repeatedly profane: the Sabbath, *by 
making it a Time of Feſtivity and carnal Pleaſure. 
Theſe ſeem to have no other Notion of the Day; 
but only that it gives them à Diſcharge from 
Duty, and a Liberty to play, and feaſt as they 


contrive idle and impertinent Journeys upon this 
Day, indulging themſelves in all the wild Exceſs, 


that their Imagination can invent or their Cir- 
cumſtances allow. In the mean Time, the poor 


pleaſe. And, through this Miſperſuaſion, they - 


Ignorant Creatures will plead, that there is no 


Harm ir theſe ri9toue Rambles. Strange it is, 
that they ſhould make ſo weak a plea upon the 
Occaſion! While they are thus wildly engaged, 
is. not God and their Duty entirely left qut Gf 

their Thoughts? This muſt be the Caſe—unlefs 


they can think of ſeveral Things at once, and 


that—in the / greateſt Hurry and Flutter, and 
when they can think of Nothing to the Purpoſe.” 
Are they providing for their eternal Intereſt, 
While they are thus ſquandering away their pre- 
cious Time and Subſtance ? No; The Thou, gts, 
the Words, the Actions of ſuch People, are 
as contrary to the Intent of the Day; as Darkneſs 
is to Light: And, for a Set of Men to be em- 
ployed in theſe wnhallowedPrattices, andat theſame 
Time to pretend, that they were obſerving the 
Sab bath, is much the fame Thing, as if the ranting 
Worſhipper's of Bacchus ſhould have mo bun 
25 nner _ 8 
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- native Shh again, or Lethargie . 
is an Obſtacle, that keeps back many from their 
public Devotions, or Sabbath Duties. Plato ob- 
ſerves juſtly, that Gop does every Thing Geo- 


metrically. Man's Work and Power of Working 


are exactly proportioned to each other. But, 


as there are Drones among Bees, ſo there are 


Sluggards among Chriſtians, who doſe away their 
Time, as if they had no Concern with this World 
or the other. 1dleneſs is the crying Sin of mo- 


dern Chriſtendom, as it formerly wasof Pagan Sodoni. 
Some ſeem as utterly to have forgot the active 


Nature of their holy Profeſſion, as if they had 
taken a full Draught of the River Lethe: And 

even the generality,” though not quite loſt to the 
Purpoſes of Piety, are grown ſo dull and artleſs 


in it, as if ſome Saturnine Genius preſided over their 


Animal Spirits, or had ſtupiſied their Minds. 
And, as Sloth enervates every Limb of the Body, 
ſo it overpowers every Faculty of the Soul; in- 
ſomuch, that all thoſe under its Influence are 
given up to the Spirit of Slumber, and have loſt 
all Appetite to go into the Houſe of the Lord; 


and can willingly let thoſe everlaſting Gates, as 


the Royal Devotee calls them, ſtand as everlaſt- 
ingly open before they enter them. 


IN ſhort, the People of every Chri een Com- 
munity will acknowledge themſelves boundunder 
the Sabbatical Law; and yet, were all Places 
ſearched, and every Corner ranſacked, in the 
Time of Divine Service, ſuch a Number of De- 
fert might be found, as is an open Scandal, 

and 


„ 


y 


e VABBATH-SROPANATION. | 27 


| and Mind of « Scorn and Derifion t to nem that 


are round about us.“ Jeu, Mahometans, Pagans, © 


take à Diſguſt at our Profeſſion by Reaſon of 
this Article Sof Undevotion ſo glaring and viſible - 


to all the World! This makes it neceſſary to en- 


force the Obſervance of the "Sabbath FP proper. 
e and Conſiderations, - 1 


lit the firſt Place then, it wht be dent” 
that the Worſhip of Gov in general, is a Duty © 


founded upon the Principles of Reaſon, and dic- 4 


tated by the Light of Nature. Man, at his firſt 
Entrance into the World, is a ſtrange inſenſible 
Creature! But, as he advances in Nur he im- 


proves in Knowledge, and in the various Bran- 
ches of Literature. He begins to think himſelf | 
placed, by ſome Superior Power, upon à vaſt / 
magnificent Theatre, where he beholds evident 
Marks of Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, in all the 


Works around. As all theſe far ſurpaſs the Art 


of Man, he concludes them to be the Product f 
an infinite Cx RA TOR. Their Magnificence, their 
Beauty, and Order, excite him to contemplate 
and adore. This is no other than the natural 
Effuſions, of the Human Heart. Ignorance may 


miſlead, or Superſtition may corrupt, in the Mode 


of exprefling his Adoration, but its Origin is de- 
rived from Sentiments as natural and eſſential to 


"Pp as the Senſations of Hunger and Cold. wy 


In Gee of this ſacred Truth, let the 


moſt indevout Þfidel carry his Enquiries into the 


moſt remote Corner of the habitable Globe. In 
f E VVV the 


| 
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the ruder VE more barharous 1 1 win 
find Tribes of Men wks, almoſt without Houſes, 
without Laws, without Commeree, (as phſerved 
before) but no where without Sentiments of Re; 
gion. In the moſt unciviliſed Region, or — 
fortable Climate, he may behold the Templ 
Altar, and proſtrate Worſhipper: And w erever 
Men have exiſted, they have been ſenſible, chat 
ſome Sort of Veneration was due to the Sovereign = 
of the World. 80 that, if the mere Light of 
Nature dictates thus much to the ruder Parts of 
Mankind, how much ſtronger Obligation to this 
Duty lies upon Chriſtians, who, to the Light of 
Reaſon, haye the Waun of rale 10 
enforce it! "Y 


Caysr thou call thyſelf. 2 Chriſtian Shes. on 
pretend to be guided by this Divine Light, and 
yet be regardleſs of One of the firſt and chiefeſt 
Dictates of human Nature and the more awful 
Commands of Chriſtianity ? ? Where j is thy Gom- 
pliance to What is ſit and right for Humanity, 1 
that repeated Voice of Gop, Wbich calls all Chri 

tendom to religious Homage, has not been obeyed 
by thee? Calling thyſelf a Son, a Citizen, 3 Friend. 
and profeſſing to be faithful in theſe Relations, 
haſt thou no Senſe of what thou oweſt to thy 
firſt. Parent, thy highe/t Sovereign, thy reateſt 
Benefactor? Can it conſiſt with the true Reaſon 
of Things, to value thyſelf upon thy Regard to 
inferior Obligations, and yet to violate that, 
which is the moſt /acred and antient of them all? 
When * Inſtin& teaches the 7. artar and the 


Indian 


"> 
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Pilfiah,topray #6 tit Power, whom he cbnſiders 
as the Sburee of all God, ſhall"it be thought no 
Nepreach, in the moſt enlightened State of Hu- 
man Nature to hive uttefly Extingtüfked the 
Senſe of that Duty F 
light al Acknowledgments bf the great and true 
bb Suttly aff r Condii& muſt imply 
the Want of che ii arid forget Senfätion in. 
Sen, by tlie e ao ON the N 
of Man! | 


3 e Scalar Public mat 1 
took its Rife, in ult Ages and Nations ſince tlie 
_ Creation: No fooret did Men multiply upon 

the Fate of the Earth, and formed large Societies 
for their mutual Support and Security, but they 
eſtabliſhed Piucer, and Times; and Forms for the 
commoir ddr effes to Heven. It is a Piece of 
Service theft fit and becom the Nature of Gop, 

and the Circumſtances of Man in this World: 
And, in theſe feln Exbfciſes,” Men do no more 
than om Gay te he what He is; and themſelves 
to be what they are; of; in other Words, making 
an pen Declaratictg that he is the Supreme Cre - 
aro and CS“ f the World, and that they 
are his Crbarurts and Depen dent. The infinite 
Perfections uf the Dνν]Majeſtyare à ſure Founda - 
tion for the moſt profound Adordtions * of the 
round World, and of all that dwell therèin:“ 
And the Relation that all his dependent Subjects 
beat to this all- produeing, all. ſuſtaiftling Cauſe, is 
2 Warrant ts authorize the moſt conſtant and moſt 
reveremial Devotions.” Every Morſel we eat, 
tat EA E ee 


owing to Heaven, ind to 
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every A drink, every Garment we-pul 
on, is entirely owing to the Divine Bounty. 
And what ſhall we render unto the Lord. for all 
theſe Beneſits Our Goodneſs extendeth not 
to him, neither can a Man be proſitable to his 
Maker.“ All chat he can do in return is, to 
teſtify his Gratitude to Heaven, and pray for 
the Continuance of its Bleſſings, in the hum 
Proſtrations before the Throne of the * King of- 

Kings and Lord of Lords.“ „ +2818. 


THERE is a more irrefragable Argunient; to 
enforce this Duty, from the various Intimations, 
and expreſs Commands of the ſacred Pages. But 
theſe are ſo numerous as would exceed the Limits 
of the preſent Deſign upon this Subject. Let ãt 


ſuffice, therefore, to obſerve. in general, that 


(beſides Gop's appointment of the Temple Service 
at Jeruſalem, and his Directions concerning Sacri- 


fices)Scripture, like a ſacred Herald, has proclaimed. | 


what Gor had ordained-from the Beginning, 

what Reaſon had taught, or what naturally ſprung: 

from the Relations of Things, 80 the Mi or 
common Neglect of public Devotions is an open 

Violation of the Dictates of Nature, and à flat 
Contradiction to the whole Scope of Scripture, 

which is the higheſt . ap ws Ou 
mane of Reaſon, IT 3101 


A farther . of this toy Exers 
ciſe may be drawn from thoſe ſhining Examples 
of it, recorded in the Sacred Memoirs. The firſt; 
to be taken Notice of, in the Order of Times: is; 


1 
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 thatinnumerable Hy of Angels,who ſtand before . 
the Throne of Gon with perpetual Halalujahs 
and Hymns of Praiſe. They are repreſented, as 
glorifying the eternal JzHova in Poſtures of the 
profoundeſt Adoration: And if he is the great 
Object of Angelic Worſhip, in the Heaven of 
Heavens; are not Mortals upon Earth bound to 
lift up their Voices with one Accord, and with 


a rapturous Fervour to adore the immenſe Cx Aa- 


rox and GovatrNnoR: of the Univerſe? The im- 
mortal Hof of Seraphim and Cherubim, together 
with thoſe: ten thoufand Times ten thouſand: 
Angels, ſhould be a Pattern for Men to follow) 
And, ſince thoſe celgſtia ! Legions of the Church! 
Triumphant, thus adore, lot all'the Membersiof? 
the Church Militant pay their Tribute of Worſhip: 
w—_ Porios Being,who hills Heaven a | 
CCC 
e leaving theſe n Dircellanelonioss ; 

their great and: happy Employments, we mye 

come down to thoſe Examples of public Devo- 
tions, that have gone before us upon Earth. 
Theſe were more recorded “ for our Admoni- 
tion, upon whom-the: Ends of the World are : 
come.“ Look then unto jeſus, the Author 
and Finisher uf our Faith,“ and follow his EX. 
ample. Any one that reads over the Hiſtorical 
Account of his Life and Actions, may eaſily take 
Notice, that he did frequently reſort to the Tem- 
nle, and that he taught daily in the Temple And 
his Zeal for the Temple, ſervicæ was ſo warm, that 
when he faw that Houſe of Gon profaned by ſe- 
wm Uſes, it gave him ſuch nnn 

ove 


9 


2 aride pas . 


e ee retches with a Scourge.” | 
He: never ſhowed ſuch Reſentment upomi any 
other Occafion:;;15* my! Houſe ifhYUF be called the 
Houſe of Praytr; but ye have: made it a Dem uf 
Thieves. Naeither vas it tlie Temple alone that: 


he ſo much frequented, but he paid the fame 


Regard to all other Places df puhlic Worſrip. 
| A ohe chen runi may read this 0 wad 1 Mit 
AA) nam <1, 999 35 051609154 eee 
IAN 250, ler likewiſe; and immediate — 
of their Divin Maſter; reſorted to the Temple and 


Syngzogur; and there paid their joint Services to 


God.. After the Redeemer of Mankind bad 

frintbed) his Courſe upon Earth, we find, that 

- *theyccontinued' daity with one Accord in th 
Temple; and that St. Punt and his Fillow. 

Chriftians, after their Travels to Antioch, went 

into the Synagogue there upon the Sabbath-Day : 

Doubtleſs to join the — — there al 


ee rt „ et 


a K* * RY» 7 — ' 
corral} $1: N KO Wes ont 03-7; amd 


'$vcn n of the geln andi ; 
| Chriſtians, and u great their Zeat and Spirit for 
public. Devotions, that neither Fribulation nor 
Diſtreſs, nor Famine, nor Nakednefs, nor Peril; 
not the Sword, could ſeparate them from it. 
They did not think it fofficient to read, and pray; 
and-praife Gop at Home; but made Conſcience of. 
attending their Worſhip, from whick nothing but 
Sickneſs could ever detain them And though 
Perſecution ſometimes forced them to keep clbſe, 


yet no ſooner was the Storm over, but they're 


turned with Alderity to their bpen Duty. They 
| n 
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had felt the Force of it to heighten, the Pleafures | 


of Religion, In their hidden perſecuted State, 
ee they knew Con was with them, and heard 


| wanting that Salitude could not furniſh... Their 


| Devotions ſeemed faint . and langnid, and the 


their Prayers ; but, for all chat, ſomething ws 


Spiritual Exerciſes of the Cloſet were not equal : 


in Delight to thoſe of the Church.“ They ſen- 


fably felt the Diſparity, and earneſtly longed for 
thoſe happy Times again, when 28 5 _ 10 
n r e re 438305 
en beet 


"Ws Gus by all Expatience, that W WE axe 


joining in Adgreſſes to Heaven, every Worſhip- 8 


per is ſtruck with uncommon Awe and Solem- 


nity. This muſt tend to give the Sacrifice 3 


fycet-ſmelling Sayour, and render it more acc 


ceptible and meritorious before God. The Der 


votions of an Aſſembly arqund, naturally rouſe yp 
our Zeal and Affections to the Holy Exerciſe. 
Ho apt are the {ame Paſſions to ſpread through 


2 Multitude, and how quickly will they can 


and take Fire by Communication! A Panic will | 
ſometimes ſtrike a whole Army, and make them 


as one Man run away from the Field of Battle. 


The Stroke is quick as the electrical Fire, andir- 


- refiſtible, The ſtartling ghaſtly Looks of ſome it 
is, that ſpreads univerſal Terror and Confuſian. 
The Caſe is fimilar in religious Aſſemblies: 


When every Face around puts on a ſolemn Ap- 
pearance, it communicates. to others a Gravity 
becoming thoſe aſſembled in the Preſence of God: 


0 even "96 coldeſt Breaſt muſt burn. with 


Divine | 
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Divine Love," when every Heart of others ap- 
pears rapt in that Holy Flame. 80 far, then, as 


every Man is concerned to contribute his Share 


to promote Piety and Virtue in a4 Community, 


(without which they muſt be miſerable) ſo far is * 


he n to _ up his 1 45 Devotions. Fa - 


x Ir may be added to all this, thas were it not 
for ſtated Times of Worſhip, the Spirit of all that 


is Good would be loſt. Private Religion is Piety 


_ confined within our own Breaſt ; our Candle is 
hid under a Buſhel, and affords no Light to the 
reſt of the World : But public Acts of Piety are 


Duties exemplified, and difplayed for the En- 


couragement of others. They are the Beauty of 


Holineſs made viſible, to attract the Notice and 


Admiration of the Beholders, and to ſtir them 


up to a Holy Emulation: And it is Fact indiſ- 


putable, that private Religion can never long - 
ſubſiſt, but where the open Profeſſion of it is re- 


gularly kept up. If this was once laid aſide, the 


Bulk of Mankind would degenerate into Savages 


and Barbarians, and all Manner of Impiety would 


overflow a Land, weeping down all before i * 


Fon the laſt and finiſhing Argument againſt | 


this Vice, the fatal Conſequences of it are to be 
conſidered, not only upon private Perſons, but 


public Bodies of Men. So mighty a Streſs does 
Gov lay upon the Sabbath, in one particular 


Meſſage ſent to the Jews, that he makes the 


Proſperity or Downfal of a whole Nation d 


upon the Keeping or Breaking of it. We h 


ex - 
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experienced, f | from hiſto rical Ace Guns, tie dread 
ful Effects of th e Violation in two great Com- 
munities. Whol the Jewiſh Nation began to 
profane and le their Templ en Gop, ſuffered 
their Enemies, by Way of Ju 4 Jgment to beat it 
down, and nat to leave one Stone upon another. 
ut this was only the Beginning of their Sor- 
rows. For the moſt terrible Calamities, fell u upon 
the Whole Body of the People, Aber the Deſtruc- 
tion of their Temple. Th n came upon 
them with a numerous Army, and put a final 
End to their Government, and the Name of 
Iſrael was no more 1n Remembrance. SN 


N — 


a deſtructive was the Fate of chole 
Eaſtern flouriſhing Churches where Chrj tianity 
was firſt planted. As ſoon as they departed from 

the Zeal of their Anceſtors, and grew lukewarm 
and indifferent to their Worſhip, Gop removed 
their Candleſtick, and put out the Light of the | 

Goſpel from among them. He let in thoſe bar- 
barous Nations, the Turks and Saracens, and de- 
moliſhed their Churches, which were ſo much 
neglected, and to ſweep away their Liberties and 
Properties for ever. 


Falix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum 5 


No Odjection can be made to any of theſe Ar- 
guments againſt Sobbark-breaking, They are 
many, indeed, and all grounded upon the Ex- 
igence of the Caſe.— They are drawn up in 
Batalia _— a Vice predominant all over the 
Ff Cbriſtian 


A THE SOORED, OF UTCRY... +; k 
upon any ect or Profeflio in 0 : 3 
THes (oped. differing i N f 1 5 Fane 
© Sabhath holy Neural w it by! 
tice.—So that, as Fo Oh to uſe it,'or mach er 
abuſe it, they make it—a mere Farce—4a Play- 
day—a Wor b-day—a N ch-name—a Nothing, or— 
any ps Hard furtheſt from a rp the 
eternal 8 e of them all! FIC) LOTT | 
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| by the 3 I 
I | | Nor x dana is a Virtue but” 
dom — mendled in e tings of Morality: 
or even i the /arred Page The Reaſon of this 
Omiſſion im both, Kerns plaim and obvious upon 
this firſt? Itültiofl. Men are naturally prone to 
be induſtrious our of their'own Self. intereſt, ant | 
fitted for tit Purpoſe” By Yhe Faculties of their” 
Frame, and therefore need bitt little Stimulstiot 
to drive them on in their Tank Purſuits. Our 
Hands are framed for any Kifid of Buſineſs; but 3 
Feet ee for Travel; dur” Seftes 
ſes Of Life, and dur Re 
ur Motions: Upon which Account; 
0 F f " | Max 
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Man, is juſtly defined to bean adive 3 18 
His Work and Power of Working are minutely 
proportioned to each other, by that Supreme 
Creator, who hath. done „all his Works in 
Number, Weight, Megſurey” reat ĩs the 
Buſineſs, that ion Has 
on his Hands, and great E Ade if he wauld | 
put forth all his er And ye, 


O- > 


_ Norwixnsr pores. bis manifold Qualifica- 
tions, Idlekeſs, & 3 adoing of nothing, 
or of nothing to the Purpaſe, is one Charac- 
teriſtic of avs. «675 9 e e Divifion 
of the rational World Abe of them doſe- 
away their precious Hours in a feupid Inaction, or 


conſume them 1 in * of Van. Amuſements, . 


This they do to Manhood, from 
Manhood to 10 Age, g age to December, 


though, as Seneca neatly obſerves, it is a Virtue 
to, be. covetaus. of Time, and of that oniy: And 
in the Eſtimate of Diuine Wiſdom, it appears to 
be of the higheſt Valne. For which Reaſon, as 
we ſee, the Author and Giver of all good Things 

does not truſt, us with, the Whale of, ſo rich 2 
Treaſure, but deals it, out in Moments and little, 

Parcels, that we may patiling it away all at once? 
and, he has told us, Moreover, how wei mult em- 
ploy; every Part, of it. He has diftnibuted. the 
Solar . Lear into Weeks ; and after demanding 
one Pay i in ſeven to he hid out, in his Service, 
he has ordered the other ſix to be ſpent in mind- 

ing pur worldly. Affairz: And it may be ob- 


ſeryed here, tat how of Labour ws — 
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aboliſhed, but-remalns-of e. equal Obligation'with 


that of the Sabbath" * li A nn 51 SO 
Hats 10 C0 Hin erg 06] ot ole 
| Neue enim ita generat Bare ad ths 
dum es jorum fatti ee ee, ed ud eber baten 


N er en Jhidia tiajora, atque yrs groviorg. 95 
3 1 iin F 1 1 Mee e 71 TH 5:07 £37 

Chrifians' there are ef BY nominations and 
Claſſes, who, by their Manner of Life, do con- 
fute Job's Aphoriſm “ Man is en to La. 
bour.”''Thoſe of hig Life ſeem to challenge it 
as their Prerogatice- hat they can live and do 
nothing; and very tenacious are they of t 
Claim: Inſoinuch, chat, co make the Title clear, 
they will not ſtiek to) part with their” Eſtate, 
Health, Reputation; Conſcience” and all, But 
(by the by) how unjuſt is their Plea of Privilege!” 4 
How unfair to charge them with Idleneſs, when 
they are £0 induſtriouſſy buſied in Purſuit of their 
zoilſome Follies and Vices; that are alway attended 
with Pain, and often end in Ruin. If &ver they”. 
ſweat, it-is through the Hurry of their Pim, 
or by-the Direction of the Phyſician," to eaſe an 
overcharged Stomach and digeſt 4 Beba E 
would make, however, but — ridieulous Tale in 
Company for a gold laced Fop to declare, (and fo 
he does by Practice) that he was born, and ſent 
into the World for noi other Purpoſe; but to 
rant at the Tavern, fat the Gaming table, attenek 
Balli, Plan Maſquerades, ruad News. papers, Novels, ; 
Romances, and the like unedifying Stuffage of 
the: Mind. O infamous Degradation of Huma - 
nity | chus to play the Fool, when there remains 1 7 


ſuch weighty and ſubſtantia Buſineſs to be Goel 


i $6. 
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Ir, migbs he well for thoſe who are fo WII 
idle, and animate them to ſome more uſęful Ems 
ploy, to look over the Hiſtory of thoſe celebrated 
Examples: of Induſtry in the Limes of Antiquity. 
Adam, the Forefather of all the Potentates of the. - 
| Earth, was a Gardener by Trade and,; though 
the ſole univerſal Monarch, did not think it be- 
low him to empley his Tine in rute! Occupa- 
tions, and in dreſſing andi keeping the Garden 
of Eden. Ihe Patrinrelu, and great Mem of the 
Antediluvian World, and Sep- 
herd. The Raman Emperars, who made ſuch a 
Noiſe in their Times, choſen from the 
Plough. Mrrgues Was vepreſented by the Hes. 
then Ports; a8: a Pattern af! Perfection, ud as a 
Man of continyal Labour; always engaged in un- 
common Hardihips and Dangers. But, behold? 
a greater than all theſe is here: One ho went 
about deing Good, even all the Good he could, 
during his, Stay upon Earth, and (to eren all 
his Labours) laid down his Life te reprievs Man- 
| kind, from the work. of Condemnations.;; Will 
the modern Votaries\of Plxaſure profeſs to be fol- 
lowing: bis Example? Are they going bare Foot 
Wen or ne, PSS to Mecca 7 ö 
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een Pleas or Profiences may Wende 7 
for an. eminate indolent Life, it is evident beyond 
Diſpute, that ſome Sort of Employmknt ſeems 
neceſſary to give a Turn to the Purfufts of 
Impertinencies, and vicious Indulgencies-::/Phe 
Human Mind is formed for Action, as well as 


the Body: ani wil 1e ee either Good 
Null as sis 
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or Ill. It cannot it will not le 1 idle long to- 


in the ſprightly” Seaſon of 


0 and 806 in feeble od Age, it will be 


ning retroſpective Views of Things paſt, and 
looking forward: into Futurities. But how 
many Perſons are there, whoſe Buſineſs in Life 


is not ſufficient to fill up all the Vacuities of 


' Time.” For which Reaſon, (as Nature abhors-: 4 


Vacuum) they are perpetually projecting new 


Schemes of Purſuit, and talk Abundance of Non- 
ſenſe about—killing Time —ſpending Time 
paſhng. Iime: And for the Sale of unbending 
the Mind, as they call it, Swarms of unthinking 


Creatures run hunting after ſome vain Amuſe- 
ment, whereby great Part of their Lives 1e 


n 0 er per wicked. 
8 8 ; FED ge 5 85g) 


Amoto quaramus fene 1 50 97 4 ph 
Idleneſs, then, though it fits kill; leads Mankind 


into actual Miſchief, which looks: like a/Paradoox;; 


It does nothing, it is true, but by a Kind of elaſtic 


Force, it repels to do that which is Evik Wit 


neſs thoſe many pernicious: Practices, of which: 
it is Og Author, ee fine gula non. „ pg 


As Gon! is heb gens! i of dite in 


numerable Beings that warm in this World of : 
Creatures; ſo is he the Author of that wonder 


ful Variety of thoſe. bodily: Shapes, diſtinct Fa- 
culties and Qualities, that diverſify the Human 
Compoſition. He it is, - likewiſe, that allots 


every Man his particular Poff; orders them to 


their ſeveral Ranks, Ss and Employ- 
; ments. 
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ments. He has not majle/ al; abikeiithur 
from it) nor- caſt them in the fame Mold, nor 
med them with the fame Inclinations, nor 
| adapted them for the ſame, Circumſtances, -or 
Occupations. Some ſeem born for bodily Drud- 
gery, others for Study or the Labour of the 
Brain. Some Men's Genius lies this Way, 
others that; And yet, amid this amazing Vari- 
ety, there is not one Power for Action that is 
uſeleſs or inſignificant, but when taken collec- 
tively, are fuited to anſwer the Purpoſes of Hu- 
man Life: And, as all Parts of the Body natural 
are mutual Aſſiſtants to the whole; ſo every 
Member of the Body ſocial contributes a certain 
Rate towards the great Community; © neither: 
can the Eye ſay to the Hand I have no Need of 
thee, nor, again, the Head to the Feet I have no 
Need of you,” | 


| Wroso0svER fits himſelf "ORR to think upon 
the ſeveral Branches of Buſineſs that are agoing 
in any one Nation, would find them beyond his 
Power to bring in a complete Liſt of them. We 
aſcribe them all, in their Original, to the Inven- 
tions of Men. But we ſtop ſhort of the prima- 
ry Cauſe that brought them to Light, one after 
another as Occaſions required. It is the all- 
knowing, all- inſpiring Gon, that put it into the 
Heads of Men to put them in Uſe, and multiply / 
them as the World multiplied in Inhabitants. ' 
He is the Original Cauſe of all thoſe flouriſhing 
Arts and Sciences, that diſtinguiſh the preſent ' 
Century from the foregoing ones, and it 1 
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him alone that all che Improvement and Glory 


is due. Every Man, however, in the Choice af 


his Buſineſs, ought to conſult the Genius of his 
Nature,; and t6 obſerve with all Attention what, 
particular Office his Qualifications are fitted for, 
1 ee to 3 it — eee 


Aub the dne nes buch ebene it 
may be obſerved, that as Man is naturally framed 
for Induſtry; fo it is Induſtry that improves and 


refines his Endowments. A torpid State of 


Shoth-and Inaction enervates every Faculty of the 
Body and Mind : Whereas Exertion puts them 
both into the moſt exalted State of Advancement 
and Perfection. The Labour, of the Mind in 

Study quiekens and rouſes up the Spirits, and 
renders them vigorous and lively; The Exerciſe 
of the Body, in like Manner, keeps all the In 
ſtruments of Action in orderly Temperature, 
diſpels the ſuperfluous Humours, and excites the 
vital Heat: And, without ſome tolerable Degree 
of Exereiſe, no good Condition of Body or 
Mind can long ſubſiſt, but muſt be CO es and 
ys * Want of Uſe. 5 pity ny 


Denny Thing 3 in Nik, we ſee, iz ee 
in its native Purity and Perfection by Motion, 
but a continued Series of Reſt corrupts and pol- 
lates them. The mighty Maſs of Waters in the 
Ocean, being conſtantly toſt about by Winds and 
Tides, is kept pure and falubrious, which, by 
Stagnation, would be turned into à thick and 
unwholeſome Puddle or Lake, The bliſtering 
. Winds 
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Winds fan the Atmoſphere, and make it pure 
and fit for Reſpiration ; but a long continued 
Calm renders it foggy and pernicious to the 
Health of Man and Beaſt. The Earth again, by 
proper Toil and Cultivation, produces Plenty in 
due Seaſon; but, when ſuffered to lie waſte 
and unimproved, will ſoon be over. run ** 

noxious Weeds and uſclels ae 


| Neglediis rd. 2 imeſi agrit. 


Ir is for the Benefit of Mankind * that 
God hath cut them out Work to employ them 
through the whole Courſe of their Life. The 
Difference and Degrees of Fortunes and Abili- 
ties, providentially diſperſed among the Human 
Race, ſeems to point out different Sorts of Em- 
ployments to engage their Care and Attention. 
But it is no Man's Lot (however elevated his 
Rank) to ſit with his Arms acroſs, to lie uſeleſs, 
or with Solomon's Sluggard, to fold his Hands in 
his Boſom. It is commonly ſaid, and that 
very juſtly, that, Nature has made Nothing 
in vain,” and likewiſe, that no Man is born 
for himſelf alone.” To eat, and drink, and 
lleep, are requiſite Refreſhments of Nature, de- 
ſigned to recruit our wearied Limbs and flag- 

g Powers, and to revive their native Tone 
and Vigour, but are not the only Buſineſs of any 
Man living: So that, whatever Office our Edu- 
cation or Abilities has fitted us for, the diligent 
Diſcharge of that becomes our incumbent Duty, 
and the End for which we were born, and Ent, 
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into the World: And whoever has run excen- 
tric, or acted out of his allotted Sphere, or who- 
ever has been remils in his circumſcribed Depart. 
ment of; Action; the former is to return to his 
deſerted Po#, and the latter to double his Dili- 
gence, if they would avoid the Imputation off 
being unproſitable Servants to their On N 
nne n 4x 46K 


AD, finally to ede all with the imo | 
Alacrity in their ſeveral Stations, it may be of 
Uſe to remind them, that, among all the Orders 
of Beings in the brute or intellectual World, 
there is not to be found one Precedent for Sloth 
and Idleneſs; but that every Thing 1 is perfect in 
its Kind, Man SO pere, a 3 in the: n $A 
For- — | 


{Louis up to the 3 maj al 2 ah 
cy in thoſe celeſtial Regions, though boundleſs, * 


immenſe, incomprehenſible, even to the moſt - 


_ comprehenſive Imagination of Mortals. All the 
Orders of Angels acquit themſelves in their 
Stations, with the utmoſt Fervour, and make no 
Murmurs nor Diſputings about their providen- 
tial Employments. To ſet forth their Attendance 
to receive the Divine Orders, they are ſaid to— 
ſtand before the heavenly Throne. To deſcribe 
their Watchfulneſs, in the Execution of their 
Office, they are recorded—to be full of Eyes. 
To point out their Speed in Duty, they are de- 
{cribed as being furniſhed—with many Wings; 
- and, _ to denote their Perſeverance in being 

wy OS - miniſtring 
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miniſtring Spirits, we are told Aab Abey ceaſe 
not Day nor Night, but are ever praiſing. and 
. adoring Gov. rr e 
ed to che Ideas man eee 1 
Bur, leaving the dnl Hoſt of Si Spirits 
to their continual Adorations, if we come down 
to the Earth beneath, and ſurvey the Animals of 
this ſublunary Creation, we ſhall find them all em- 
ployed in the ſeveral Allotments of their Nature, 
Look through the whole Tribe of Animak, 
(Man excepted) and not an Inſtance of Idlene/s is 
to be met with from the higheſt to the loweſt 
Species. Ranfack Field, Foreſt, Air, Ocean, and 
they are. ſteadily buſted in their /evera/ Deligna. 
tions. To ſuch à Degree of Exactneſs do they 
anſwer, that Solomon ſends us (to our Shame) to 
2 one of the meaneſt Reptiles in Indy/ftry— 
* go to the Ant, thou Sluggard, conſider ; 
Ways and be wiſe.“ Even the meaneſt Reptile 
acts its Part in the crowded Theatre of the Uni- 
verſe, and has no Mixture of a dozing Opiate 
(like Man) in the Temperature of its Conſtruc. 
tion. There are no Mutzs among them, that 


appear uy to fill the Ginger 


W may let down our T; — one Degree 
n yet, even to the Infernal Regions; and 
certainly from thence none could deſire to fetch 
.a Precedent of Idleneſ5 to juſtify his own: Vet, if 
he did, even that Kingdom of Darkneſs could not 
afford him one. For though the evi Spirits there 
do not ee * an of 

Ys, - eir 
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their Action; yet they do it in the Action itſelf. 
Their's, it is true, is a buſy State; though it be to 

an ill Purpoſe:“ And, indeed, no Being in the in- 
tellectual World can be excellently good or ex- 
tremely bad without taking uncommon Pains. 
The Prince of the Infernal Ho# is 2 Spirit, that 
« worketh ſecretly in the Children of Diſobe- 
dience: And though he worketh ſecretly, he 
worketh effectually Gor knows ! nor could he 
be fo bad and miſchievous as he is, if he were 
not ſo ſtirring and reſtleſs a Spirit, if he did not 
e compats the Earth, and 80 POE SRO 
he _ devour,” 


O thou proud, untraRtble, date ts. 5 
lent Creature of a Man, look up to the Heavens 
above, look upon the Earth beneath, look into 
the Abyſs below, every Thing will read thee two 

Leflons—a Leſſon of Indiytry, and—a Leſſon of 
| thy own Diſgrace! Heaven, Earth, Air, Ocean, Hell, 
are in Motion, and will riſe i in ok. dap}. reviſe to 
condemn thee! 1 6 


Work det is for Man in temporal 
Affairs, and what may demand the moſt vi- 
gorous Applications both of Body and Mind: 
But is this the Sum total of all 3 to do? 
Can it be the /oſe End of his Coming into the 
World, to ſupport, and provide for a ſhort-lived 
periſhing Body? This would be to make the 
great Architect of the Univerſe into that whim. 
ſical Projector who built without a Plan, or a 
blind 9 with invincible "AY in. 
5 ced, 
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deed, but no Eye in his Head togirect his Steps: 

It would be making Man too into a ſtrange 
myſterious Riddle of a Creature. In order to 


give a rational and ſatisfactory Account what he 
was deſigned for, why he was made, he muſt be 


conſidered in the noble View of an immortal 


Creature; ſent hither upon the great Errand of 


qualifying himſelf, by a virtuous Conduct, för 


the Happineſs of a future State; a Happineſs 
large as his Wiſhes, and equal to the longeſt Con- 
tinuance of his Being: And becauſe he is igno- 


rant by Nature, prone to be miſguided by Pre- 


judice, led wrong by Example, or over-{wayed by 


Paſſion, Chriſtianity is afforded by kind Heaven, 
to point out, and quicken him in the Work that 
hes * his Hands, And yet=— - 


NorwrrmeTANDING this provif if onal Advantage, 


adequate to all the Wants of Humanity, how 


dull and heartleſs are the generality of Chriſtian 
Profeſſors, in Compliance with Duty! Why ſtand 
they, here all the Day idle? Like the Inhabitants 
of Laiſb, they may dwell quiet, careleſs, and ſe- 

cure, yet certainly they are in a State of Trial, 
and their Situation in Life is juſtly compared to 


a Warfare. Continual Watchfulneſs and Toil 
is the common Lot of Soldiers, leſt they fall into 


the Hands of their Enemies. The Man, therefore, 
that ſleeps away his precious Hours, or with the 


Roman Emperor, ſpends them in killing Flies, 


betrays a great Deal of Weakneſs and Folly; but 


| tould he do the ſame, when Dangers are at 


Hand, he deſerves no other than the Title of 
Madman. 4 
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Madman. Now this is the preſent State of Chriſti. 
anity, that the Profeſſors of it ſeldom proportion 
their Care and Pains to the Nature of the Things 
in View, but are ſerious in Trifles and trifling in 
Things ſerious. The greateſt ſecular Intereſt, 
that Men ſo ſcramble about, is no other than a 
ſpecious Trifle, and all their keen Purſuits of it na 
better than excentric Motions. and ſolemn Im- 
pertinencies to one, who llas an immortal Soul, 
and a Salvation to wan ink with 1 a 
Nee ber 1 | M5 1991 . 


"ham 510 _ relic are ef ſupine Fake aten 
in their future eternal Concerns, are, in 
Scripture Account, ſaid to be in a State of Sleep, 
. Death. For, as in a natural Sleep all the 
Senſes loſe their Exertions; ſo, in a Moral Sleep, 
all the Faculties of the Soul lie bound up in a 
State of Torpidity. The Man thus circumſtanced, 
is deaf to all the Whiſpers of Reaſon from within 
and to the louder Admonitions of Friends from 

without. Heaven may thunder out Vengeance 
| from above, and Tophet gape for him beneath, 
and he hangs over it by the ſingle Thread 
of Life; yet the ſtupid Wretch is in a pro- 

found Sleep all the While. But how canſt 
thou ſleep, O Sluggard, under ſuch a Load of 
omiſſive Guilt? How canſt thou be eaſy with ſo 
many Wounds in thy Conſcience, ſuch deadly 
Ulcers in thy Soul? Can a Man in a raging 
Fever fleep and be at Reſt? Can the Sailor, in a 
violent Storm at Sea, reſt in Sleep? Can a Cri- 


5 condemned to die, fleep? The Danger of 


* 
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7 dniahe renner 
| jnertion in the Profeſſion of Chriftianiy is juſtly 
unto certain Death: And though an 
inulie Chriſtian miay be alive ina naturul Senſe; yet, 
in a Moral Senſe, he is dead at the ſame Time. 
For “ what corrupted Humours ary to the Body, 
the Sin of Omiſſion is to the Soul. Peccant Hu- 
mours kill the Body, and Vicious Irregularities 
deſtroy the Soul: So that, in reſpect of a heed- 
keſe State of Life, a Man may be ſaid to be a life- 
leſs Lump of Matter, or ſpiritually dead; and in 
reſpect of a deſerved Puniſhment; he is judicial 
dead, dead in Grace, and dead in Law And, 
unleſs he recover hirnſelf, through the Divine 
Agency, to Newneſs of Life, dead he may lie, 
without PE an 1 10 Og or FEY his Mit- 
fortunc.-" 21 


Uros: a Divinz hathortyy/; in ſhort, i it n 8 
that every let, lazy Chriſtian is 4 dead Man, 
and he might as well never have been born. He 
does no Good, nor lives to any Purpoſe of Hu- 
man Life: He is neither a Friend to himſelf, nor 

to the Community to which he belongs: He 
neither brings Glory to God, nor Good to Men; 
and conſequently, anfwers no Defign of his Ex- 
iſtence: And can he properly be ſaid to be alive? 
No: Our Meaſure of judging, in this Caſe; may 
be taken from the Sacred Standard; and there 


we _ that the Appellations of Dead and Living 
; are 
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are applicable to Perſons, juſt as they a are ache 
or r negligent 1 in Duty. | 


Tas bare Light of Reaſon dictated the fame 
Sentiment to the wiſer Sort of Heathens, Py- 
thagordr had an ingeniohs Device to allure his 
Pupils to virtuous and Praiſe-worthy Deeds. He 
taught them, that if any among them grew weary 
of ſtudying to be uſeful, and returned to an iale 
Life, the reſt ſhould regard him as dead: And 
the Hebrews entertained the ſame} Notion with 
the Philoſopher. So that, according to this Way 
of thinking, People may ſeem to exiſt, they may 
appear to have Life, and crawl about the Earth, 
but if they carry no Symptoms of virtuous Action, 
but ſpend their Time in zrifling Impertinencies, 
or »ſclſs Amuſements, they are no more than 
Shadows or Apparitions in the Shape of Men and 
Women: And whoever treads upon the Sta 
of Life, and does not act 4 vigorous Part ow it, 
he deſerves to be hiſſed off there, and rg 
a to all One: a0 TP 
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Neflachon, be the Fate of ene ener * 
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RELIGIOUS. DIVISIONS. 
i MODES i WORSHIP. 


SE CT, 


— eee, | 
Perdunit miſeror. cy 0 


„ OE 
HENCE came Evil into the World? 
Was a Queſtion that puzzled all the 
old Philoſophers, and can only be reſolved by 
the Intelligence of Divine Revelation. This at- 


tributes it ſolely to the Introduction of Vice and 
Diſobedience upon Earth; and informs us, 


moreover, that the Continuance of it there, is 
owing to the Continuance of vicious Exceſſes, 
and that it is proportioned by the Supreme 
Governor of the World, in a Mathematical Ra- 
tio, to the Demerits of Men. 


Tr1s ſaid Evil, ſo deſtructive to the Happineſs 
of Mankind, is perpetually in a progreſſive State, 
like 


— 
104 
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fle eld -devouring Time. But ſtrange it „ 
that Ialeneſ, or doing nothing, ſhould be the 

Parent and Cauſe of ſo great a Miſchief, or that 
a Sort of Non. entity ſhould be productive (con- 
trary to the Lucretian» Aphoriſm—< ex nihilo 
nihil Ge?) of a monſtrous illegitimate Brat, that 
all Men foſter in their Boſom, and yet all Men 
diſowu! It is experimentally true, however, 
that an over- active Humour ſhoots out into crĩ- 
minal Diſorders, and that the direct Oppgſte does 
the ſame; It ſounds ke à Paradox; that the 
one ſhould be the Offspring: of the other, anda 

to- bigßy Temper ſhould proceed from a too great 
Inaction. But Nature abhors à vacuum in a 
Moral, as well as in a Phyſical Senſe: And when 
the Mind is empty, or not in the Purſuit of ſome 
intereſting Object, every the moſt impertinent 
one will. be preſſing in to fill up the Vacuity. 

Upon which Account (as the Greenland Fiſhers 

throw. out an empty Hogſhead to the Whale, to 
amuſe himſelf, and divert his Apprehenſions f 


| Danger) Foliticians find it neceflary to keep the 


Heads of the People buſied: And, in Order to 


cut out Work for the active Spirits of a Nation, . 


they propoſe Præmias for Improvements in ab- 
ſtruſe Sciences, as in demonſtrating Mathematical 
Problems, ſolving natural Aha finding the 
Long ituda, inventing ſuperadditious Appendages to 
Air: Balloons, &c. Without ſome Divertiſement 
of this Kind, the Machiavels, are ſenſible, he. 
Subjects would be meddling in State Affairs, and 
forming new Models and Platforms of Gopern- 
ment. * Caſe is parallel between religious 
T1 35.24% H h 2 To and 
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and Cena If \Chniltiats - | 
exerciſe themſelves more: in the practical Duties 
of their Station, the leſs apt would they: be to 
jangle among themſelvps, aud to ſtrike· out into 
intricate Enquiries, and new Opinions. Rut, as 
«the Love of Fame is the Uniyerſab Paſſibn, 
their Ambition aſpires toi diftingyiſhthemſelves | 
for Depth of Penetration an to fet et 
158 TERM of 4 e pa or Farty. 
„ 001 Ach Ds BI ts is 
Ir is-wot Gir-ghi pref Deſign to particu» 
larize thoſe many fatal Evils occafioned by a 
looſe and diſſolute Courſe of Life. The only 
Intent of theſe introductory Obſervations: is, to 
ſet forth the ſuitable Connection of this and the 
foregoing Section, and chat there is-1 no unna- 
tural Tranſition from! Unchriſtian [dlengſ to a 
| tichriſtian Menken Woo of enen 7 off 
Fr * one great Deſigh of 1 
into the World, to unite the whole World in 
one Scheme of Belief and Practice. When he 
came upon this mighty Errand, all the Nations - 
of the Earth were miſerably over-run/ with dif- 
ferent Sentiments and Plans of Worſhip. In- 
numerable were their Articles of Faith, innume- 
rable were their Object of Adoration: And all! 
diametrically oppoſite, juſt as their variable Hu. 
mour or Tnclination led them: And it is ne 
Wonder, that they were ſo diſtracted, ſincga 
every Man (in religious Matters) did ane 


ever was right in brat — 0 wr yak 
3 
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„Akurat u. Vhaſe tender Merey a | 
over all his Works, looked down in Pity. up- 
on this jarring all- over divided World. N 
was his Delight, Unity reigned in Heaven, and 
Lriiy was his- Deſign to promote udn Earth. _ 
Gop is hut one, (t the fame: Veſterdaꝶ, Totday, 
and for ever,) Truub is. hut one, it cannot be 
divided, and thore cannot he hut one true Churcli, 
or Sgciety af faithful Worſhipperß. The Diuine 
Meſſenger af the Covenant, ino the laſt Revela: 
tion of | God's: Will to Many) ordained this 
Church ſhould never be divided, ill fram ne 
Militant upon Earth, it ſhould became one Tri- 
umphant en e eee united. 
SHO OH BEE Vil. Sui Au a 

AND yall tha: Fes PT ca Looks into: 
Cbriſtendam will convince how: miſerably-this- 
Church of Chriſt is. divided hoMhat Diſtentions, 
Diſunions, and diſcordant, Profeſſions prevail in 
each Corner of every Cbhriſtiun Country laAs the 
moſt curious Antiguarium cold never furniſh. out 
a complete Catalogue of the fut Gn: (pars: 
infatnated Votariss I) To; is ndt paſſible for the 
niceſt Enquirer to give à full; Enumerutibn o 
_ thoſs different Parties, diſſer ent Sects and Prp- 
feſñons (alf wiſe in their o¼m Conceits) of Maubrn 
deln amting them, if l fendible: Pagan Was to 
came among us to obſerve our Behaviour, he 
could never think that we had any Precept in 
our Chridian Syſtem, to Pracs and Unity, or were 
ever obliged & to walk” by the ſume Rule t 
10 the ſame „ to keep'thg 

— 
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Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace,” as 
680 1 of S0 whe en — "of 
Bag an WA) 4 7 216 85% 
Art is +4 FOI dom Geeta Hiſtory, that ther 
were falſe Brethren, falſe Prophets, falſe Teachers, 
crept into the Church, even in the Apo/tolie 
Times, and in all the early Ages of the Church, 
<.deceiving and being ideceived:?!, Some taught 
and others received Doctrines repugnant to the 
ſound Word of God. Some were Ringleaders, 
and others Followers in theſe Unchriſtian Tenets, 
or Tares ſown among the Wheat, and the Miſ- 
chief grew up and flouriſhed to Aſtoniſhment !- 
Numerous Herefes and Schiſms ſprung up one 
after another, to the utter [Diſtraction of the 
whole Body, and Subverſion of true e 
| Love; On pee ene N eee emu) 


"x 
41. ö 


ion as 


Ir ak VERSE Times, the Shares Reine ö 
has run into the mioſt abominable Corruptions, 
and divided themſelves the wideſt from the true 
Caibolic Church of Chriff ; „ firſt in the Articles of 
their Faith, andi then in their Manner of Wor- 
ſhip. They begun with “teaching for Doc. 
trines, the Commandments; of Menz? and at 
Length entirely broke off all Fellow/hip and Com- 
munion with the reſt of Chriſtians of all DPenomi- 
nations. How corrupt and Antichr ſtian are they 

become at this Day! How far departed from 
the Practice of Antiquity, and the Standard of 
God's Word, n is . the par oaks n 
of Frutkf“ guerre 13 

y | — 5 
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Bur though the Church of Reme in particular | 


began the Miſchief of Separation, and continue 
in it with inflezible Obſtinacy, in Spite of all the 
Arguments both from Reaſon and Scripture, yet 
(which is more to the Purpoſe) how wavering 
and unſettled is the Nature of Man in general! 
Not the Clouds nor the Winds, nor a very Prv- 


teus can be more inconſtant and changeable. 


Nothing can keep the buſy reſtleſs Creature 
"within. the Bounds of Order and Regularity. 
Soon after the happy Reformation from Popery, 


and when every Thing in Religion was again 
+ modelled hom Scripture, upſtarted the Diſſenterr, 


with their groundleſ Clamours, and pretended to 


reform the Reformation. Theſe ſubdivided 
again into Quakers, Anabaptiſts, Baptiſts, and the 


Lord knows what! The laſt Subdivifion riſen up 
among us is that Sect, who preſumptuoully and 
arrogantly ſtile themſelves Independents, as if 
they depended neither upon Gop nor Man. 


\ Theſe Enthuſia/ts ſwarm at preſent, (a Motley- 
mixture of all Profeſſions) and are mighty buſy 


to unſettle Men's Minds with the ignorant Rab- 
ble: And People, who are ever fond of Novelty, 


and have itching Ears, run gaping and ſtaring | 
* them, as if they were the Oracles of the 
This is a freſh e of the Unity, Peace, 


_ good Order of the Church eſtabliſhed by 
Law, and grounded upon the ſound Word of 
God: And it may be added here, that what- 


ever Man or Body of Men they be, who ſo cha- 


rate themſelves, and ſet up private Meeting- 


. * our Saviour never did) are guilty | 
of 


RULE 
i 111 
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e Which is à heinous Oſſence, and 
ſeverely condemned by the Supreme Legiſlator, 
_ whois a G0 e aut not ame 

hs bg > HR DAE 4 Wee | fi 7 * 
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3 5 (. Bor theſe Reflodhiont ure 400 Hcbüssch and local 
> +0/anfoes the propoſed _ of taking 4 com- 


prehenſive View of the Vices of Cbrifendom in 
general. Only they may as a Shetch of 


the Whole; and what is * Practice in one Na- 
tion may be à Sample for the reſt, It would 
elude — cloſeſt Scrutiny, to take a particular | 
Survey of all thoſe different Tenett and Modes of 
public Worſhip, extant at this Day, where Chri/ti- +» 
_ anity is profeſſed. So exceſſive abundant are re- 
ligious Parties and Factions, in every Nation, 
that it is not poſſible to give a full Lift of them. 
In Turkey indeed; and where the Inquiſition- 
2 Court prevails, Printing is in Part prohibited, En- 
quiry is dangerous, and Free- ſpeaking is Capital: 
in Conſequence of which, the Turi are kept 
bound up in their Infidelity, and the Papifts in 
| Darkneſs, and dare neither of them break looſe, g 
nor uſe that Liberty wherewith Ch i has made 
them free. Excepting theſe reſtricting Ties of 
Conſcience and Free- will, and where Religion is 
forced, which is no Religion at all, the Generality 
of Volunteers liſt under Banners not to be num- 
bered. Inſtead therefore of attempting what is 
not to be done, it may be more pertinent to paſfs 
on upon the Subject of Diviſſont, and ol Coy 
1 Arguments ere en * | 
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Crit und Political Didi, we ſee, ale big 
ah Miſchief, and fubverſive of the Comforts 
and Happineſs of Human Societies: But, is Re- 
Iigiun is univerſally looked upon to he of the moſt 
important Concern of all other, it naturally draws 
the oppoſite Parties into the hotteſt Debates and 
Controverſies, and managed with more Viru- 


5 and Acrimony, than is commonly uſec 


n any other Occaſion. One angry Word, 
in this Caſe, is retorted with another, and every 
Debate with an oniePAnſwer; and ſo the 
Wild-fire goes round till it has fet all in a Flame, 
not to be extinguiſſied by the moſt tooling Re- 

monſtranees: And Furiou Cofitentions' once be- 
| gun between two fiery Zealots are ike Cadmaſt' 
ine Teeth ſown, which ſtart up armed 
Men againſt each other. In 4 Word, a" Party 
bigotted Zeal; raging in its ütmoſt Violence, 
throws Animoſities, Tumult, and Confuſion, in 
Families, Relations, Neighbourhoods: Like diſ- 
| Bombſhells, nothing can reſtrain it; nei- 
ther Kindred, nor good Quakties, nor Prayers, 
nor Tears: It fires whole Nations with Spleen 
and Rancour againſt each other, and bears down 
every Feeling of Goodnature, Compaſſion, and. 
n _—_ * ſet on TRE of OOTY er” 
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| — ſerves very thi (the Su my 3 
that preaches up uni verſal Philanthr ropy, among 
the antient Moraliſts) to the preſent Purpoſe 
that a Man ſhould never allow himſelf to hate 
even his very Enemies; becauſe, ſays he, if yo 
N this Paſſion upon ſome Occaſions, it will 

11 ph | 1 


* 


| 290 
break out in others. If you hate your W | 
you will contract ſuch a vicious Sourneſa of Mind, | 
as by Degrees will ſhew-itſelf+ to thoſe that are 


luty adapted to the Exigence of the Miſanthropouſe 
Pagan World! Happy would Mankind be, if this 
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your Friends, or thoſe that are indifferent to you. 
How, admirably, was this refined Leſſon of Mona- 


amiable and godlike Rule was t0-prevail univer- 
Ally! Perpetual Heace and Quiet would be the 
Reſult, both among Individuals and the Public. 
The Inhabitants . would reſemble thaſe 


above, and G opt Will be done in Earth as it 


is in Heaven. 2. But hard it is to obſerve it, in 
ſuch a j jarring x. World as this, where Religious 


Phrenſies prevail, and which are che worſt of all 

other; and while Oppoſition ſtirs· up Anger, An- 

ger degenerates into Hatred, and Hatred is _ 
with en Revenge ang Buns 0 * eee 


in 43 


Bur this Sort: of, Party Spirit, 8 cake . 
the Temper of the Litigants, and puts them on 
Hoſtilities, (in ſome Civil Caſes; juſtifiable) but 


hurries them on to the moſt unwarrantable Mea - 
ſures to ſupport their Cauſe. For this Purpoſe, 


they will ſay Grace over the fouleſt Crimes, ſay 
and unſay, fwear and forſwear, and conſecrate 
the rankeſt Calumnies and Falſhoods into their 


Uſe and Service, Sometimes they vilify the 


Conduct of their Opponents, thereby to leflen 


the Credit of their Doctrine and Principles. 


This has been the common Artifice of all the 


Sects in every Age of the Chriſtian Church. Both 
Vopgee and Pen have been the Weapons (offen- 


ſive 


* 


{il 
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ſive and defenſive) in the Holy War; and theſe 
drawn out from the Quiver of Slander: And che 
Force of this Sort of an Expedient was well un- 
derſtood by the Pagan Enemies againſt the Pri- EA 
mitive Chriſtians. © They loaded them with tljñe 
fouleſt Characters, that the Wit of Hell and 
Earth could poſſibly invent, and put them firſt 
into the Skins of Beaſts, and Shapes of Monſters, e 
that thereby they might worry their Profeſſion 1 
to Death. But beſides: the Odium caſt upon Cha- 
racters, there is another Sort of foul Play, made 
Uſe of againſt an Adverſary; and that is, to de- 
preciate their Writings, and extol thoſe of their 
Friends. How often do we hear an inſpid 
Performance admired to Extravagance by the 
Party of the Author, and a noble Piece cried © 
down, only becauſe it came from the Pen of an | 
_ Oppoſite in Principle. But indeed the whole Me- 
thod of ſerving a Cauſe by any ſiniſter Means, is * 
ſo ignoble, ſo uningenuous, ſo abhorrent, that a 
greater Scandal cannot be thrown upon it than 
to alledge, that it cannot be held 55 without N 
Inſtruments to prop it. | 


_ Hex that is the leaſt 3 in the word ä 
thus litigating, ſquabbling, wrangling, muſt often 
have his Ears grated with the clamorous Fal/ties 
bolted out among, verbal Diſputants;' and the 
Victor triumphs upon his Dexterity and Art of 
Manage, if he has driven his Enemy off the Field 
of Battle, either by fair Means or by foul. The 
ſame unjuſt Method has too often been taken by 
the Set of Pen-Gladiators, both of the Pri x 
E13-- (witneſs 
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Times. However that may be, theſe Unchriftian 


Divjſſons are, in Fact, the chief Origin or primum | 


Mobile of all theſe ſorry Devices; ſo malignant 


in their Nature, ſo fermentative of Men's Paſſions, 


ſo ſubverſive of Peace and gad Order, 16 zverfive 
of the Mind from the one Thing needful,” {6 
of Cbriſti. 
anity, and withal-—fo common and extenſive;' as to 
give great Offence, and Matter of the ſevereſt 
Reprehenſions from the Tongue and Fen of S 
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L nate Rancour of Human Nature, that there 
needs no proemical Proceſs. to ſnow the Propri- 
priety of a Tranſit from the Subject of Diviſions ta 

that of Revenge. The former are frequently the 
creative Cauſe of the latter; and thoſe violent "'Y 
Commotions and Animoſities, raiſed by Religious = 
Oppoſition, (like Fire by the, Colliſion of hard 
Bodies) naturally. diffuſe a Tincture of Sourneſs 
through the Temper, which, in Length of Time, 
may ferment into inveterateSullenneſs and Malice, Og 


£57 


*A little Leaven leavenetl the Fhole Dump. 1 


1 is l © bad: 10 che Fink ü = 
Conduct, but that ſomething mY be ſaid for it, | 
nor 
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nor any Thing ſo good, but that ſomething may | 
be ſaid againſt it; ſo every Thing is not Revenge 
that is repreſented as ſuch by a partial and ſuper- 
ficial Enquirer. It has been an antient Piece of 
Sopbiftry, and not yet out of Ute, to put innocent 
Names upon criminal Actions, and criminal 
Names upon innocent Actions; and we read of 
thoſe illogical Logicians of ws who car- 
ried the Art of Nick-naming ſo high, (with a 
Woe denounced againſt them) as to <* put Dark- 
neſs for. Light, and. Light for Darkneſs ; [Bitter 
for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter: And this 
unfair Method of—Tranſmutation, Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, Tranſlation, Tranſmiſſion, or ſubtle Me- 
tamorphoſy, is too exactly modernized all over 
Chriſtendom, as we ſee it made uſe of by ſome | 
Caſuiftical Criticks in Civil Affairs. A Magiſtrate 
or Judge (for Example) act by Authority, and 
for the Public Good, and are, by the Nature, of 
their ſacred Office, to inflict Puniſhment upon 
notorious Offenders; ; yet Criminals will ſome- 
times cry out—Revenge. The firſt are doing 
their Duty for the Security of Men's Lives and 
Properties, and the latter miſconſtrue theſe puna- 
tive Proceedings into a vindictive Spirit. In 
Hke Manner two Parties are conteſting a Matter 
at Law, and nothing more common than to hear 
the one branding the other with the odious Epi- 
thets of implacable and revengeful; though that 
the other be only coolly looking alter his Right, 
and ſeeking no other Advantage than to do him- 
{elf Juſtice. . Only theſe Rules are to be obſeryed 
in chis Caſe—not t to contend or give Trouble ta 
TOY | an 


82 
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an Antagoniſt in trivial Affairs, nor be v 


and ſpiteful in the greateſt to behave through 
the Courſe: of the Conteſt? with Decency and 


Moderation to uſe no unfair Means for getting 
an Adverſary at Mercy, and to treat him, 


when ſubdued, with Chriſtian Tenderneſs and 
Humanity. Wild muſt that Man be, and have 


à wrong Caſt of Imagination, that can callua 


enn TIE ren Di ſevere or nee A 


28 „ an 19 79 
tia may be eee upon the Subject, that 
mee is of that Nature, that it has its ſeveral 


Stages, like the Working of the febrile Matter 


in the Human Body. It ſometimes gives tlie 
Patient no Intermiſſion or Reſpite; but lies per 


petually burning at the Pericordia, till it arrives 
in 


at the Paroxi/mal Period; and then it 
Phrenſies and Dilirias of che Brain, which hurry 
Men into private Aa 


Mabe, and all Sorts or murdering Methods. It 


has its various Objects too, to vent its Rage ail 


on, as the Reputation, Properties, and Lives of 


others. So deſtructive it is in Effect, as cannot 
be deſcribed by the Tongue of an Hermes: All 


the Wonder is, that it ſhould ever be hèard of 


in a Cbriſtian Country! and yet it rules pre- 
dominant in them all: Only ſometimes the 
Hell. born Monſter wants an Opportunity for 
5 ſhowing his Power, or Fower to break _ Ada- 
mantine og in; ee EVE Inna ooo 
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of men or the wild Hotentoti of 
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| —_— Chriſtianity have been deemed, by the 
wideſt Legillators, to be the beil Expedient for 
| the head. ſtrong Paſſions af Men, and far 

exceeding thoſe ofa Salon of Lycurgus ; yet, alas! 
they all are too weak to bind the mad Creatures 
to their good Behaviour. Let 4 Man remaih 
in his Nati vr Country, or make the Tour of 
Europe, that boaſts ſo much of being Chriftian ; 
every where do Furio/os preſent themſelves to 
Obſer vation; implacable A Achilles, cruel and 
revengetul, upon the ſmalleſt Injury, real or 
imaginary. In the Van of theſe numerous Incen- 
digries, may be ranked thoſe choice Spirits (as the 
Phraſe is) who, upon the leaſt Provocation, (and 
they conſtrue a ſingle Word, a Nod of the Head, 
or a Wink of the Eye into one) are of ſuch a 
fery Temper, that they would * give your Car- 


caſe to the Beaſts of the Field and the Fowls-of 


the Air, and ſend your Soul to the bottomleſs 
Pit.” This Sort of Bedlam or Madmen art not 
peculiar to one Nation only, or one ect or Pro- 
feſſion, but common within the ſpacious Circle of 


Chriſtianity, and a great Abhorrence to all the 


ſober Profeſſors of it. One may as well pretend 
to turn the Sun from the Zodiack, or ſtem the 
Tide, as reduce theſe raging Suvages to their 


Senſes and a right Mind. Baniſh them, Royal 


Proweſs, excommunicate them, drive them into 
ſome diſtant Wilderneſs, to play the Gladiator: 
among their Fellow-Bears, and Wolves, and 


Tygers. There let the Group of Miſanthropiſis 


| dee and tear, and worry each other in one pro- 


miſcuous 


find-Examples of this Complexion.” ond the | 163 
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ifcpous | Croud,; til the whole Aetenagenager 
lixture of Man an 275 devoured. In the 
mean Time, and while theſe Fiends (in the 
Shape of Human Fleſh) are p their Diabo- 
Wee a. (Of Lam, ga if, re: ts 


by 2 thoſe immenſely numerous e Gb. 
8 wanton about Man to allure his Intui- 
an, (and a elude his cloſeſt Reſearches into 
Fe page 12 5700 Was Thoughts, 25 78 
ontemplative Genius, an 2 retroſpectixe 
| View of the Hayock and Devaſtation, that Re- 
ee has made ambng. Cbriſtians ance they be- 
e a People. Here lie whole 9 2 of Failed 
Repwations,, ere 2 mountaino 80 2 
ruined e vonder Whe le g. be 
dered, mangled, 4 er zmberad. 1 al ar 2 
them ae de 2nd 2 to the . 
Monſter; and. of wilt, await.: the 7, 
eno ugh to { whole. Globe dea de 22 
| Nee the God of Patience. © blot-gut.th 


emjembrance of i it from under Heaven.” 1 "3 
| are moving - objects of Ruin and. Deſolation, and 5 
lie WP rb a — ue | 19 0 5 


chu de. 109 Span e. N eart 0. 5 
Ot in;the preſent Ras Good Gonlvhat 
ughts, what maliciqus Deſigns, -What 
rating chemes, would he behold laid lurk- 
ing in theſe Cocka trice-Dens! How wg he 
ſhudder, and run AWAY from the Society of len, 
wiſhing carneltly with the Royal Devotee 
K k | cc 0 | 
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« O that I had Wings like a Dove, for thay: 
would I fly away and be at Reſt, to! then would 
I get me away far off and remain in the Wilder- | 
nels,” | 2 W . apes r. 255 1 
Win, in "ok n Delart Spaces of the 
Globe, the wild Beaſts of the Field have encreaf(- ' 
ed, Expeticnts' have been deviſed, and Methods 
Trade Uſe of to deſtroy them: So, where Sin does 
-abound, . 70 ought to be applied to ſup- 
preſs it. preſent ones muſt be pointed 
inſt Revenge: And, among the black Cata- 
logue of dae Sins, there is none that 
more demands Applications of this Kind: For 
it is here to be conſidered, that it is not only a 
Sin of the firſt Magnitude, but has received 
"Moreover an additional Acceſſion of public 
Countenance and Encouragertient. What was 
formerly looked upon in the moſt deteſtable and 
Thocking Light, in the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
is now (through a'Set of falſe Notions) varniſhed 
over with the moſt pompous Appellatives, and 
adulating Titles, and furnamed Greatneſs of 
Spirit. A Nickname ſo highly derogatory to the 
Dignity of Human Nature, ſublimiated and re- 
fined by a Divine Aſſiſtance, as may be ſpurned 
and rejected with the utmoſt” Diſdain! And 
A Name it is, in Truth, that could never be in- 
fuſed into the wildeſt Brain, but by the ſubtle 
Artiſice of the“ Father of Lies, and univerſal 
Lier- in- wait to deceive. „For every Evil, how- 
ever,” there is a Balince of Poke and, as this 
Diabolical Sin has ſuc an exten, Sway £ AS \ 
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is ſo pernicious in Effect, it ſhould not be ſuffer- 4 
ed to go on without the utmoſt Effort to PEE: 1 


FI RST, ſuch is the amiable Nature, and IO 
volent Complexion, of the Religion profeſſed in 


this Part of the Globe, that the bittereſt Enemies 
of it need only to view its Charms attentively, - 


to make them fall in Love with it, and endear 
it to their higheſt Veneration. Univerſal Love 
and Good-will to all Sorts and Conditions of 
Men, the Degree of every ſocial Virtue | 
(not a ee narrow ſouPd Love of one's 
Friends and Country only) is recommended by 
Example, and 00 by Precept, in the Chriſtian 
Syſtem of Morality. Prince and People, Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants, Huſband 
and Wife, are there ſtrictly enjoined the due 
Exerciſe of their reſpective Duties to each other. 
Superiors, Inferiors, Equals, of every Commu- 
| nity, are to behave with mutual Benevolence, 
Humanity, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, in their relative 
Stations: And, the better to inſpire the ſeveral 
Members with the moſt enlarged Sentiments, and 
to give them the tenderęſt Feelings of Good-will, 
they are taught to look upon the whole World 
of Human Creatures as one great Family, and 
upon themſelves as born, and ſent hither, to pro- 


mote the Well-being of that great Whole, or 


complex Body; bound under the ſame Rules, 
compoundedeof the ſame Matter, made after the 
ſame Divine Image, and Joint-heirs of the ſame 
future Inheritances , provided for them in Rever- 
„ ; ſion, 
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ſion... Theſe are grand and noble Sentiments, 
diſperſedly infuſed into every Chriſtian with a 
ſeeming but Majeſtic Random (corning to be. 
ſhackled by the modiſh Rules of Human Com- 
poſition) and animating them to Love and to 
good Works. Such a comprehenſive and 9795 | 
View is a forcible Reſtraint upon the Whole pe | 
verſe Creature of a Max, 1351 down every ril 2 


| W Theught, il ill Deed, and nips the Vice in its Bu B 


Ir may likewiſe go o a great Way to promote 1 
forgiving Temper of Mind, znd quel eyery im. 
placable Thought in the firft Inſurrection, to call. 
to Remembrance the infinite Mercy of that 
Mighty and Supreme Being, who is the Giver of 
all good Things, « who cauſeth his Sun to riſe 
upon the Evil and Unthankful, and ſendeth Rain 

upon the Juſt and Unjuſt. He pardons that vaſt 
Body of his Human Creatures, that daily rebel 
againſt him; feeds and ſuſtains them when they 
leaſt deſerve it, though he be armed at the ſame 
Time, with an Allmighty Power, and could con- 
ſume them in a Moment, and the whole Earth 
under their Feet, and that with more Eaſe, than 
they can. cruſh the meaneſt Worm, © Be ye 
therefore merciful as your Father alſo is merci- 
ful.” But Men will not be taught but n what 
wa feel: And therefore, 


"Lav the Smart and Torment. of angry and. 
revengeful Thoughts be conſidered upon this 
Occaſion. That old Maxim, ſo current in the 
Wala, that. Revenge is ſweet,” is e . 
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Hel, and came originally from. the Father K. . Ml 
Lies, Anger i is a Fire, ſays Seneca, and whoever Pn, = 
touches it will find it to ww him; but Malice. . 
will eyen rgaſt him alive, and prolong his Tor- 
ment. It makes his Spirits reſtleſs and uncafy =_ 
beyond Deſexiptien, and there can be no Mitigg- = 
tion of Torture while it lodges. in the Heart: - 
And it may he ayerred upon the Truth of all * 
Experience, that every ſpiteful Thought or vin. 
dictive With is like Prometheus's Vulture, and 
preys upon — Heart that harbours it. 80 that 1 
a8 A State of War deſtroys all the Pleg/ure _ -: 
Profit of the contending Parties; a cruel Diſpo- 0 
ſition in private Perſons, embitters all the Enjoy-, 15 
* and like Bile in the Stomach, makes every 
wing kk nauſcous pag oy ue But how- 

as e Condition of the true Chriſtian, 

Bret 18 Faw with no Revenge“ A Wa 
1 happy he, who wiſhes the Good of all his 
Fellow Creatures, and embraces both Friend and 
Foe with univerſal Charity! Good Nature, like 
the Gor of Nature, is not * extreme to mark 
hat is done amiſs; And the Man of this d- 
like Diſpoſition has alone a true Taſte and Reliſh 
of eyery Bleſſing under the Sun, His Mind is 
all calm and — a8 the Summer-Sky, 28 well 
as his Behaviour chearful and agreeable. Such 
a one is the Favourite of his Maker, the oy of. | 
Angels, the Delight of inc and by PORT V 
n himſelt. Auch | © 
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It is tie Obſervation of Solbthan' Oy 4 ſoft 


Anſwer turneth away Wrath,“ and that—* a 


ſoft Tongue breaketh the very Bone, Strange! 


that a weak, fleſhly, and tendereſt Member of all 


other, ſhould break that which is the hardeſt” 


| Part of the Body. But it is a ſuitable Emblem, 


and elegantly ſets forth what a powerful Impreſ. 
ſion a meek and gentle Behaviour will make upon 
the fierceſt and rougheſt Temper of Man. Old 
Eli, who was mild more than enough towards 
his Sons, yet very ſevere in cenſuring Hannah; 
when he tells her ſhe was drunk, ſhe might have 
replied in an angry Strain, that ſhe was no more 


ſo than himſelf, but ſhe anſwered in the ſofteſt 


Tone “ not ſo, my Lord, I am a Woman of a 
ſorrowful Spirit, and have poured out my Soul 
before'the Lord,” Upon this mild Anſwer, the 
old Prophet, inſtead of rebuking her, goes on to 
bleſs her—* go in Peace, and the Gop of Ifrael 
grant thee thy Petition.” Sau was full of Fierce. 


neſs and Cruelty againſt David, and fought his _ 


utter Ruin; and yet his harſh and perſecuting 
Spirit was ſtrangely fubdued by the humble Car. 
riage of David. When he had cut off the Skirt 
of Saul's Garment privately, and thereby teſtified 
his Loyalty, in refuſing to hurt him when he had 
him in his Power, and ſtiling him © my Lord and 
my Father, the Lords anointed and the King of 
Iſrael; this ſo . melted the ſtony Heart of Saul, 


that he immediately burſt out into Tears; — he 


lift up his Voice and wept.” He who had thirſted 
o much for David's Blood, is now ſo effectually 


wrought upon by this Act, as to diſſolve into 
T cars 
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Tears of Friendlbip and Pity , Is it thy Voice, 


m Son David,” fays Saul to him in Returp. 

"Whom before. ke 2 perſecuted as his Enemy, 
he now acknowledged for his Son. This Sort 
of gentle Behaviour is the only effectual Way to 
appeaſe a maliciout Temper, and is what a greater 
HE Solomon calls—hea ping Coals of Fire upon 
an Enemy's Head, Which will not fail to melt 


7110 


A LOSES: common Experience teſtifies, 5 
"We no Perſons fall under fewer Broils.and' Quar- 


rell, than the gentle and meek, ſpirited. Non- 


| reſiſtance tames Fury, whilſt Oppoſition makes, it 
rage with more Violence, as a capriciqus Horſe 
will run away the faſter, when he finds the Reins 


held the firmer. Adding Fuel to the Fire will 


cqol. it. for a Time, but it afterward. rages with 
more Vehemence-: And Revenge is of that Na- 


ronts, it brings on n, new ones Worſe and heavier. 


Men are naturally prane in their priväte, as well 


. e: # 


2 national Reſentments, to make Repriſals; and 


| catch. at every Opportunity to retaliate « with 


good. Meaſure, Profle down, ſhaken together, 


and running over.“ Upon which Conſideration, 
Pythagoras (though many Teachers. of Ethics in 
his Time encouraged Revenge) ſinely obſer ves 
that the End of Revenge is the 1 


1 aning of 
Repentance. A raſh. and bead ſirong Fallon 
hurries a Man on into ſuch. a Train of Miſchiefs, 


EN ake him N all his Life an 


I. 9. 


* 


down the hardeſt or moſt maliciqus Natures: .and 
| e adder” [oyercome: al with red : 


of preventing Injuries and A. 
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ca hevet beth” and make tie Dama go 
Whereas the ben adviſec ang les Art 
« raiſes d Enemy by Relentthetit, none by 3 2 
*Hation; and T6 Aer che cproacling df the Flames 
ef Wal. The theft Haug“ "Diſpolition. 89585 
Put dſcern ſomething ere ind lovely in 
duct: It 18 a Conduit, thar nruſt Vie 
arm Malie itſeff, and affüage the Enmity of a 
Tyrant. The Vilfäfn feels a fecret Impremort.öf 
Ave when lie beftefds fuch an amiable CA 
He has not Power to injure it without Remorſe, 
and Nis Hand ftrikes with Reluctance. For 
nen Reafon it Was the Tatatary Counſef of'a | 
Royal Sage of Antiquity=< ceaſe from Wrath, 
and let g 3 elle Tide thou de meren 


* 
kW 5 "Ty 
| *. * 
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7 1 y Meuite pe 6 a beereefe ln ach the 


'Rifing-of f revetigeta Thoughts to look upon the 
"Oeneroftty and Bravery of a ifof Temper öf 
Soul. In che Eſtimate anWSwirage of 5 
# is Qualtery that nv Nen eaft be truly f. 

that wants it. Accordingly ; Solomon obſe Ha 
that “ it is the —_ of à Man to paſs yer a 
Tramigreſfion: It argues in füch à one x certain 
Greatneſs and Nobieneſs of Soul, raiſed above all 
the fittle Picks of a weak Mind: Andi it is a Re- 
mark among the Military Men, that Cowards are 


merays eruel; and Cructty ig. A minated as'a de. 


teſtible Quafity and Meanneſs of Soul. How na- 
turally do we venerate the Memory of thoſe 


brave Ment of An tiquity, whoſe Names have been 


ee a5 ETamples of renowned 
Clemency 
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Clemency and Generoſityl We admire the Meet. 
neſs and Compoſure of Socrates towards his invete- 


rate Aecuſers, and are apt to catch of his Spirit 
at this huge Diſtance of lime: And it may ex- 
tenuate the ambitious Guilt of Julius Cæſar, and 
dlaimi {me Share of Eſteem for his Character, 
that he is ſaid to forget nothing ſo much as In- 
juries. But if we would have the higheſt Inſtances 
of this Kind, we muſt fetch them from the Sacred 
Hiſtory. The generous King of Ifrael far ſur- 
paſſed the Congserer of the World in mild Be. 
Haviour to his Enemies—when they were ſick, 

ſays he, I put on Sackcloth, and humbled my 

Soul with Faſting : I behaved myſelf as thotgh | 
it had been my Friend or my Brother; I went 
heavily as one that mourneth for his" Mother. 
This was a high Stretch of Sympathetic Civility in 
ſo great a Monarch! But we may ſeek all the 
Records of Antiquity ſacred and prophane, but no 
| where'can we find a perfect Pattern of univerſal 

 Philanthrophy but in the Meſſiah, that greateſt 
Friend and Benefactor of Mankind. When he 
entered upon the great Work of Human Re- 
demption, the whole World were his Enemies 4 
all of them an ignorant, prejudiced, and barbarous 
People. For all their Barbarity againſt him, he' 
did them all the Good he could, both to their 
Souls and Bodies. No Exception did he make 
in the various Intercourſes that he had with the 
Inhabitants of the Earth. This was the conſtant 
Bent of his Inclinations, through every Stage and 
Period of his Stay in it. And, at his Death, he 
not only e his Murderers, but prayed for 

L. I * Wks | 
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them with his laſt Breath, imputing their Malice 
to their Ignorance—< Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. Vou talk of Dic 
intereſtedneſs; you talk of Generoſity; ; you talk of 
Patriotiſm here is Diſintereſtedneſs, here is Ge- 
neroſity, here is Patriotiſm to Purpoſe! not for 
one Friend, nor one Family, nor one Nation only, 
but for all the World! Admirethis Height of Love, 
O all ye Mortals, (as the very Angels do) celebrate 
it in all your Songs of Joy, ſtrive to imitate it; but 
you can never equal it, nor come near ſo high a 
Standard of Perfection! Only, to inflame your ; 
Emulation, read over the whole Hiſtory of this 
great Lover of Mankind. There you find that 
he never varied from his true Character, | but that 
his Plan was conſiſtent and all of a Piece. As he 
lived, ſo he died, a Miracle of Mercy, and his 
Love was ! nflexible as the Anger of Achilles. 


Bur the Exerciſe of Revenge is not only a Sign 

of a baſe and mean Spirit, but a bold Uſurpation 

n upon the Prerogative of Gop: For it is writ- 
i ten“ Vengeance is mine, I will repay, faith. 

the Lord.” He alone is the all-knowing equita-, 
ble Judge: of all the Earth. And dares fallible 
Man preſume to wreſt the Sceptre. of Judgment 
out of Gop's Hand, or take upon himſelf the 

Office of Accuſer, Witneſs, Judge, Executioner, - 

all at once, which is too complex a Bulineſs for 

the ableſt Mortal to diſcharge. It would become 

him much better to be filent and ſubmiſſive un- 
der all Injuries and Provocations, and refer the 
Cauſe to the Management of that Supreme Judge, . 
« who ruleth over all the 3 of the 

Earth.” 
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FALL x, the better to ſtop the Hand of every 
Avenger of Wrath upon him that doth Evil, it 
would be a good Method to conſider all his 
Enemies (Enemies in Word or Deed) as ſo many 
Inſtruments in the Hand of God, to correct him 
for his Chaſtiſement and Reformation. The 
Wrongs done by our Fellow- Creatures are no 
more than deſerved Puniſhments for Offences 
againſt God: And how ill ſoever they may be 
taken by a fretful and whining Temper, they 


certainly come by the Orders of Heaven. Even 


the moſt innocent and virtuous Perſon upon 
Earth may ſee ſomething amiſs in the Courſe of 
his Conduct, to begin at Home, and accuſe him- 
ſelf as the primary Cauſe, why the Rod of Af. 
fliction is laid upon his Back: And, if it be Gop 
that ſmites for the Purpoſe of reforming, (and he 
can ſmite for no other) Men's Smart comes upon 
a friendly Errand, and to do them Good at their 
latter End. Phyſicians preſcribe nauſeous Drau ghts 
for a Patient to reſtore him to Health; and it 
would be abſurd and unreaſonable in the Patient 
to fly in the Doctor's Face, and accuſe him of 
Cruelty or ill Uſage. Gopis the common Phy- 
ſician of Mankind to heal their moral Diſorders, 
but he knows withal, that Lenitives will not an- 
ſwer their Caſe, and, therefore, is forced to make 
Uſe of Corrofives. Theſe are the common Cala- 
mities of Human Life; and ſometimes he appoints 
one Man for the Puniſhment of another; and, at 
other Times, ſets two Men together in Conteſt 
to puniſh them both for their Sins, with a De- 
* to amend them. Whoever, therefore, lies 


LI 2 under 
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-under * Smart, is not to hate the immediate 
Author of it, but have an awful Regard to the 
Divine Providence that employs him. Thus Fob 
aſcribed the Ravages of the Sabeans and Chaldeans 
to the direct Appointment of God: For, upon 
the firſt News of his Loſſes, he worſhipped, and 
fid—< the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord!” And 
there cannot be a juſter or nobler Sentiment than 
that exprefled by King David upon a provoking 
Occaſion. When he was ſo ſadly attacked and 
reviled by Shimei, he ſuppreſſed all revengeful 
Thoughts in himſelf, and * the Reſent⸗ 
ment of his Guard, who were for diſpatghing 
this bitter Enemy :—* let him curſe, ſaid he, 
for the Lord hath bidden him, and who will fay 
unto him wherefore haſt thou done ſo?” 


| Revance, then, is left Oo Excuſe, = 
has no Plea to make. It is a Vice that goes di- 
realy againſt the Laws of God, and the Divine 
Nature. It deſtroys all the Peace and Quiet in 
the Human Breaſt ; and does not abate but mul- 
tiply the Number of Iyjuries from Men. It is a 
moſt baſe. and ignoble Paſſion, and what all Men 
of Honour may be aſhamed of. It is an impu- 
dent Invaſion upon the Prerogative of the Supreme 
Judge. It is a great Abuſe put upon the el 

Meſſengers of Kind Providence. And 


Ix all theſe Conſiderations put together have 

not Force enough to ſuppreſs it in every Human 
Breaſt, then—farwell al Oo of Reformation! 
1 It 
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It is in vain to multiply Words upon the SubjeR. BE 
Let the Offenders, however, be put in Mind, that 
2 Time of Retaliation will come from a Juſtice 


irreſiſtible, and then—all is over with their hel- 


liſh Malice! In the ſame Net which they hid 


. privately: is their own Foot taken. „„ 


— Nec lex oft juſtior * 
* necis arti __ arte perire 5 
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8 E 0 r. VII. 


L 


Vertendo formas imitaris Protea, Celſe. Marr. 


Non bene qui cæpit, ſed qui bene perſtitit, et qui 
Pertigit ad metam donatur honore corong, Honk. 


S every Thing in material Nature FCS 
towards the Centre of Attraction, ſo Man 

tends to Immorality by a ſtrong Propenſity of 
his Nature. This hath been the Way of the 
World ever ſince the Creation, and it ſeems en- 
tailed upon the whole Species. © Gop is a Gop 
of Order, not of Confuſion :** On the Reverſe, - 
Man is a Creature of Confuſion, not of Order. 
The fame Man, we ſee, is utterly inconſiſtent 
with himſelf, taken through the ſeveral Stages 
or Periods of his Exiſtence He forms Plans of 
Operation and alters chem; makes Reſolutions 
and 


7 {if 
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a breaks chem 3: diſlikes that To- day which he 
approved Yeſterday ; and is a volatile fluctuating 
Piece, both in Civil and Religious Affairs. But 
this is only ſaying ſo, and . Dame 8 en, | 
ty: without eee, r . bt n 


| "Mas ire ng . rich | 
the Truth of this general Obſervation. | "Inftabili- 
ty in temporal Affairs is a Fault, but a rial. 
one as the Miſchief is ſoon over, and there can 
be no great Damage done: But prone he is tobe 
wavering and unſettled in his Affairs of Religion, 
wherein lies his greateſt Concern. No ſooner 
were the firſt Parents of Mankind turned out of 
their Maker's Hand, but they begun the Miſchief 
of abuſing their fair Free- will, and wandered: 
from the Paths of Duty and Happineſs : Andy as 
Mankind multiplied upon the Face of the Earth, 
Apgſtacy multiplied as faſt. No keeping the buſy 
reſtleſs Creature within the Bounds of Reaſon 
and Regularity ! The World ſet out at firſt with 
the Belief and Worſhip of one Supreme God on- 
Iy: But rank and — Idolatry ſoon 
became the eſtabliſhed Religion of all Nations: 
And as the leading Men of every State choſe 
themſelves Gods, juſt as their Humour or In- 
clination led them; the World, in Length of 
Time, was quite overſpread with falſe Gops 
Gods celeſtial, and Gods terreſtrial— Gods ſo 
many and various, that the moſt inquiſitive An- 
tiquarian was never able to give a complete Liſt 
of them. The Pantheon at Rome is a ſtanding 
Monument of their Polytheiftical Doatage. 
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Flite ami. 
Ba en 


en this Period of Pate Abe che 
Morals of Men were as much eorrupted as their 
Faith. In this fad State of Rel gion, and when 
the World was, in Fact, overgrown with Wick- 
edneſs, St. Paul undertaltes te. write to the an- 


tient Romanrs And, in the Beginning of his 


Epiſtle, he gives a moſt hocking Account of 
their Behaviour, that was in Vogue at that Time. 

And their Behaviour was accounted, by the moſt | 
impartial Hiſtorians, more pious and virtuous 
than any of the Nations round about them. 
Nevertheleſs, the maſt irrational and filthy Abo- 
minations were in Faſhion, not only in their 
common Converſation, but even in the moſt 
On Acts of their Devotion. "4 


Ts i is the general Sketch of their character 
(it would ſhock the Delicacy of 2 Chriſtian to 
mention Particulars) and is enough to ſhow how 
far they were apo/tatiſed from Reaſon. One 
would be apt tothink, indeed, that it was hardly 
poſſſble for Human Creatures to be capable of ſo 
wretched a Degeneracy ! But they were all a Set 
of profeſſed Deifts, and © every Man did whatſo- 
ever was right in his own Eyes: And the mo- 
dern ones, of that Deſcription, would ſoon ſink 
into the ſame beaſtial Condition, if once their Plan 
of aboliſhin Ss Chriſtianity could be brought ti to 
ban. 


A 
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Amore favounibfe|Arcountwalight be e expected 


of the State of Religion among the Je, con- 


done for that Favourite People, in order to 


ſtrike them with a Senſe of their Duty! He had 


choſen them out of the Idolatrous Nations to be 
a Standard of true Religion. By Signs and by 
Wonders, had he reſcued them from Egyptian 
_ Tyranny and Oppreſſion, had miraculouſly led 
them through the Wayleſs inhoſpitable Deſarts, 
that lay in their Road to the promiſed Land, had 
given them an expreſs Body of Laws for their 


this could not keep them to Go and their Al- 


legiance. The higher they were/favoured from 


Heaven, or the more they flouriſhed and grew 
great, the more-and-more they became refracto- 


ry and rebellious: Inſomuch, that all the Mouths 


of the Prophets (thoſe Cenſors general) were full 
of Complaints, in the wanton State of the Peo- 
ple, how they had forſaken the Lon D Gop of 
Irael, and 'worſhipped ſtrange Gods; till the 

old Pagan- Idolatry, with all Manner of Immora- 
lity, was reſtored, and introduced into their 
State; and, according to the Number of their 


Cities were the Number of their Gods; and ac- 
cording to the Number of the Streets in Jerula-, - 


lem, did they ſet up Altars to burn Incenſe unt 


Baal.“ Baal was the wr . Idol for r 


No. & 1 e242. 10 0 LIFE | * 
% 715;170 Ti ts. CJ. 19 1 2201 1115 2 111 
In this MN: aſed untl tate ofThings 


(amazing to a ſober Retroſpection !) did they 
Mm live 


nddering all the mighty Things that God had 


Conduct in the minuteſt Particular: And yet alb 
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Kve for a long Time! And K'looks &-if all the 
World was gone mad, or was the: Bedlam of the 
Univerſe, in that both Jeu and Gentiles (hit 
made up all the Inhabitants of the Earth) had 
banded together to thruſt the ont Supreme Gon 
ut of his own Creation. God GOD” What a 


Conſpiracy! 8 nnen Whitat n 
werk 8 
1 85 


Fot che ebe fies Ae e ue 
Jeroiſb World, we may turn our Eyes upon Chriſ⸗ 
tendom. After taking a Survey of the ſliocking = 
State, of Religintuis tht jawor-arrocieors' witiows | 
World, before ths Introduction! of Chrifianity's 
the Purpoſe of theſe Eſſays en A minute In- 
troſpection into the Faith and Monti of Chriſtian 
Communities. The principal and more g | 
Defections have been particularized in the fore- 

g. Reflections: And it may be requiſite 
here, to ſum up all in that general Charge 0 
Apoſtacy. And in order hertunte, it may , te 
noted, that every Deviation from that right Line 
of Rx Trrunx, drawn out in the Chriſtian Syſtetn 
is of the Apoſtatic Kind, de- Wer 
er fualk o;! 6d 09 8. hun 941 ons 

5 5 thoſe. 3 33 bal in 

ef and Practice ſo common in the od World, 

d the Son of Gop come to put an End to; and 
bring in univerſal Righteouſneſs, or that he 
might reſtore Mankind to that original Perfec- 
tion, in-which- Man was created. at the Begin- 
ning. This ee W 


from 


— 371 


| -AGAINST® APOST ACT. 875 
from' Heaven: For which Reaſon, the Benefit of 


Chriſtianity is ſet forth under the deſcriptive 
Titles of—-3 ne Birth-+Renouation of Human 


Nature-—Sandtification of the Spirit ; and Chrif. 


tians are ſaid to be horn again - created after the 
| ee eee 


| mmm ey pL Cahn Fi 


- kr might be enpected, : upon 
—— eee 


Nature is capable of. Every Diſcovrry, made 


by the Gopel, tends to enligluen their Minds, and 
every Precept backed with 'a Sanction, to ſubli. 


| mate the Human Nature, and regulate Man's 
Conduct. The unerring Gon mate this Divine 


Revelation on Purpoſe, to be a complete Stand- 
ard of what Men are to believe, and what to 


practiſe, to the End of the World. From this 


binding Word of God, they are never to depart, 
never to vary, on the Peril of eternal Infliction. 


But, for all that, perverſe untractable Man will 
be deviating in Directions innumerable. Set the 
ſtrict Rules of Chriſtianity on one Side, and the 


wild Sentiments and wilder Lives of the Pro- 
Feffors of it on the other Lordi What a Differ- 
ence: What a, Contraſt! Chriftendom, in ſhort, 


ſeems, ſo wunchriftianiſad at preſent, as if the 


World was turned Upſide-down, or true Chriſ- 


en like Afrrec to Heaven. Nay— 


_ OF] 87 . 


from fair and impartial. Intelligencers) of the 
dal Mm 2 primitive 


virtuous, to the utmoſt Herfectioꝶ chat Human 


i wo do but conipure the ChataBiers dne 
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primitive and modern Diſciples, we ſhall find 
them as oppoſite as Light and Darkneſs. - The 
Compare may be mortifying, indeed, to the latter, 
but comes in ſeaſonabiy upon the preſent Occy- 
ſion, both as to their and Behaviour. 
An Infidel among thoſe Antients was ſo rare, that 
he was ene os a Prodigy or Monſter of 
the Age; and he only whiſpered his Crime within 


— of ſome Familiars; while thoſe of this 


Time, are common, and proclaim theirs upon 
the Houlſe-tops. They, of the former Claſs, 
could not mention their Diſbelief without a 
bluſhing Face and a trembling Heart; they, of 

the latter, declare their Sin as Sodom and Ride 
it not; and, by Diſcourſes and Writings, in- 
feſt all around, like the Peſtilence that walketh 
in Darkneſs, and the Sickneſs that deſtroyeth at 
Noonday.” And the ſame Diſſimilarity  dif- 
tinguiſhes the Practices no leſs than the Principles 
of theſe two. The £rimit:ves were punctual and 
exact in the Diſcharge of their public Addreſſes 


to Gon; one Third of the Moderns ſeem to have 


forſaken the Loxp, and the Churches are un- 
crouded, while every Corner of the Land ſwarms 


with Inhabitants. The ſtrict Care of thoſe faith- 


ful Worſhippers was, to live up to their Bap- 
tiſmal Vow, whatever their Circumſtances or 


Manner of Life might be: People now-a-days ſo 


live as if they had never made any, © forſaking the 
Guide of their Youth, and forgetting the Cove · 
nant of their Gop.” And, finally, when thoſe 
holy Men. of Old happened to +fall into- apy 
icandalous Crime, they repented with ſtrong 

| | Crying 
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1 


in- on with dry Eyes, and without the leaſt Sign 


of Remorſe. More Articles might be produced 


of the ſame Nature, but theſe may ſerve as a "Eo 
155 ee e dpyſatic Men Fhofy. 


Are 4er, then; may be ned an Aale 
Sin, as comprehending all the reſt in Complica- 


tion, and a Subtraction from all Faith td Mo- 


rality. It is full of the moſt fatal Miſchief; and, 
like the Trojan Horſe, contains every Thing] hoſ- 
tile to Piety and Virtue; or, like Pandora's Box, 


that the Men of fuch revolting and unſteady Tem- 
pers are the worſt of all Criminals and the worſt 
of all Creatures, that can be upon the Earth: 
Nor is it any Breach of Juſtice or Charity to call 
them — the loudeſt Blaſphemers—Emiffaries of 


datan declared Enemies and Rebels againſt the 


King of Heaven Deſerters from the Camp of 


_ Chriſt, as thus « denying the Lord that bought 


them: And as a Rebel Army are the moſt 
deſperate in their Attacks, ſo the Fulians, the 
Celſuſes, and the Porphyrys, are the bittereſt Ene - 
mies to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 


— to make this Sin appear © exceeding 


ſinful, it is tobe remembered, once for all, Prius ; 
Perſeverance in Duty is one abſolute Condition 


of out Salvation: And, when we find a Chriſ- 
tian Courſe of Life compared—to a Work—to 


| and Tears upon the Reflection; but the 8 
hafdened Wretches of this Generation fin and 
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is ſtored with all thoſe Evils, that fly abroad to 
King and torment the World: And certain it is, 


7 


2 Race t 3 Fight, nn ] 


fliding—Revolting—Turning-oſide—Falling-eway-— 
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that there are no Wages to þelooked for withe 
gut figiſhing.the Taſk, no Prize te be had withe 


out A to the End of the Courſe, no Tris 


umphal Spoils to be expected without fighting it 
out to the laſt, and gaining a complete Victory: | 
And as Man is too prone to grow remiſs and 

carcleſs in puſhing bis eternal Intereſt, they are 
commanded—fto. Work out their own Salyas 

tian with Fear and, Trembling,”—* to-give all 
Diligence to make their Calling and Election 


fure,” and—< to be faithful unto Death: And 


a Monitor infallible, moreover, holds out to their 
View, the extreme Guilt and Danger of—Back- | 


Dravving-back, and the like: And, to alarm their 
Fears of ever coming into this ſad State, they 
are told poſitively, that if they do thus turn 
oſtates, © all their paſt Labour, in the Work 
Religion, will profit them nothing.” For 


thes hath God affured by a faithful Meſſenger, 


—* when z. righteous Man turneth away 
Lum d Rick ſneſfs, and committeth Iniquity; 
all bis Righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not 
be mentioned: In the Treſpaſs that he hath tref- 


paſſed, and in the Sin Wr eee in 


them ſhall he die.“ 
May an univerſal, gorer-eading Qutcry againſt 


this Sin, reſound to the mo Garner of nook 


Earth! . 
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| "HERE is 4 de Rui? i | 
1 Sem of Morality, for the Conduct of Hu- 
m ite be every Point; and fuch a Rule 18 
could never be collected out of all the Writings 
of che Haben Morahkſts put together. It was 
deſigned; by kind Heaven, to devate Humaß 
Naturò into a Reſemblance of- the Divine, Ant 
thereby id wake the World virtubüs audt happyr 


Au happy indred would the Times be, If . | 


Saumud Rule was urfverlally obſerved; but ter- 11 
able in Proportion ag it is weglecked! G 7 Id, itt 


SIO EIIQISD Aon Ms 84417 $3:450t mT 
In the foregoin ethos the Ae Bb 


Viations Fares, of it, in Thought, Word, and Deed, 
hae been pointed dul; and 1 cad mary are 
. 5s taobtcomé an Gpjeck or fie eg 


In. es, and Matter of 
ner: And whoever Ras che 1H Anxiety 


for 


whole World does entirely depend upon it) ma! 
ſee but too much Occifion to h an fay, 
the krmenting King of ftacl 
run down tine Eyeg bechuſe & Men ke Bog 
Bae. imo S10101% ROVER „aalen. 
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that © there is a Time for all Things, and tha 
every Thing is beautiful in its Seaſon: And — 
« there is a Time to weep” ſays he: And cer- 
_ tainly, nothing can be mare feaſandble and be- 
coming than Grief for Sin; for the Sins of other 
People as well as our own ; thoſe dreadful Sins, 
* diſhonguz Gon, diſgrace Humanity, and 


pirate: nd public, temporal and eternal. For— 


"Sms an 4 of Bithonour 3 . Far FD 


it + muſt be..a_ bumbling Conſideration to every, 
Man of Reaſon; and fill him with Vexation of 
Spirit, to. ſee. the great Cxx ator and Log of 
the Univerſe affronted; the King of Kings, * who. 
18 clothed with Majeſty and Honour, inſulted; 
his Authority trampled on; his Laus broken with 
Impudence ; and all this, ae ck We ter 
Worms: as Men. APs: u 1 1 


Sm is. not only a 8 to 8 
Diſgrace to Human Nature. Thoſe vain and ar- 
rogant Creatures, called Man, ſwell and loo big 
upon the Sury ey af their ſuperior, Prerogatiyes, 
and boaſt of =—_ ;being—bleſled. with the extra- 
ordinary Gifts of Heaven ;—endowed with the 
noble Faculty of Rational: ty; made little inferior 
to the Angels, (utriuſque Mundi nexus) the 
Maſter-Piece of this lower: World; . the Lords of 
the Creation, having abſolute Dominion over all 
the Beaſts of the Earth, the Fowls of the Air, and 


the Fiſhes of the Sea. Theſe indeed are mighty 
Py en, and ev * Fool will let you know it. 


But 


ret werke. 453 


But i this all? Were they gi ven. by indulgent 
Heaven only to be matter of Gbernag No cer- 
tainly: These mighty Blefſings lay Men under 
mighty Obligations, even Obligations to Graritude 

and Obedience, to the great Author and Giver of 
all Good Things. And *thou Son of Man, hear 
what 1 fay unto thee; if thou leadeſt 2 wicked 
Life, thou art the worſt of al Animals thou de- 
baſeſt thy Org Manhood; nay, thou utterly 

unman thyſelf, and becomes more vile than the 
ſavage Beaſts of the Field, or tlie ctecping Things 
of the Earth: Even thou goeſt one Step lower 
yet, and degrades thyſelf into the Condition of 

a Fiend. All this abominable Thing thou makeſt 

of the Max, if thou turn Reprobate. It is a Spec- 
tacle loathſome enough to excite in the Human 
Breaſt, all the Rimulating N e 23 
eee We: 


Tuent bs a ftrange en Lipule e of 
Mhddiputtty; born with us, and made Part of our 
Cotnpoſition by the Author of our Frame. It is 
that inſeparable Connection, which is between one 

Man and another, and between every Man and 
all the World. It is as wonderful as the mutual 
Attraction of Iron and Loadſtone, or that of one 
5 Planet upon another. By this paſſive Impreſſion 

of Nature, we are driven to condole at the Miſ- 
fortunes and Diſtreſſes of others, and to *mourn 
with thoſe that mourn :”. So that if *one Mem- 
ber ſaffer all the Members ſuffer with it:“ And, 


amid all the Cauſes of our Grief for others, 8 


there't is none greater than to ſee a Man (mui 
es more 
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more a Body of Men) 1 
of Impiety and 0 


f - *dition of a Brute; or Eſqu-lik 
1 his Bi irth-right Bir a Meſs 'of Pattage O miſer- 
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2 Monk 
 Nebuchag 25 
15 into the Con- 


away 


from ar ſonable.} immortal 


able end of, Humanity But what ſhall 


be (aid, if the Bulk of Nations together conſpire 


as one Man, by univerſal Vice to make themſelves 


univerſally vile.? What Rivers, what Oceans of 
Tears may be ſufficient to e great 15 * 
: utterable an Evil! 


'F; 


W3ñ can make ourſelves mercy at che little | 


peeviſh Tricks of Children, the Simplicity or Ig- 
norance of Idiots, the harmleſs Humours and 
Foibles of Men; and ſometimes it may raiſe a 
Laugh to ſee Gray-hairs playing the Fool: : But 
to find Creatures, that ſhould be Men, living like 


the Beaſts that periſh, acting out of all Character, 


undignifying the Dignity of their Nature, vili- 


fying all that is manly, and wallowing, like Swine, 


in the Sink of Corruption; this ſtrikes us with 
2 ſolemn Seriouſneſs, and raiſes the deepg/? Concern 
and Sorrow. And the more ſo 1. if we aye 
into the Account, further, 


Tue future Miſchief of a wicked Life. Here 
our Sympathy and our Sorrow riſe to their 


higheſt Pitch, like that of © Rachael weeping for 
Her Children and refuſing to be comforted.” 


This daſhes all our Pleaſure with Gall and Worm- 
wood. Sin is a ſeeming Sweet, that has real 


Bitterneſs in the End. It is the moſt envenomed 


: of 


: = EY 
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of we chweHOmxd Stings of Serpents, and leaves 
a deadly Wound behind it. It is big with all 
Manner of Miſchief, and alarms and terrifies. By 
the poſitive Appointment of Heaven, it overturns 
mighty Empires, and ruins private Perſons. It 
ſcatters Devaſtation far and wide, * like the Peſti- 
lence that walketh in Darkneſs, and the Sickneſs 
that deſtroyeth at Noon Day: And there can be 
no Happineſs, where this greateſt of all Enemies 
is. All this fad Havock and Deſolation does Sin 


make in this World: But O good Go: cobld.” 


we follow it into the other, and there behold” als 
the Anguiſh and Deſpair, that attends it if chat 


dreadful Place of Torment; what Man is there 
ſo hardy, as to bear the Sight without Diſtraction! : 


If we could look into this tragical Scene Wirk 
dry Eyes, then might We laugh, like 4 barbaroils” 
Nero, at a City on Fire; make a Jeſt of a pre 
ing Plague or bellowing Earthquake ; and ſtand. 
unconcerned at this whole Globe, diffolving „ 
Forney ber bo in 8 e ADIOS 
g e n {x92 wo A 
Sunt lachrymæ rerum, er nenten Bale fangunt; 
Dun us bau lachryme, per amantia. Tuming man, 


As Go, i in the whole creative Ae has made | 


(cafonable Aenne 1c but cſpe- 


cally,” by earneſt Prayets for their Reformalion 8 
and Amendment. "This laſt is, e Duty, 
that. 5 


Ws * 
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that may naturally be auen a ſhe ee, 
ing; e e. i alike B 


n is 2 Balance of Power os the Exil 
of Sin, and is as natural to Man as to ſhriek out 
upon the ſudden Approach of any alarming Dan 
ger. With what Zeal and Ardency do we call 
upon Gop, when, our private Affairs go wrong, 
and Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh, upon us, A. 
Storm at Sea will drive a Crew of prophane Ma, 
riners to pray, and even to outnoiſe the ropring 
Billows in hw clamourous Addrefles for Pro- 
tection. * threatening Fit of Sickneſs will make 
us weep ſore, with Heegkigh, and vehemently beg 
a Recavery. Injuſtice and Oppreſſion will bring 
Men to their Tears, and to cry mightily to that 
Gop to whom Vengeance belongeth. But as no 
Man is born for himſelf ſolely, but for the Good 
of others; it becomes the Duty of all good C 
7/ans, with one Accord, in Times of general De. 
| pravity, to preſent their, Petitions. to Heave 
that he © who ſtilleth the raging of the Sea, an 
the Noiſe of his Waves, and the Madneſs of — . 
People,” would vouchſafe to controul the Luſts 
and Paſſions of Men, and redyce cl them to Phe. 
dience to his Will. r 5 85 


How noble. how « — Jar amiable, is the 5 


Heaven-· born Scheme WE Chriſtianity, O thou, 
Enemy to it, to thyſelf, and ta all the World! 
How unſelfiſh, een patriotic, publiceſpiritd 
thoſe, who ſo The, As truly under its Influence and 
Direftion ! Not only do they pray for theix own, 
dear ada but againſt the Wants of all m_ 
and 
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| ase of Men. In che moſt enlarged 
and comprehenſive Views, do they look upon all: 
the World; and conſider themſelves, like old * 
crates, as Natives of the Univerſe. Taught and 
and l inſtructed by the Divine Criterion, they mer 8 
ſenſible how they are circumſtanced, both in . 
lation to themſelves and the whole Species. 7 
the Nature of their Profeſſion and the Example f 
their Lawgiver, they look upon themſelves, as 
born and fent into the World, to do all the Good - 
they can; and conſequently, whenever Vice reigns 
triumphant, as bound to make the moſt fervent 
Applications to Gop, that he would abate the 
Number of the guilty, and ſtop © the Overflow. 
ings of Ungodlineſs. He (and fo ſhould we) 
would have all Men to be ſaved, and come to . 
the Knowledge of the Truth:“ And ren 
n: N hem ws ume e 


ue E is > pod ee material Article of Thu 
ſtruction deducible from the foregoing Premiſes. 
The more and more Degeneracy prevails, the more 
and more it becomes the Duty of every Man to 
ſtand upon bis Guard againſt it; leſt he be car- 
ried down with the Torrent of Popularity into the 
faſhionable Exceſſes of Impiety. Error and Vice 
are never more contagious, than when they 
ſpread themſelves by Means of Number and Ex- 
ample. It is a ſort of plauſible Obedience; and 
ſeems to carry with it the Appearance of Hu- 
mility and Juſtice, to follo r the Cry of the 
Multitude, and join in the Way frequented by 
others. Crouds and Numbers bear à ſtrange 
ag: 85 . 1 NEEDING yh : 
Ps 5 of 
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of Mankind, and that fa//? //e Maxim of Vox Po- 
puli eſt Vox Dei, is the Rule that theſe go by, 
and the wiſeſt can hardly refrain it. . 
nerality reaſon with themſelves in the Conduct 
ot their Lives, as Luther did in the Buſineſs of 
the Reformation“ am I the only wiſe Man, 
and can ſo many People err? What, ſhall I _ 
myſelf to the Practice of the World, ſet up for a 
Reformer, row againſt ſo great a Stream, and 
live contrary to all Mankind ? Ought I not rather 
to ſuſpect my own Judgment, and conclude, tha 
that muſt be the right oP wherein 1 ſee ſo many 
Paſſengers 7 po | 


Bor FD Error and nee n may 21 Wien 
ſality in their Favour; yet there is not a more 
miſchievous Bar to Truth and Virtue, than a 
blind Deference to this Sort of Authority. It. 
has held true in every Age and Nation, that no 
Man ever reaſoned juſtly, who did not depart 

from the commonly received Opinions; nor acted 
a wiſe and honourable Part, who did not oppoſe 
the ridiculous Cuſtoms and Habits of the Genera- 
lity: : And it is not more true, that broad 
is the Way that leadeth unto Death,“ than that 
broad is the Way that leadeth unto Folly : 
And, upon the whole, the Multitude are ſo far 
from meriting our Regard and Compliance, that 
it was nobly ſaid by an antient Heathen, who had 
not the general Plaudit on his Side what Man, 
to whom Virtue is pleaſing, can pleaſe the Mul- 
titude?“ Socrates, in like Manner, had fo little a 
Reliſh for the general Opinion, that, when a diſ. 
_ Fellow, a mite of the Mob, ſaid as the 

Fhiloſopher 
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- Philoſopher paſſed by—* there goes the honeſt- 
eſt Man upon Earth,” he ſtarted and aſked aloud 
4 hat have! done, that fuch a Fellow ſhould 
ſpeak well of me? But .Phocion expreſſed his © 
 _ Diſeſteem of this Sort much higher. When he 
Was ſpeaking in Public with his uſual Strength 
of reaſoning, the People ſet up a general Shout _ 
of Approbation: Upon which, this judicious - 
Man turned about to thoſe. that were around 
him, and aſked them with a Bluſh—< has any 
Folly eſcaped me, or any looſe Word ſlipped from 1 
my Tongue, d thele, rt are 10 rg 
wih mer” 85 | 4 


N 1 5 ſacred 3 may be of more Weight 
in this Caſe, and ſerve better to convince us 
what a mean opinion we are to entertain of the 
faſhionable Vices and Errors of the preſent Gene- 
ration; and how true we ſhould remain to Duty, 
amidſt the abounding Wickedneſs of a corrupt 
and deluded World... Examples of this Kind 
may have a wonderful Effect in modeling and 
framing our Behaviour. The Way to Virtue by 
Precept (ſays Seneca) is long and tedious, but 
by Example ſhort and eaſy. Like the Laconic 
Language of the Antients, it expreſſes much in 
a few Words, and drives Arguments more Home 
than Logick or Rhetorick 4 . ak 


In the Times of that general Corruption among 
the Jews, Joſhua, their Leader, declared his Reſo- 
lution to adhere to the Worſhip of the true 
Gop. When the whole Body of his Country- - 
men had revolted to Idolatry he thus addreſſes 


8 if yan. ö 
them in Public chuſe yo this Day in 


- City ſo prodigiouſly wicked, that though a 
s Place, it could not afford fo much as 
den good Men in it; and yet © this righteons 


'Throng,” -« Their filthy Converfatipn, indeed, 
[diſturbed his Quiet, but could not taint his In- 
he dwelt where Satar's Seat was, in the Metro- 


there like an Angel of Light; and though he could 
not make them better, they could never make 


Airy: But the Example of Noah is beyond that 


had corfupted his Way upon the Earth,” and 
was become like one, univerſal Sam: And yet, 


ration; and he was not only a Deer but a Preacher 
of mg cn | | 


for every Man to follow in 'Times of general 
Corruption, and to animate him in withſtanding 
the Seduction: of a wicked World, left, by Con- 
verſation, he learn their Cn 2 and EY par. 
take of their Puniſhment. © 


ye will ſerve; r Riga 
will ſerve the Lord.” Lot happened to dwell * 


Perſon remained unpellutedl in the polluted 


tegrity. It vexed his faithful Soul, but never 
could debauch it. Like the Church of Pergamer, 


polis of the evil Spirit's Kingdom, but he converſed 


him worſe.” This indeed was great and extraor- 


of Lot. He lived at a Time, when © all Fleſh 


in that All over wicked World, Noah maintained 
his Innocence.” His S/ngularity was inflexible 
in- the midſt of this crooked and perverſe Gene- 


Tursr brave Bange are left upon Record 
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